CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday, December 3, 2013

Members present:  Treanor, Etherington, Christian, Schultz and Swanson.     

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Fire Chief Froehlich, Police Chief Honsey, Officer Lawson, Officer Hagen      

Others present:  Janelle Mathews-Maple River Messenger, Jim Heins, Steve Breiter, Orval Gartner, Larry Caron, Bob Nienow

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt the consent agenda.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
A. Minutes 11/19/13

B. Bills totaling $171,048.30

C. Bid opening date change

D. EDA update

E. Resignation of part time police officer

F. Staff written reports

Adopt Agenda

Councilor Christian moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt the agenda.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Community Comment

No one was present for Community Comment.
Fire Department Quarterly Update:  Ben Froehlich
Fire Chief Froehlich reported the following:

· SCBA are in service and there was a burn trailer training using them

· The job application has been revised and they have three new prospective members

· Reviewed the equipment needs.  No major purchases are planned for next year.  Fire Chief Froehlich reminded the council that two pumpers and the rescue van are up for replacement in the next few years.  

· Talked about the better ISO rating

· Thanked the council for their support.

Councilor Schultz asked if the two pumpers and rescue van were on the capitol equipment schedule.  Mayor Swanson stated that he was very proud of the fire and police departments and thanked Fire Chief Froehlich for his report.

Truth and Taxation Hearing

Mayor Swanson closed the meeting and opened the public hearing at 7:12 p.m.  Larry Caron, Orval Gartner and Bob Nienow were all present because the city taxes on their agricultural land had increased significantly.  Mr. Gartner also stated that his value stayed approximately the same.  Administrator Woodruff explained that the city levy is proposed to increase 5.1%.  She had received a call from another person who also owned agricultural property inside the city limits.  Administrator Woodruff called the county and they informed her that the farmland went up because of how it is designated went up.  The farmer who called requested the council to consider a rural agriculture district, similar to the one that was done in 2008.  An agricultural district can be done for properties that are not attached to any city streets and do not receive any services.  Administrator Woodruff noted that the agricultural district cannot be done until August and she will do more research on the subject.  Mr. Nienow asked how he could get his property out of the city limits.  Mayor Swanson expressed appreciation for all of the input.  Mayor Swanson closed the public hearing at 7:37 and reopened the council meeting.  

Unfinished Business:

A. Review rental license

Administrator Woodruff noted that there are approximately 83 houses and 104 apartment units for rent in Mapleton and more homes in the past six months have turned into rental units.  She asked if the council was interested in considering a rental ordinance.  The city of Good Thunder recently passed a rental ordinance.  Councilor Etherington felt that it was needed to protect landlords.  Administrator Woodruff explained that she also receives calls from renters about landlords not taking care of mold in the house.  Councilor Schultz noted that the rental ordinance is for making sure rental properties are maintained.  It was the general consensus of the council to had Administrator Woodruff put together a rental ordinance.  

New Business

A. Resolution 65-12-13 Final Budget for 2014

Administrator Woodruff explained that the final total levy increase was 5.1%.  Both Mayor Swanson and Councilor Schultz liked the highlights of 2013 informational sheet.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to Adopt Resolution 65-12-13 adopting final 2014 tax levy.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Schultz, Christian, Treanor and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.          

B. Blue Earth County Small Cities loan request

Councilor Schultz explained the loan request from the hardware store was for the Blue Earth County Small Cities Loan Program.  The EDA has approved the loan and council approval is the next step in the process.  Councilor Schultz really liked the job creation part of this project.  Mayor Swanson noted that the application was well done.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Christian seconded to approve the loan request.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

C. Building permits for Hardware Store and 501 Main St E

Administrator Woodruff explained that the zoning board does not meet in December, permit approval is necessary for these projects to continue and they are in compliance with the zoning regulations.  Councilor Treanor stated that as zoning chair he was fine with the council passing these permits.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to approve both of the building permits.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.        

Steve Breiter thanked the council for approving the loan and building permits.  He will have plan layout for the store available at Snowflake Dazzle.  Jim Heins noted that the two loans would not cover the cost of the rehabilitation.  There were several things that needed updating such as floor leveling, tuck-pointing and a new heating and air conditioning unit.  Mr. Heins also talked about the four businesses that are going into 501 Main St East.  Mayor Swanson wished him well in his new ventures.  

Mayor Swanson recessed meeting at 7:59 p.m. for the annual holiday party.      

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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