CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday November 1, 2011

Members present:  Donovan, Schultz, Etherington, Christian and Swanson.  

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Wastewater Operator Bartholomew, Police Chief Honsey, Fire Chief Langworthy

Others present:  Tyler Pieper-Maple River Messenger, Dan Sarff-Bolton & Menk

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

The Council observed a moment of silence for former Blue Earth County Commissioner Alvis Moore.  

Consent Agenda

Councilor Christian moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A. Minutes 10/18/11

B. Bills totaling $443,247.06  

C. Municipal Funding Plan

D. Staff written reports

Adopt Agenda

Resolution 59-11-11 Hiring bartender was added as New Business item C.

Region 9 Survey was added as New Business item D.

Councilor Donovan and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt the agenda with the additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Department Reports

Public Works

Wastewater Operator Bartholomew reported that they are currently caught up with the leaf vacuuming.  They hauled out the compost from the compost site in preparation for winter snow.  The park bathrooms and park shelter have been closed.  Mayor Swanson thanked him for the new stop signs in the alley adjacent to the school parking lot and also the signs in front of the school.  Councilor Etherington asked if other towns in the area have leaf vacs.  Wastewater Operator Bartholomew responded that Mankato, and North Mankato have them.  Councilor Etherington asked if people thank him for this service.  Wastewater Operator Bartholomew noted that people have commented on the service and it is time-consuming to perform.  

Fire

Fire Chief Langworthy reported that they had a very busy September.  Maintenance work was performed on the two tankers.  

Police    

Police Chief Honsey reported that the department received the bulletproof vest grant again this year.  He talked about the new e-charging capabilities to they won’t have to drive into Mankato as often to sign paperwork.  The county received a grant for the equipment to do e-citations.  Mayor Swanson appreciated his efforts for getting grant money.  

Mayor Swanson thanked all of the departments for their reports.

Presentation

Dan Sarff-Bolton and Menk-Smoke Testing Update

Engineer Sarff reviewed with the council the smoke testing process, procedures and highlighted the problem area observations.  He has talked to the city’s auditor about a financing schedule for a capitol improvement plan.  Mayor Swanson suggested a workshop after the first December meeting to look at a comprehensive capitol improvement plan.  Councilor Donovan asked about lining some of the problem sewer lines.  Engineer Sarff explained that it is sometimes difficult to tell where the cross connections are by the televising reports and a cross connection may be opened back up by mistake.  Wastewater Operator Bartholomew talked about the City of Winnebago lining service lines.  Mayor Swanson stated that he was pleased with the progress that has been made thus far.  Wastewater Operator Bartholomew noted that he had 132,000 gallons daily average pumping at the lift station.  This is very close to the water pumping due to the very dry weather.  Engineer Sarff will put together a plan for a workshop after the first meeting in December.  

New Business

A. Social Host Ordinance 
Administrator Woodruff noted this is the same ordinance that Blue Earth county and several other cities have passed.  Police Chief Honsey felt that his department would rarely need to use this ordinance, but it is another good tool to prevent underage drinking.  Councilor Donovan asked is parents would be responsible if they are out of town and their underage child has a party.  Police Chief Honsey explained that they would need to prove that the parents gave consent and that they knew about the party.  Councilor Donovan asked if this gives police authority to go into houses without cause.  Police Chief Honsey explained that this does not change Fourth Amendment rights or the regular procedure for entering property.  The county ordinance does not cover inside city limits.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Ordinance No. 98 prohibiting and establishing penalties for any person hosting an event or gathering where alcohol is present and being possessed or consumed by persons under twenty-one years of age.  Aye:  Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  Donovan.  Motion carried.  

B. Resolution 58-18-11 Employee Emergency Procedures  

Administrator Woodruff noted that the Employee Emergency Procedures Guide is from the League of Minnesota Cities and is a requirement for our insurance coverage.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 58-11-11 accepting Employee Emergency Procedure Guide.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.    

C. Resolution 59-11-11 Hiring Bartender
Councilor Etherington suggested tabling this resolution until more information is received about the liquor store situation.  Administrator Woodruff explained that currently the Liquor Store is one bartender short and two more employees are expected to leave soon.  She recommended hiring because it takes a while to get employees trained in.  Councilor Donovan agreed with Councilor Etherington.  Deputy Clerk Olsen noted that hiring a bartender is not increasing the payroll, just filling shifts to meet current needs.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to table Resolution 59-11-11.  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  Schultz.  Motion carried.  

D. Region 9 Survey  
Councilor Schultz distributed a survey from Region 9.  This will help Region 9 with funding and grant opportunities.  It is an opportunity to provide input on the needs of our community.  He encouraged all council members to fill out the survey.  

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 8:07 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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