CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday October 4, 2011

Members present:  Donovan, Etherington and Swanson.  Absent:  Schultz and Christian.

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Wastewater Operator Bartholomew, Police Chief Honsey  

Others present:  

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Etherington questioned one bill.

Mayor Swanson noted that a thank you should be sent to Bolton and Menk for their donated time.

Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A. Minutes 9/20/11

B. Bills totaling $47,754.58  

C. Update on I & I

D. Letter from City of Amboy

E. Bolton and Menk credit

F. Staff written reports

Adopt Agenda

Stop Signs were added as New Business item C.

Councilor Donovan had some miscellaneous items for Miscellaneous.  

Councilor Donovan and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the agenda with the additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Department Reports

Public Works

Wastewater Operator Bartholomew reported that Water Operator Johnson is flushing water main this week.  Leaf Vacuuming would begin next week.  Smoke testing will also be done next week.  Work has resumed on Ditch 57.  Councilor Donovan asked several questions about the Ditch 57 project.  Sellers Construction has finished the repairs to the holding pond.  There are several muskrats causing problems at the sewer ponds and the police have been helping remove them.  He explained the water and sewer pumping graph which shows the sewer pumping has been lower than the water pumping on average the last few days.  Mayor Swanson thanked him for painting the crosswalk across Highway 22.

Police    

Police Chief Honsey has started D.A.R.E. classes.  The owner of 506 Smith St NE has the property boarded up and has complied with everything the police asked him to do.  He still has pending legal issues with the property and would be willing to work with the city when the legal issues are done.  There was a discussion about 506 Smith St. NE.  Mayor Swanson thanked Police Chief Honsey for teaching the D.A.R.E. classes again this year.  

Mayor Swanson thanked all of the departments for their reports.

Unfinished Business

A. Garfield Street

Mayor Swanson reviewed what was said at the previous meeting.  Councilor Donovan asked for clarification.  Administrator Woodruff explained the problem is the grassy area.  The Landsteiners are fine with moving their items.  Councilor Donovan noted that as long as they are being treated the same as everyone else.  He felt they should be thanked for maintaining and keeping the city right-of-way looking nice.  It was the consensus of those present to follow the ordinance.    

B. Smoke testing update - Notice  

The smoke testing meeting was held yesterday.  Approximately 220 notices were sent out to residents about the smoke testing.  The notice is also in the newspaper, Facebook, website and email list.  A police officer will be on to help with traffic control.  Blue Earth County dispatch has been notified to check with our officer on duty or Wastewater Operator Bartholomew before calling out the fire department for smoke calls.  Mayor Swanson asked how the areas were determined.  Administrator Woodruff replied that several are in area where there were backups last year.  Others are questions from the 1985 report and areas that staff has questioned.  

New Business

A. Liquor Store update – Request workshop after next council meeting 
Administrator Woodruff reported that two members of MMBA met with Liquor Assistant Strehlo, Mayor Swanson, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Councilor Etherington and herself.  They gave strong recommendations and a report will be made at the next council meeting.    

B. Update on clean up day  

Administrator Woodruff reported that Waste Management is not easy to work with the year.  They refused to pick up items at a residence and a business.  Next year better clarification will be needed.  Councilor Donovan stated that if they don’t pick up the items that a different refuse hauler should be contacted.  The city is paying them to provide this service.  Rick from Waste Management would like to attend a council meeting to discuss having a dumpster in a central location rather than doing curbside pickup.  

C. Stop signs  
Police Chief Honsey explained there have been some issues with kids driving out of the school parking lot onto Main Street.  The police department feels that a stop sign would help with this situation.  Then they could cite for failure to stop.  It was the consensus to install the requested stop signs.  

Miscellaneous

· Councilor Donovan asked about the two fire trucks that broke down during recent calls.  

· Councilor Donovan asked for a Highway 30 update.  Wastewater Operator Bartholomew heard that it should be done by the end of October.  

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 8:02 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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