CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday, March 6, 2012

Members present:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Absent:  Christian.  

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Police Chief Honsey, Liquor Assistant Strehlo, Fire Chief Ben Froehlich

Others present:  Tyler Pieper-Maple River Messenger, Dan Sarff-Bolton & Menk, Don Fezler 

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Administrator Woodruff pointed out the Wastewater treatment reports that showed the impact of sump pumps when they are in the sanitary sewer.  

Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A. Minutes 2-21-12

B. Bills totaling  $ 38,221.86

C. Police Department Report

D. Sewer pumping January and February reports

E. Staff written reports

Adopt Agenda

Resolution 3-14-12 was added to Unfinished Business item A.

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the agenda with the addition.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Department Reports

Fire

Ben Froehlich reported that there were ten calls in February.  The recently repaired pumper had a computer problem and that has been repaired.  Councilor Etherington asked how much the repairs cost.        

Liquor

Liquor Assistant Strehlo reported about the MMBA Boot Camp.  She has been working on updating the Liquor Store Policy and promotional ideas.  The second meat raffle went over well.  Liquor Assistant Strehlo mentioned the tabs at the Liquor Store.  Administrator Woodruff noted that the policy says there are no tabs.  The outstanding tabs need to be paid.  Administrator Woodruff said with the Council approval, the customers with outstanding tabs would be sent a notice to pay.  It was the consensus of the council to send notices and tabs will no longer be allowed.    

Police

Police Chief Honsey reported on the bomb threat that occured at the school yesterday.  He is trying to use facebook and city email alerts for press updates.      

Community Comment

No one was present for Community Comment.    

Unfinished Business

A. Dan Sarff-Bolton and Menk-Feasibility Report and Facility Plan for PFA Application 

Engineer Sarff distributed the Wastewater Facility Plan that is needed for the PFA application.  He reviewed key points with the council.  The total for this project is approximately $1,917,000.  This does not include any costs for water main, storm sewer work and only a portion of the street costs.  Engineer Sarff requested a public hearing as soon as possible.  It is a formality for the PFA application process.  The funding for this would be available in 2013, if approved.  

Engineer Sarff presented a summary of the proposed 2012 street and utility improvement project.  Councilor Donovan asked about utilities on the 500 block of Grove Street.  There was discussion about moving the sidewalk on the 200 block of Third Ave NE to the West side.  Mayor Swanson asked about the alleys intersecting with the proposed work on Second Ave NE.  The grand total for the project is approximately $1,800,000.  The hearing would be called for March 27th.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 3-14-12 receiving report and calling hearing on improvement.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Christian.  Motion carried.  

New Business

A. Ordinance 70.12 regulating the use of golf cart and permit

Police Chief Honsey had received several calls last year about golf carts on city streets and the age limits of those driving the golf carts.  The state statuate was not clear.  Councilor Etherington asked about four-wheelers.  Police Chief Honsey stated that there are already laws regarding those.  Administrator Woodruff noted that the operator has to be 15 years old, but you have to be 18 years old to get the permit.  There was a discussion about insurance.  Councilor Donovan was hesitant about charging a fee for the permit.  Councilor Schultz noted that there is some paperwork and time involved so a fee of $5.00 was determined.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to approve Ordinance 70.12 regulating the use of golf carts and approving the permit.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.    

B. Resolution 3-11-12 Relay for Life in Heritage Park

The Senior Class of 2012 would again like to hold Relay for Life at Heritage Park.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 3-11-12 approving Relay for Life in City Park.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Christian.  Motion carried.  

C.  Resolution 3-12-12 Employee Contract

Police Chief Honsey learned about contracts in 2007 at a police training that he attended.  This has been discussed at police quarterly meeting.  The contracts will protect the employees because there would have to be just cause for termination.  They would protect the city with the extended 30-day notice of termination.  Councilor Schultz stated that the contracts are for the higher visable employees due to conflicts that may arise with the public.  Councilor Donovan questioned some of the wording.  There was discussion and clarification about various points.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 3-12-12 approving employee contracts with the changes as discussed.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Christian.  Motion carried.  

D. Resolution 3-13-12 Hiring part time bartender

Administrator Woodruff reported that there is a real shortage of day shifts.  Councilor Donovan asked if they were hired to fill a position or for specific shifts.  Administrator Woodruff stated that is was not stipulated that the staff had to be available during the day.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt Resolution 3-13-12 hiring Peg Starkey as a part time bartender.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Christian.  Motion carried.    

Administrator Woodruff noted that there is a policy in place that our police and fire departments to not search for bombs.  This is on the recommendation of the League of Minnesota Cities.  This is because our staff is not familiar with the surroundings.  

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 9:04  p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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