CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday, April 15, 2014

Members present:  Schultz, Etherington, Christian, Treanor and Swanson.       

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, 

Others present:  Janelle Mathews-Maple River Messenger, Josh Pearson-Region 9 

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt the consent agenda.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
A. Minutes 4/15/14

B. Bills totaling  $76,916.19

C. Zoning Minutes and permits

D. Shop quarterly report

E. Commercial schedule

F. Staff written reports

Adopt Agenda

Miscellaneous – Sewer line was added ad New Business item E.

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt the agenda with the addition.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Community Comment

No one was present for Community Comment.

Presentations: 

Josh Pearson – Region 9 Transportation Planner

Josh Pearson presented information about MNDOT’s transportation plan for 2015 – 2018.  Highway 22 from Mapleton to south of Mankato is scheduled for 2017-2018.  Councilor Schultz felt this was an opportunity with the development in Mankato happening and trying to market Mapleton as a place to live.  Councilor Schultz also asked if there was any talk about regional transit because it is lacking in Blue Earth County.  Mr. Pearson stated that in 2015 is the next opportunity to update transit.  He talked about brining car poolers together on a web site or van service.  There was a discussion if anyone would use these services.  A community survey could be done.  Mr. Pearson also asked what is Mapleton’s niche or edge, such as what Mapleton can offer that Mankato cannot.  Some items suggested were smaller town, larger lots/houses and lower housing costs.  Region 9 can help with a survey and community development ideas to help promote Mapleton.  Mr. Pearson also asked how long ago a comprehensive land use plan was completed.  Councilor Schultz liked the idea of working with Region 9 for a transportation survey.  Mr. Pearson suggested talking to the county about a dial a ride service that is usually done through public health.  Councilor Schultz suggested this as a topic for Mayor/Clerks to talk about.  Mayor Swanson asked what other counties have transit services.  Mr. Pearson replied that there is the Prairie Express and one in Watonwan County.  Mayor Swanson thanked him for attending.  

Unfinished Business

1. Resolution 13-03-14 Approving City Office Help

Administrator Woodruff explained the position was advertised and there were some excellent candidates.  Darla Ward, Pemberton City Clerk, was the best candidate.  Councilor Schultz stated that she knows city government.  Administrator Woodruff noted that help is needed and she can start right away.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt Resolution 13-03-14 Hiring Darla Ward for up to 15 hours per week.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Schultz, Christian, Treanor and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  
New Business

A. Resolution 20-4-14 Hiring Bartender 

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt Resolution 20-04-14 hiring Janet Massop as a bartender for the Municipal Liquor Store.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Schultz, Christian, Treanor and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.    

B. Town and Country Day request      

The Fire Department will a pork feed during Town and Country Days.  Administrator Woodruff requested a small beer garden by the Fire Station from 3:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. on June 14th.  Only beer would be served with a small snow fence around the grass area north of the fire station.  She also requested people be able to take the beer into the fire station when they eat.  Police Chief Honsey is ok with this.  Councilor Schultz recommended table toppers at the pork feed advertising Sinister.  It was the consensus of the council to do this small beer garden at the fire station.  

C. Letter from Mark Gartner – expansion & replacement of building

Administrator Woodruff explained Mark Gartner is applying for a feedlot conditional use permit through Blue Earth County.  He would like to replace the building at 12178 Highway 22 S, Mapleton that was lost earlier in the year due to fire.  He would also like to expand at 58753 119th St Mapleton.    Part of the feedlot process is that he notifies the city since both are within 2 miles of the city limits.  Mayor Swanson noted that Duncanson’s have come to council meetings in the past about feedlots.     

D. Policy request on meal reimbursement

Administrator Woodruff explained the employee meal reimbursement policy has not been updated in many years.  Currently it does not cover the cost of meals so employees are not getting the full reimbursement.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to approve the policy change.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

E. Misc. – Sewer Line

Administrator Woodruff explained a situation with the sewer line on First Ave SW that was stubbed in from Highway 30.  There was an attempt to televise the sewer main on the 100 block of First Ave SW, but they could not get through because of dirt and PVC pieces.  Mike Schmitz from Bolton and Menk will look at the televising tape and see if he remembers how the line from Highway 30 was connected.  Wastewater Operator Bartholomew thought perhaps this should be dug up to fix the connection.  It was the consensus to fix the connection if it is needed.  

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 7:42 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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