CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday, March 5, 2013

Members present:  Christian, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Absent:  Treanor.   

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Fire Chief Froehlich, Mike Bammert 

Others present:  Tyler Pieper-Maple River Messenger, Mark Parsley, Carol Parsley, Coleen Lindemann, Sara Isebrand, Rodney Gay

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the consent agenda.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
A. Minutes 2/19/13

B. Bills totaling $71,822.66

C. Staff written reports

Adopt Agenda

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt the agenda with the additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Community Comment

No one was present for Community Comment.
Fire Chief Froehlich – Fire Department Report

Fire Chief Froehlich explained the proposal to rebuild the thirteen-year-old SCBA for half of the cost of new SCBA.  The rebuilt SCBA will have four-year warranty, which is the same as the warranty on new ones.  Chief Froehlich felt that with the refurbishment, they should get another ten years out of them.  They plan to send four in a year for four years to be rebuilt.  Fire Chief Froehlich also reported that some repairs are needed on the rescue van.  Mayor Swanson thanked him for attending.  

Unfinished Business 

A.  Mark Parsley – snow and ice ordinance & Rodney Gay 

Mark and Sue Parsley were present to request salt and sand for their sidewalk because they feel the recent change to the ice on sidewalks ordinance is an unfunded mandate.  Councilor Schultz explained the amended ordinance gave the option for putting salt and sand on the ice.  Previously, the ordinance stated that the ice had to be removed.  Mr. Parsley had a problem with the police checking the sidewalks and issuing citations.  Administrator Woodruff explained the system of checking the sidewalks, hiring a person to plow and sending a bill.  Rodney Gay talked about the bills that he received for the properties that he owns.  He showed pictures of the plowing that had been done on 502 Troendle St SW.  Mayor Swanson explained that the council enforces the ordinance to protect from liability.  Councilor Etherington felt that the city fee of $50 to clean sidewalks is too high.  Administrator Woodruff explained that the city does not want to be in competition with businesses that clean sidewalks, which is why the fee is so high.  The council discussed providing sand when there is an ice storm or an unusual circumstance.  Administrator Woodruff stated that there are state statutes that require city sidewalks are safe.        

New Business

A. Resolution 13-03-13 SCBA Refurbished air tanks

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 13-03-13 approving rebuilding four SCBA air packs and tanks per year at a cost of approximately $3,600 per unit.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Treanor.  Motion carried.     

B. Update on Town and Country Days       

Coleen Lindemann presented the council with an update on Town and Country Days.  The major changes are there will be no fireworks due to funding and there will be a semi-pro football game Saturday night.  The Grand Marshals are LeRoy and Norma Baack.  She read a letter from the board regarding the council’s decision to only pay $1,000 for the beer garden.  Sara Isebrand talked about the lack of funding for the events.  Administrator Woodruff stated that last year the council had made a decision that they would discuss the beer garden fee in January.  Currently, the Liquor Store cannot afford more than $1,000 and the council wanted to let them know early about the reduced donation.  Mayor Swanson would like to see the celebration continue.  Sara Isebrand stated that people want a street dance on the street, not behind the Muni.  She also suggested a cover charge.  Administrator Woodruff explained that there will be a Liquor Store Quarterly meeting soon and the cost associated with moving the electricity will be discussed.  Various Town and Country Day events were discussed.    

C. Resolution 11-03-13 PFA Application

Administrator Woodruff explained that this resolution is a formality for the funding.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt Resolution 11-3-13 approving the resolution of application for Minnesota Public Facilities Funding.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Treanor.  Motion carried.  

D. Resolution 12-02-13 Relay for Life 2013

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt Resolution 12-03-13 approving Relay for Life in Heritage Park.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Treanor.  Motion carried.  

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 8:41 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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