CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday, March 17, 2015
Members present:  Christian, Treanor, Maslakow and Hollerich.  Absent:  Etherington.     

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Water Operator Johnson, Wastewater Operator Bartholomew
Others present:  Sara Heins-Maple River Messenger, Tom Olinger-Abdo Eick & Myers, Dan Sarff-Bolton & Menk
Mayor Hollerich called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda & Agenda
Tim Klein/All Pets was added as New Business item E.

Liquor Store electrical and deck was added as New Business item F.
Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt the consent agenda and agenda as amended.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
A. Minutes 3/3/15
B. Bills totaling  $85,702.87
C. Liquor Quarterly Report
D. Resignation from Becky Rose

E. Corinne Dietrich-Trust Fund

F. Adopt Agenda

G. Staff written reports

Community Comment

No one was present for Community Comment.    
Quarterly Update: Wastewater Operator Bartholomew reported the following:
· Ramp at compost site
· Equipment rotation

· Hay by the ponds

· He has been sweeping streets

· Water Operator Johnson has been doing spring cleaning at the parks

· Put winter equipment away

Mayor Hollerich noted that they discussed the timing of equipment rotation items.  They will be getting bids for a grader and in 2016 look at the sweeper and 1-ton truck.  He mentioned that the tiling at the park between the batting cages estimates came in at $2608, which was higher than originally anticipated.
Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Christian seconded to approve the Boening bid of $2608 to tile between the batting cages.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Maslakow, Treanor, Christian and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Etherington.  Motion carried. 

New Business

A. Tom Olinger – Abdo Eick and Meyer - Audit 

Tom Olinger presented the annual 2014 audit report.  In general, the city is in good financial shape.  There was the usual segregation of duties findings.  Part of the five-year plan is reallocating general fund money to the debt service funds to minimize the tax impact to residents.  Transfers will continue to be made to the EDA fund to eliminate the deficit in the future.  Mr. Olinger also recommended scheduling street projects as the current bonds mature to keep the outstanding debt consistent so there aren’t tax spikes for residents.  The water disbursements were more than the receipts due to the planned purchase of the water meters.  Money will be transferred from the water fund to the sewer fund to help pay for the PFA project.  Mr. Olinger encouraged capitol planning of the water fund reserves.  The sewer fund receipts were a little under the expenses, thus the need for a transfer from the water fund.  The refuse fund continued to have a healthy cash balance.  The storm sewer fund currently has a deficit.  The rates were originally set up as a low fee to eliminate some of the levy.  However the receipts are not enough ad debt is added each time a street project is done.  Mr. Olinger reported good news that the liquor fund had a net change in position of $72,820, a 12.1% increase.  Mr. Olinger also noted that Mapleton’s taxes per capita are lower than the peer group.  He also talked briefly about GASB 68 and how not having an accrual for the Fire Relief may hurt the city’s bond rating.  Mayor Hollerich responded that the council talked about this late last fall and the bond company the city uses felt it may not affect our bond rating.  Mayor Hollerich thanked Mr. Olinger for the report.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Maslakow seconded to approve the audit as presented.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.         

B. Coleen Lindemann – Town and Country Days update       

Coleen Lindemann and Sara Isebrand updated the council about Town and Country Days.  Most of the events are the same as last year.  They thanked the council for the fireworks donation from the Liquor Store.  Thursday will be the grand opening of the museum and it will have regular hours afterward.  Mayor Hollerich noted that the council was looking at spraying for mosquitoes Town and Country Days weekend to see if people notice any positive effects.  The council thanked them for the update.    

C. Mosquito Control discussion

Administrator Woodruff asked if the council was interested in pursuing mosquito spraying this year.  Councilor Hollerich noted that only one person had mentioned it to him when he was campaigning.  Administrator Woodruff explained that the city of Minnesota Lake employees sprays their own town, but they cannot spray Mapleton because they are not licensed.  Mayor Hollerich asked if we could rent Minnesota Lake’s equipment.  Administrator Woodruff will ask.  Mayor Hollerich suggested spraying during Town and Country Days to see if there is a positive effect and see if people want the spraying to continue.  Councilor Christian noted that there were a lot of people who responded to the survey last year wanted the city to spray for mosquitoes.  Administrator Woodruff will obtain prices to spray for Town and Country Days.  
D. Change covenants for the Caron Addition

Mayor Hollerich explained the EDA received a recommendation from a realtor to allow modular homes on the Caron Addition lots.  Administrator Woodruff explained that there are some really nice looking modular homes in town.  The EDA discussed and recommends the change to the covenants.  Councilor Maslakow moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to approve the Caron Addition covenants change.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  
E. Tim Klein – All Pets drainage

Engineer Sarff explained that All Pets is located in a low spot with nowhere for the storm water to drain.  MNDOT is interested in a pipe in the ditch since the ditch is flat and does not drain.  He felt there was enough depth for the pipe to connect to the storm sewer at the intersection of Highway 30 and Highway 22.  MNDOT has agreed to provide the pipe that will be installed in the ditch.  The portion of the project that is in the Highway 22 ditch is estimated to cost between $8,000 to $9,000.  The rest of the project is on private property and Tim Klein is willing to pay for a tile drain his area.  Dr. Klein noted that the drain tile would also help dry up properties to the west of All Pets.  It would also help his business as the parking lot is often wet.  This has caused his new cement to lift and he can no longer get a door open.  Dr. Klein also stated that the ditch is often wet and as a result is not mowed.  He would like to have the Highway 22 corridor nice looking for people who pass through town.  Mayor Hollerich stated it would be nice to see the Highway 22 corridor improved.  This is also a breeding ground for mosquitoes.  He also felt it was important to provide an outlet for this drainage issue.  Councilors Treanor and Christian were also in favor of the ditch portion of the project since the water also comes from the properties to the west.  Engineer Sarff cautioned that the city has not assisted with private drainage in a rear lot before, but the ditch portion is public drainage.  It was the consensus of the council to obtain bid numbers from local contractors for the ditch portion of the project.  Dr. Klein thanked the council for their consideration.  
F. Liquor Store electrical & deck

Mike Kunkel estimated it will cost approximately $1400 to install an electrical box on the light pole behind the variety store.  This is needed for the band to perform on the 100 block of Second Ave NE for the Town and Country Days street dance.  Sara Isebrand stated that a lot of people feel the dance should be held on the street.  It was the general consensus of the council to install the electricity for the street dance.  
It was also the consensus of the council to allow a temporary patio on the east side of the Liquor Store as a test spot for a future more permanent patio.  The parking lot will be repaved this summer and the deck will likely be removed.  Staff has received several complaints about the sun and wind in the summer on the current deck location.  
Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Maslakow seconded to adjourn the meeting.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  Mayor Hollerich adjourned the meeting at 8:25 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

John Hollerich, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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