CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday November 19, 2013

Members present:  Etherington, Christian, Treanor and Swanson.  Absent:  Schultz.      

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Liquor Store Manager Johnson, Police Chief Honsey

Others present:  Janelle Mathews-Maple River Messenger, Jason Klein, Bonnie Klein, Karl Klein

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A. Minutes 11/5/13

B. Bills totaling  $96,094.61

C. Staff written reports

Adopt Agenda

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the agenda.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Quarterly Department Report:  Liquor Store

Liquor Store Manager Johnson reported the following:

· Eight selections of Chankaska wine are now available in the off-sale

· There will be a Scentsy party at the liquor store on Tuesday from 6-9

· The pre-Thanksgiving party is on November 27th
· Morgan Creek and Chankaska will both do wine tasting during Snowflake Dazzle

· Plans are underway for the New Year’s Eve party.

Mayor Swanson thanked Liquor Store Manager Johnson for her report.

Community Comment

Bonnie Klein was pleased that Chankaska is coming to Snowflake Dazzle.  They along with several other local growers sell their grapes to Chankaska.  

Bonnie Klein noted that Administrator Woodruff and herself are working on getting a grant for new shingles for the library.  They are looking at ones that simulate the original clay tiles.  

Unfinished Business

A. Jason Klein – animal ordinance

Mayor Swanson explained that Jason Klein had asked him to be on the agenda to present a different argument for animals on his property.  Jason Klein passed out a map of his and Karl’s property.  Karl Klein wishes to continue to have farm animals since he is grand fathered in.  Jason asked if Karl’s cattle could be allowed to roam from Karl’s land onto his property, since there is no fence between the properties.   Karl Klein spoke of his intention to restore the pond on Jason’s land.  However, due to the terrain, his mowing equipment cannot be used around parts of the pond.  A couple of grazing animals would help to keep the grass down.  Karl Klein realized that the fence would need to be refurbished.  Councilor Etherington stated that the council already voted on this and felt it was a done deal.  Mayor Swanson thought this was a different aspect and he has never denied someone from addressing the council.  Councilor Christian would like to see the pond restored, but the problem is the ordinance.  Administrator Woodruff noted that if there hasn’t been animals on it for a year, it is no longer grand fathered in.  Councilor Treanor felt that the city should stick with the current ordinance.  Administrator Woodruff explained that the ordinance could be changed.  With the current ordinance, if the council allows farm animals on Jason Klein’s property, then they would have to allow others to have chickens.  Mayor Swanson brought up the recent chicken and waterfowl surveys in which the majority of people did not want farm animals in city limits.  Councilor Christian stated that he would like to make an exception for the Klein family, but to change the ordinance would be a nightmare.  Bonnie Klein asked if there was documentation as to how long it has been since there were animals on that property.  Police Chief Honsey stated that Jason Klein admitted in October that is had been over a year since there had been hooves on the ground.  Also, the police have not had any calls for their cows running at large since 2010.  Bonnie Klein thought that people enjoyed seeing the animals on the Klein property.  Police Chief Honsey replied that people are watching their property and know the ordinance.  He had received a complaint from someone who had seen the cows.  Mayor Swanson stated that unfortunately, the answer to the Klein family request is no.  He appreciated them addressing the council in a civil manor.  
New Business

A. Resolution 62-11-13 Closing 443 Fund   

Administrator Woodruff explained that these funds were opened for a street project and are no longer needed.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 62-11-13 closing fund 443 and transfer balance to fund 343.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Christian, Treanor and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Schultz.  Motion carried.  
B. Resolution 63-11-13 Closing 208 Fund

Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt Resolution 63-11-13 closing fund 208 and transfer any balance to fund 425.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Christian, Treanor and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Schultz.  Motion carried.  

C. Resolution 65-11-13 Transfer funds to capital outlay

Administrator Woodruff explained the city auditor recommended the transfer of excess money in the general fund to the capitol fund and designate it for capitol equipment.  This will look better to the state auditor.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 64-11-13 transferring approximately $600,000 from the general fund to the capital outlay account.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Christian, Treanor and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Schultz.  Motion carried.        

Miscellaneous

· Mayor Swanson handed out invitations to the Christmas party.  It was the general consensus of the council to start the council meeting on December 3rd at 6:30 p.m.  The Fire Quarterly meeting will start at 5:45 p.m.  

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 7:34 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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