CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday February 19, 2013

Members present:  Etherington, Schultz, Treanor and Swanson.  Absent:  Christian.  

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen  

Others present:  Tyler Pieper-Maple River Messenger, Andrea Johnson

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Etherington questioned three bills.  

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A. Minutes 2-5-13

B. Bills totaling  $56,596.67 

C. Agreement – L. Caron property

D. Staff Written reports

Adopt Agenda

EDA update was added as New Business item C.

Administrator Woodruff requested the March 16th council meeting move to March 26th.  It was the consensus of the council to move the council meeting to March 26th.  

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt the agenda with the addition.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Community Comment

No one was present for community comment.

Unfinished Business

A. Ordinance for snow and ice – a proposed change to the ice section

Mayor Swanson commended staff for work on the ordinance and policy updates.  Administrator Woodruff explained that there isn’t much that can be done for the ice after freezing rain and the temperature is very cold.  If sand and salt is placed on the ice, it will make the surface walkable.  Also there are melting and re-freezing situations with sidewalks making them icy.  Councilor Etherington asked if a fee of $50 would be added to the taxes for ice.  Administrator Woodruff replied that the fee would be the same as snow removal.  Councilor Etherington stated that 36 hours is not enough time to get all of the ice off.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the changes to Ordinance 92.02.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

New Business

A. Resolution 9-2-13 Adopting Communication and Social Media Policy 

Administrator Woodruff updated the computer use policy and added in a section about social media.  There has been a data privacy issue when an employee posted things on Facebook.  Also, there is a clause if people post inappropriate items on the city’s Facebook page.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 9-2-13 adopting communication and social media policy.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Schultz, Treanor and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Christian.  Motion carried.  

B. Resolution 10-2-13 Adopting Special Assessment Policy

Administrator Woodruff explained that there were no changes made to the policy.  The assessment policy was out of date due to changes the council had approved during the street project.  The policy reflects the flat rate assessments for street and utility assessments.  Administrator Woodruff noted that alleys are still 100% assessable.  She suggested they change to 50% property owner/50% city.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 10-2-13 adopting the special assessment policy and changing alleys to 50% assessable.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Schultz, Treanor and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Christian.  Motion carried.      

C. EDA Update

Councilor Schultz informed the council that the EDA has met with a person interested in opening a hardware store.  Also at this time the persons interested in opening a pharmacy are not going to do so because of the uncertainty in healthcare.  There will be an EDA Facebook page to get the word out about community events.  The EDA is talking about putting up and digital sign or two.  Soon the city will own 22 lots on the southwest side of town.  The EDA would like to promotional materials ready because Wal-mart is getting closer to building the grocery distribution center in Mankato.  Councilor Schultz also stated the EDA is creating a survey for businesses and would like to involve the Chamber in this project.  Due to all of this activity they plan on meeting more frequently.  Councilor Etherington asked if there is a person interested in a new restaurant.  Administrator Woodruff replied that someone has inquired about an internet café.  

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 7:35 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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