CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday, March 8, 2016
Members present:  Treanor, Etherington, Maslakow and Hollerich.  Absent:  Christian.     

Staff members present:  Deputy Clerk Olsen, Wastewater Operator Bartholomew 

Others present:  Sara Heins-Maple River Messenger, 
Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Agenda

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Maslakow seconded to adopt the agenda with the addition.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  
Consent Agenda

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
A. Minutes 2-16-16
B. Bills totaling  $90,538.97
C. Basic Building Permit

D. Fire Dept. quarterly agenda

E. Mapleton Day Care Info

F. Donation from pull tab sales

G. Xcel Credit

H. Staff written reports

Quarterly Update – Liquor Sarah Olsen

Deputy Clerk Olsen reported the following:
· The pull tabs have been very busy the past few months.    
· She received quotes for a new NSF refrigerator which is required for the food license.  There will be a resolution to purchase one at the next council meeting.  
· The preliminary audit numbers look good.  Gross profit percentage was discussed at quarterly.    

Community Comment

No one was present for community comment.        
Unfinished Business
1. Resolution 3-3-16 Street Sweeper

Mayor Hollerich noted that both sweepers were similar, but had different amount of miles.  Wastewater Operator Bartholomew explained that the sweeper would have new brooms, be repainted and any other issues would be fixed.  The one he is looking at is a used sweeper from the City of Burnsville.  Mayor Hollerich noted that it was in the price range that was discussed at a previous meeting.  Councilor Treanor would like to see the whole town swept on a regular sweeping schedule.  Wastewater Operator Bartholomew explained that he usually doesn’t sweep in areas where there aren’t boulevard trees due to complaints in the past.  He also recommended advertising for people to move their cars off of the streets prior to Town and Country Days when all of the streets are swept again.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Maslakow seconded to adopt Resolution 3-3-16 approving purchase of a street sweeper for a cost of $72,500.00.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Treanor, Maslakow and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Christian.  Motion carried.
2. Update for Public Works employee

Administrator Woodruff reported that nine applications have been received to date.  We will accept applications until the end of the week.  
3. Solar Garden update

Mayor Hollerich explained that an additional sixteen acres of land is needed for the solar garden.  It will expand across the county ditch.  They are working with Blue Earth County to get everything resolved.  
4. Resolution 6-3-16 bar stools for liquor store

Mayor Hollerich explained that the Liquor Store received a sample of the less expensive bar stool.  Staff feels the chair will be fine.  Councilor Treanor asked what will happen to the old stools.  Deputy Clerk Olsen replied that there was a request to purchase some of them.  It was the general consensus of the council to set a price to sell the old ones and scrap whatever doesn’t sell.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 6-3-16 approving purchase of bar stools for the Municipal Liquor Store at a cost of $1047.19 from Tri Mark.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Treanor, Maslakow and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Christian.  Motion carried.      

New Business

A. Refuse & Recycling Update 

Mayor Hollerich explained that Administrator Woodruff and he talked with Sertoma.  They have been doing the city’s recycling pickup since 1989 and have done a really good job.  Their membership is getting older and they are having difficulty getting volunteers.  City staff looked for things that Sertoma could do as a service to the community.  There is a list of beautification projects that Sertoma has agreed to do.  The city will continue to pay them $500 per month.  Everyone feels that both Sertoma and the city will benefit from this change.  Waste Management proposes to do curbside pickup two times per month.  Everyone will receive a 96-gallon bin for the recycling.  Recycling will be put out the same day as the regular garbage. There will be an increase in the residential recycling fee.  The recycling rate has not increased in over a dozen years.  Administrator Woodruff notified the townships of the recycling change as they all have their annual meeting tonight.  Mayor Hollerich noted that the timing of the changeover is unknown at this time.  Information will be sent out to residents and hopefully there will be a newspaper article.  Administrator Woodruff will have new contracts for Sertoma and Waste Management at the next meeting.  

B. Resolution 4-3-16 contract with Minnesota Waste processing

This resolution is a formality.  All of the garbage in Blue Earth County goes there.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 4-3-16 authorizing contract with Minnesota Waste Processing Company, LLC.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Treanor, Maslakow and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Christian.  Motion carried
C. House at 409 1st Ave SW

Mayor Hollerich explained that the house at 409 First Ave SW is not lilvable.  There are delinquent taxes and the owner has left the state.  There are roughtly $12,000 in back taxes and assessments plus the 2016 property taxes.  Administrator Woodruff explained that there have been people looking at the house and one offer has been made on the property.  Mayor Hollerich noted that the challenge is that there are so may good sized vacant lots for sale in the area that no one will purchase the property to tear down the house and rebuild.  Neither Councilor Treanor or Mayor Hollerich want to purchase the property, but the house is going to continue to be an eyesore and a nuisance problem.  Purchasing the property now is the cheapest route.  The council did not like the proposed offer where the property owner would receive almost $2,000.  Administrator Woodruff suggested the council could offer whatever it takes to pay for the taxes and closing costs.  She also noted that the property has been an eyesore and nuisance property for years.  Wastewater Opeator Bartholomew noted that the longer the city waits, the more it is going to cost in delinquent taxes.  Administrator Woodruff did not know if the adjacent neighbors would be interested in the property.  Councilor Treanor asked if the city should bid out the job to clean it out and level the house.  Administrator Woodruff noted that Boening Brothers cleaned out the house and leveled the structure on Smith Street.  After some discussion, it was the consensus of the council that the cost of cleanup is not a factor in whether the council purchases the property or not.  Councilors Treanor and Maslakow felt that the city owed it to the neighborhood to clean up the property.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Maslakow seconded to adopt Resolution 7-3-2016 to purchase the house for the cost of the taxes, assessments, realator fees and transfer fees.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Treanor, Maslakow and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Christian.  Motion carried.  

D. Resolution 5-3-16 Fireworks during Town & Country Days

Mayor Hollerich noted that the Town and Country Days fireworks cost $5,000 and the insurance is approximately $500.  He felt the fireworks are enjoyed by a lot of people and it is a good project for the Liquor Store to sponsor.  Mayor Hollerich moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to approve the donation of $5,000 to the Town and Country Day Celebration for fireworks and the cost of the insurance for the fireworks at approsimately $500.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Treanor, Maslakow and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Christian.  Motion carried
Wastewater Operator Bartholomew thanked the council for the street sweeper.  

Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adjourn the meeting.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  Mayor Hollerich adjourned the meeting at 7:43p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

John Hollerich, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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