CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday, December 18, 2012

Members present:  Donovan, Etherington, Christian, Schultz and Swanson.       

Staff members present:  Deputy Clerk Olsen, Wastewater Operator Bartholomew, Water Operator Johnson, Fire Chief Froehlich 

Others present:  Audrey Annis, Jeff Annis, Linda Annis, Aaron Annis, Darla Ward, Lori Prescher, Tyler Pieper - Maple River Messenger, Dan Sarff – Bolton & Menk

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Donovan questioned the bill from Mankato Oil for police tires.  Deputy Clerk Olsen will check with Police Chief Honsey and let him know.  

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A. Minutes 12/4/12

B. Bills totaling  $316,815.79

C. Staff written reports

Adopt Agenda

Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt the agenda.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Community Comment

No one was present for Community Comment.

Certificate to Audrey Annis

Mayor Swanson presented a certificate to Audrey Annis for 45 years as an election Judge.  The council recessed to have cake and coffee in her honor.  The council meeting resumed at 7:26 p.m.

Public Works Report 

Water Operator Johnson reported that they are still waiting for snow to test the new equipment.  He listed their equipment needs for the following year.  He also talked about items in the water department that should be taken care of in the next five years.  Water Operator Johnson thanked the council.  

Dan Sarff – Bolton & Menk

Engineer Sarff recapped the proposed 2013 project and presented a proposed timeline.  He noted that the auditor’s five-year plan includes the public works equipment list and this project.  Councilor Donovan asked why Troendle St west of Third Ave SW was not on this project.  Engineer Sarff noted that portion is scheduled for a later time.  Councilor Christian asked if this project were put off for a while, would the city have to requalify for the PFA funding.  Engineer Sarff replied yes, and that there will be less money and harder to qualify for it in future years.  Councilor Schultz noted that it would be hard to finance the lift station improvements without the PFA funding.  He felt that the preparation of plans was a good investment and the information could still be used for future projects.  Councilors Christian and Etherington felt that the council should wait on this project due to the tax impact on the residents.  Councilor Christian felt that some of the smaller parts of this project such as fixing some manholes could be done instead of the whole project.  Councilor Donovan agreed with both arguments, but felt the info from the preliminary work should still be done.  This would give the council more time to strongly re-evaluate this project.  Mayor Swanson noted that the council made a commitment in 2010 to fix the sewer system.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 12-76-12 ordering the preparation of a report on an improvement.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  Etherington.  Motion carried.  

Unfinished Business


A.  House and land at 506 Smith St NE  

Mayor Swanson read the proposed information.  Councilor Donovan thought some of the individuals interested in the property wanted to salvage a portion of the house.  Fire Chief Froehlich noted that there was extensive smoke and water damage throughout the house.  Councilor Donovan suggested the advertisement should include the foundation also has to be removed/filled in.  It was the consensus of the council to place the advertisement for bids on the property.    

New Business

A. Resolution 12-74-12 Hiring Bartender

Mayor Swanson read the resolution.  Councilor Etherington asked how many full time employees were at the Liquor Store.  Deputy Clerk Olsen replied there was one full-time employee and this request was for more staff to fill shifts, no more hours are being added.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt Resolution 12-74-12 hiring Robyn Block as a part time bartender.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

B. Resolution 12-75-12 Fire Fighter pay increase  

Mayor Swanson thanked Administrator Woodruff for the information about what other cities pay their fire departments.  The council reviewed the prepared information.  Fire Chief Froehlich noted that there is a lot more fire and medical training involved than in the past.  Councilor Schultz asked if the townships are in favor of a raise.  Fire Chief Froehlich has not spoken to them yet.  The annual meeting with the townships is in February.  After some discussion, Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 12-75-12 increasing the fire department per call and per meeting increase to $15.00 per event.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.   Fire Chief Froehlich thanked the council for their support.  

Miscellaneous

· Councilor Schultz had talked to Joe Daly about the Small Cities Loan program.  Mr. Daly thanked the council for offering the program to help businesses in Mapleton.  

· Deputy Clerk Olsen stated the date of the next meeting should be changed since it scheduled for January 1st.  It was the consensus to move the January council meetings to the second and fourth Tuesdays.  

· Mayor Swanson reported on the Blue Earth County Truth in Taxation meeting.  He felt they were well received by the county board.  

· Mayor Swanson presented a certificate to Councilor Donovan for his years of service on the council.  

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 8:36 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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