CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday, November 6, 2014
Members present:  Schultz, Etherington, Christian, Treanor and Swanson.        

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Police Chief Honsey, Water Operator Johnson, Wastewater Operator Bartholomew 
Others present:  Sara Hein-Maple River Messenger, Dan Sarff-Bolton & Menk, John Hollerich, Kevin Maslakow
Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station. 
Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Report on MNDOT meetings was added as Consent Item I.
Councilor Etherington questioned one bill.

Councilor Schultz asked if there was any response about the liquidated damages letter.  Administrator Woodruff replied that she has not heard anything.    
Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
A. Minutes 10/21/14 
B. Bills totaling  $84,205.94
C. Public Hearing Notice-special assessment
D. Open House for special assessments

E. Mayor Clerk Meeting in Mapleton

F. Letter to Holtmeier regarding liquidated damages

G. Letter from attorney – building on Main Street

H. Chamber membership-state law
I. MNDOT meeting report

J. Staff written reports

Adopt Agenda

Dan Sarff was added as a Presentation.  
Misc was added as New Business Item D.
Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the agenda with the addition.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Community Comment

No one was present for Community Comment.  

Presentation:

Dan Sarff PFA Project

Engineer Sarff gave a quick update on the project.  Most everything is completed except some fencing around the ponds.  The control structure has new gates and they are difficult to operate.  He is looking at a permanently mounted winch system to prevent injuries in the future.  The lining and rehab work is completed.  The new lift station was put in operation last week. They are working on some issues related to the flow between the lift stations and more balance in the pump run time.  The completion date was October 17th.   Holtmeier may request consideration due to the extra elbows and piping that needed to be replaced.  There is potentially $6,000 in liquidated damages.  The assessment hearing is scheduled for November 18th with a public informational meeting on November 12th.  The assessments are based on previous project assessment costs adjusted for inflation.  The curb replacement on 6th Ave SE is scheduled for tomorrow and then that project should finally be completed.  Councilor Treanor asked what is fair for the liquidated damages.  Engineer Sarff felt that the city should get at least half.  Engineer Sarff felt that Holtmeier had plenty of time to do the work.  He did note that the project came in about $100,000 under budget.       
New Business

A. Resolution 57-11-14 Certify Election Results 
Mayor Swanson stated that this resolution needs to be passed to make the election results official.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt Resolution 57-11-14 certifying election results.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Schultz, Christian, Treanor and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.    
B. Resolution 58-11-14 Calling for Public Hearing 
Administrator Woodruff explained that Country Neighbors is refinancing their bonds.  The city is required to call the public hearing.  The city did this in the past for the community home.  It is a legal requirement for their bond.  The city is not responsible for their bond.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt Resolution 58-11-14 calling for public hearing on host approval to the issuance of housing and health care revenue refunding bonds and authorizing the publication of a notice of the hearing (Ecumen-Second Century Project).  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:   Etherington, Schultz, Christian, Treanor and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

C. Personnel policy change to opt out of insurance 
Administrator Woodruff explained that the health insurance was renewed a month early last year to save some money.  It is time to renew under the new health care rules.  Children are now required to have dental coverage.  Due to the new rules, it is now to the city’s advantage to have an employee opt out of health insurance.  The proposal for an employee to opt out of health insurance would save the city $1,200 per year per employee.  This year there is also an option of a health savings account.  The proposal is for any employee that wants to do the health savings account plan; the city would put the difference in premium into their health savings account for the first two years.  Police Chief Honsey noted that by switching to a different plan, the insurance increase was less than by staying on a comparable plan to what we previously had.  Water Operator Johnson asked about the opt out option.  Councilor Schultz asked why someone would opt out of the city’s insurance and why the city would pay them to opt out.  Police Chief Honsey asked to opt out of the city’s health insurance and to receive a stipend for it instead.  Councilor Treanor and Councilor Schultz did not feel that the city should pay them to leave the city’s health insurance.  Police Chief Honsey stated that other city’s pay their employees a stipend to go purchase their own health insurance.  He felt this was an option that would save the city money.  Councilor Schultz asked how much percentage the employee pays and how much the city pays for health insurance.  Councilor Schultz did not understand why they should be paid for it since other businesses don’t do that if one chooses to get their health insurance elsewhere.  Councilor Christian did not have a problem with the proposal.  Water Operator Johnson noted that the deductible has gone up over the years to try to keep the cost down and he liked that there are options now.  Mayor elect John Hollerich was in favor of HAS but felt that health insurance was purely an employee benefit.  He felt that if an employee did not want the health insurance, then they should not be paid for it.  Councilor Elect Kevin Maslakow felt that employees should be able to receive a stipend to purchase health insurance elsewhere if they desired that.   Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to deny the stipend to opt out of health insurance, but allow the option of a health savings account.  All in present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  Wastewater Operator Bartholomew asked questions about the health savings account.  
D. Misc
Mayor Swanson noted that there is an Open House for the PFA project assessments on November 12th and the Mayor Clerks meeting on November 13th.  
Mayor Swanson mentioned the article in the Minnesota Business magazine about Mapleton Farm and Home.  

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 7:55 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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