CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday November 15, 2011

Members present:  Donovan, Etherington, Christian and Swanson.  Schultz arrive at 8:16 p.m.          

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen   

Others present:  Tyler Pieper-Maple River Messenger, Mark Parsley, Kevin Metler

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

 Councilor Christian moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A. Minutes 11/5/11

B. Bills totaling  $55,629.51 

C. Abdo Eick and Meyers Confirmation Letter of Audit

D. Staff written reports

Adopt Agenda

Mayor Swanson requested to remove the additional light by the school crosswalk to gather more information.  

Councilor Donovan and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt the agenda with the change.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Community Comment

Mark Parsley     

Mark Parsley requested more information about the social host ordinance.  Administrator Woodruff summarized the provisions of the ordinance.  She also stated Police Chief Honsey could explain the ordinance better.  Mr. Parsley said that he would review the ordinance and come back if he had more questions or comments.  Mayor Swanson stated that the theme was to discourage underage drinking.  Mayor Swanson thanked Mr. Parsley for attending
Presentation:  

Kevin Mettler – Blue Earth County Drug Court

Kevin Metler explained the drug court program.  As part of the program, the clients are checked one or two times per week in the evening.  It is costly to pay staff or police to go out and do the testing.  He requested the council consider allowing the Mapleton police to do the checks free of charge.  Mr. Metler would send out on Monday the checks to do during the week when the police have time.  He explained that the clients build relationship with the police during the checks and also promotes good community policing.  

Unfinished Business

A. St. Andrew’s Court

Administrator Woodruff explained that the League of Minnesota Cities highly recommended that the city attorney write the document for transferring ownership of the street to the city.  Chris Kennedy needs to make sure that the deed is in order.  It should take one to two hours for him to prepare the document.  Councilor Donovan asked about using Bruce Sellers instead.  Administrator Woodruff would prefer to use Kennedy on this issue because he has worked on this in the past so it would take him less time to complete.  She stated that Mr. Sellers is working on a different issue for the city.  It was the consensus of the council to have Chris Kennedy draw up the document.  

B. Resolution 59-11-11 Hiring Part-Time Bartenders

Administrator Woodruff explained that hiring bartenders would not add any more shifts.  Two bartenders will be leaving within the next two weeks and that two bartenders had previously left and they were not replaced.  It is difficult to get staff to fill in during the day.  Councilor Donovan stated that this resolution was tabled due to possible changes.  Administrator Woodruff explained that changes were still needed, but that does not affect the staffing that is still needed.  Councilor Donovan did not want to hire staff and then lay them off in a few weeks.  Councilor Etherington stated that bodies are still needed to work at the Muni.  Councilor Donovan asked if any of the staff was guaranteed hours.  Administrator Woodruff replied that they are not guaranteed any hours.  Councilor Donovan asked about a situation if a bartender is called in to help on a busy night.  Administer Woodruff noted that there is nothing that states bartenders are guaranteed two hours call back pay like the other staff is, however if it is that busy they will often work longer than the two hours.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 59-11-11 approving hiring bartenders at the Municipal Liquor Store.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Schultz.  Motion Carried.  

New Business

A. Hazard Mitigation Survey 
Mayor Swanson read the prepared information.  Administrator Woodruff explained that staff met to fill out the questions based on fifty years of history.  She stated if the council were comfortable with the survey responses, she would send it to the county.  It was the consensus of the council to approve the hazard mitigation survey.  
B. Additional Light by school crosswalk

This item was removed from the agenda.

C. T & C Leisure Center utility bill      

Mayor Swanson read the prepared information.  Councilor Donovan did not feel that this was any different than went he Council denied a similar request from The Well.  He warned that the council needs to watch whom they say yes to and where to stop.  Councilor Donovan noted that the city is already making a donation to the Town and Country Leisure Center.  Some could say that the city favors seniors over youth.  Councilor Etherington felt that the council needs to change its attitude towards helping out local organizations.  Councilor Donovan suggested that the Leisure Center and The Well should be together in the same building.  Administrator Woodruff noted that when The Well requested a water bill donation, they were affiliated with the church.  The law does not allow the city to donate towards church programs.  Councilor Donovan felt that since the city is already donating $500 to the Town and Country Leisure Center, that the city shouldn’t have to pay rent when using the building.  Councilor Donovan noted that he is not against donating the water and sewer to the Town and Country Leisure Center, but he asked where does the city stop with the donations.  Administrator Woodruff noted that there are limitations on who the city can donate to due to laws.  Councilor Christian moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to grant the request of the Town and Country Leisure center of approximately $339 covering the water and sewer portion of their utility bills.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Schultz.  Motion carried.  

D. Deferred Assessments of Larry Caron  

Administrator Woodruff explained that the five-year deferment of Larry Caron’s street assessment is up.  He requested a continuation of the deferment since not many lots have sold yet.  Councilor Donovan stated that this isn’t costing the city any additional funds.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to defer the assessments of Larry Caron for five more years.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.    

E. Resolution 60-11-11 Five Year Financial Plan

Tom Olinger from Abdo’s has talked to Administrator Woodruff quite a bit about this financial plan.  Administrator Woodruff feels that it would be a great benefit to the city to have this comprehensive financial plan.  Councilor Schultz noted that the city has done a good job with setting priorities.  This plan would put numbers with the priorities and show how projects will cash flow.  Councilor Schultz noted that the auditors want a plan every year on how the city is going to spend the reserves.  He felt this was a good investment to have a long-term financial plan.  Administrator Woodruff noted that the plan would also help with budgeting purposes and long range debt plan.  Councilor Etherington felt that this was a lot of money to spend due to economic circumstances.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 60-11-11 approving five year financial plan.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  Etherington.  Motion carried.  

Miscellaneous

· Administrator Woodruff reminded the council that there would be a meeting on November 28, 2011 at 5:00 p.m. to discuss the Liquor Store Assistant’s job performance.  It is at her discretion to close the meeting.  

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 8:32 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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