CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday March 26, 2013

Members present:  Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Absent:  Treanor.  

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Wastewater Operator Bartholomew  

Others present:  Tyler Pieper-Maple River Messenger, Dan Sarff – Bolton & Menk, Tom Olinger – Abdo, Eick & Meyers 

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Etherington questioned two bills.  

Councilor Christian moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A. Minutes 3-5-13

B. Bills totaling  $81580.11 

C. Liquor Store Quarterly

D. Police Quarterly

E. Letter to editor from Police Chief Honsey

F. Midcontinent Annual Report

G. Staff Written reports

Adopt Agenda

Councilor Christian moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt the agenda.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Public Works Report

Wastewater Operator Bartholomew reported that the water meters have been read and they are getting ready for spring.  He also reported that the road grader has been down for about three weeks.  They plan on finishing up work in the storage shed in the near future.  Mayor Swanson asked about the shed roof.  Wastewater Operator Bartholomew replied that replaces some shingles each year because they are falling off.  The roof is on the list to be replaced.  Mayor Swanson thanked him for the report.  

Presentation:  Audit 2012 – Tom Olinger

Tom Olinger presented the annual 2012 audit report.  In general, the city is in good financial shape.  The liquor store did show a loss again this year so a public hearing is needed.  Mr. Olinger recommended greater internal control over cash receipts and greater inventory control.  He talked about action items to clean up some of the funds.  Mr. Olinger recommended doing phase two of the street project after a bond or two mature.  Mayor Swanson thanked Mr. Olinger for the presentation.    

Unfinished Business

A. Dan Sarff – Bolton & Menk – Update on PFA Loan

Engineer Sarff updated the council on the PFA project.  The plans have been submitted to PCA for review.  After receiving approval to proceed, the next step is to advertise for bids.  Engineer Sarff briefly talked about various aspects of the project.  Mayor Swanson thanked Engineer Sarff for his report.  

B. EDA Update – Incentives for sale of lots

Administrator Woodruff explained that the enclosed information is a marketing tool to get people interested in the lots.  The EDA recommends selling the lots for $5,000 each.  However the realtor encourages a higher price.  Councilor Schultz suggested the EDA review the selling price again.  Councilor Etherington asked if the low lot price would hurt the houses that are for sale in town.  Councilor Christian noted that the city wants the lots to sell quickly to increase the tax base.      

Councilor Schultz updated the council on the hardware store.  There are three people interested in opening the hardware store.  Based on discussions with these people and representatives from Hardware Hank, it may be better for the EDA to purchase the building and lease it back at favorable rates.  One of the interested persons will be at the next EDA meeting with more information.  

New Business

A. Resolution 14-3-13 Front Mount Mower  

Wastewater Operator Bartholomew explained that the current mower has 1300 hours on it and is scheduled for replacement this year.  Councilor Schultz asked if there were any concerns about the Kubota from Arnold’s since it is a lower price.  Wastewater Operator Bartholomew replied that they have not heard anything bad about them.  Councilor Etherington thought that since the trade in on the mower is so good, that maybe the mower didn’t need to be replaced yet.  Councilor Christian moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt Resolution 14-3-13 approving purchase of front mount mower from Arnold’s of Mankato in the amount of $11,888.00.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  Etherington.  Absent:  Treanor.  Motion carried.  

B. Resolution 15-3-13 Gambling Booth Lease

Administrator Woodruff explained that Liquor Store Manager Johnson would like to open the boxes behind the bar when the booth closes.  She hoped that by doing this people will stay longer and purchase more drinks.  Liquor Store Manager Johnson is also considering getting rid of the gambling booth and only having the boxes behind the bar.  Councilor Etherington was against the reopening of the bar boxes after 10 p.m.  Councilor Schultz suggested trying this for three months and see what the results are.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt Resolution 15-3-13 approving addendum to gambling booth lease as a three-month trial.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  Etherington.  Absent:  Treanor.  Motion carried.      

C. Misc:  Update on flower pots on Main Street

Administrator Woodruff informed the council that the Beautification Committee is no longer in existence.  Mindy Annis has been doing the flower planters for the past several years.  She gave Administrator Woodruff all of her information about planting and maintaining the planters.  At the public works quarterly meeting they discussed getting a sprayer for the gator to water the planters.  Administrator Woodruff would like to have an open house for the Beautification Committee thanking them for all of the work that they did.  

Mayor Swanson thanked Administrator Woodruff and Deputy Clerk Olsen for the good audit report.  The council concurred.  

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 8:10 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk 
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