CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday, February 18, 2014

Members present:  Schultz, Etherington, Treanor and Swanson.  Absent:  Christian     

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Liquor Store Manager Johnson 

Others present:  Janelle Mathews-Maple River Messenger, Kara FitzSimmons, Mike FitzSimmons, Bob Decker, Kyle Sieh

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Schultz asked about the liquor store insurance.  Administrator Woodruff replied that Mike Johnson from M & M Insurance was an asset and helped get the insurance straightened out.  

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the consent agenda.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
A. Minutes 2/4/14

B. Bills totaling  $99,107.05

C. Zoning Minutes

D. Insurance audit for liquor store

E. Letter of resignation part time officer

F. Staff written reports

Adopt Agenda

Administrator Woodruff added miscellaneous items to New Business D.

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt the agenda with the addition.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Quarterly department report:  Liquor Department

Liquor Store Manager Johnson reported the following:

· The food category is performing very well.  She would like to expand this category.

· She is working on a promotional piece for Daly Park.

· Upcoming entertainment

Councilor Schultz noted it was good to see some better numbers for January.  

Community Comment

No one was present for Community Comment.

Presentations: 

Request – Kara FitzSimmons – Business in home on Silver Street

Administrator Woodruff explained that Kara FitzSimmons is looking to move her business into Mapleton and is interested in 603 Silver Street.  The zoning board’s biggest concern is that the property could go back to a residential use at a later time.  They are recommending a conditional use permit.  The zoning board also expressed concern about parking.  Mrs. FitzSimmons explained that the school and Protein Sources granted permission to use their parking lots in the evening and weekends.  She is planning on being open every Friday and one time per month have an extended weekend.  Councilor Schultz asked if she had looked at other open spaces on Main Street.  Mrs. FitzSimmons explained that she had made a deposit on one until the landlord changed the terms.  She also commented that Blue Earth County will not let her have a retail space in her home.  Bob Decker expressed concern about parking and people backing out during school times.  He was interested in the conditional use permit as he did not wish to see the lot become permanently commercial use.  Mr. Decker also asked about signage.  Mrs. FitzSimmons explained that if she put out anything during the day, then it would be brought in at night.  It was the consensus of the council to hold a public hearing for a conditional use permit.  Mayor Swanson thanked all for attending.  Councilor Schultz thanked them for considering Mapleton as a place for their business.  

New Business

A. Resolution 7-02-14 Public Works Equipment Rotation 

Councilor Schultz thanked those who worked hard on the schedule.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 07-02-14 approving capital outlay equipment rotation for the public works department.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Schultz, Treanor and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Christian.  Motion carried.    

B. Change date of March 18th council meeting to March 25 with auditor      

It was the consensus of the council to change the council meeting date from March 18th to March 25.  

C. Resolution 8-02-14 Special Assessment rate for PFA loan

This resolution is a requirement for the financing.  Administrator Woodruff noted that there will be some assessment on this project for sewer lining.  Councilor Schultz noted that the PFA loan rate was lower than anticipated.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt Resolution 08-02-14 setting the PFA loan special assessment interest rate at 3%.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Schultz, Treanor and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Christian.  Motion carried.      

D. Miscellaneous

Administrator Woodruff informed the council of the following items:

· Bob Johnson’s insurance claim was settled for $750.  The city has a $250 deductible on this.  

· Due to the cold, seven fire department valves and the water fill blew apart.  It is likely the valves will be covered under insurance.  Hopefully the water fill is safer now.  

· Four water lines have frozen in town.  Water bills will be adjusted accordingly if residents are running water when the water temperature is below 34 degrees.

· Councilor Christian is having the grader welded again.  If this does not work, the part will be ordered.  

· The speaker for the last Mayor/Clerk meeting was from the Blue Earth County Historical Society.  She talked about displaying vintage pictures in public buildings.  Administrator Woodruff thought some pictures would look nice in the fire station.  

· She is meeting with KEYC to discuss the commercial for the residential lots that are for sale.  

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 7:32 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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