CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday, May 1, 2012

Members present:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.    

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Police Chief Honsey, Liquor Manager Johnson, Fire Chief Ben Froehlich, Water Operator Johnson

Others present:  Tyler Pieper-Maple River Messenger, Dan Sarff-Bolton & Menk, Ken Warner, Harlan Marble 

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A. Minutes 4/17/12

B. Bills totaling  $ 169,540.79

C. Work Comp Dividend

D. Staff written reports

Adopt Agenda

Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the agenda with the addition.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Department Reports

Public Works

Water Operator Johnson reported they have been televising sewer service lines for the project along with mowing and spraying.  The park sewer service line was televised and the line is no longer useable.  The park board will meet soon to discuss options for the park bathroom near the playground.  There have been no bids or calls about the public works pickup that is for sale.  He suggested placing it out at Scott’s Body Shop for more visibility.  Liquor Store Manager Johnson suggested listing it on Craig’s List.  Water Operator Johnson reported at the shop quarterly meeting they were recommending replacing the International tractor and snow blower.  They found a 20-year old New Holland bi-directional tractor for a decent price.  There will be a proposal at the next council meeting.          

Fire

Fire Chief Froehlich reported there were eleven calls in April.  They finished the First Responder training.  They also had SCBA training.  Soon they will be having confined space training.  These trainings are covered by a training grant along with some upcoming trainings.  The Relief Association fundraising money purchased new traffic wands and reflective vests for better roadside visibility.  

Liquor

Liquor Manager Johnson reported the new screen door has helped with the fly problem.  The new stereo receiver also helps with customer morale and keeping them drinking longer.  She has been working on social network building and has 100 likes on Facebook.  Liquor Manager Johnson will have a clearance sale during the city wide garage sale.  There is a golf tournament planned in June.  For Town and Country Days MC Express will perform inside on Friday night, Side FX will be outside in the beer garden on Saturday night.  A bean bag tourney is also planned during Town and Country Days.  

Police 

Police Chief Honsey reported that they have been busy with cases and assisting in a drug task force search.  He will be starting ordinance violations (junk car, weed/lawn, etc) soon.  The full time officers completed First Responder training with the fire department.  Police Chief Honsey reported that he attended the annual police chief conference.  This year he was able to get approximately $250 worth of boots and uniforms for free.  He also attended the police vehicle expo to look at and test drive the new police vehicles since Ford has switched their line of police cruisers.  Police Chief Honsey noted that a new car will be needed in about a year and a half.  Councilor Schulz asked about the lease program.  Police Chief Honsey replied that he will review if the lease was a good idea when it comes time to replace the main car.  He also noted that he needs to hire a part time officer due to two quitting last fall.  There will be no increase in coverage hours, these are just on an as needed basis to cover vacation time and Town and Country Days.  

Councilor Etherington felt that the city should recognize an honest person who found a billfold containing a large sum of cash.  Police Chief Honsey noted that by law if one finds such an item, the item needs to be turned in.  It was the general consensus of the council to award this person with a good citizen certificate.  

Mayor Swanson thanked all department heads for their reports.  

Community Comment

No one was present for Community Comment.    

Public Hearing

Mayor Swanson closed the meeting and opened the public hearing at 7:27 p.m.

Engineer Sarff presented information about the sewer portion of the 2013 project that was submitted for PFA funding.  This hearing is required as part of the funding application process.  Councilor Etherington expressed concern about residents not being able to pay their assessments.  Ben Froehlich asked about the cost to treat I/I versus fixing the problem.  Mayor Swanson closed the public hearing and re-opened the council meeting at 7:50 p.m. 

Unfinished Business

A. Revised schedule and assessment roll for 10102 project 

Engineer Sarff distributed a revised schedule.  Everything on the schedule has been delayed approximately two weeks.  He asked if the council wished to have a special meeting to approve the plans and specs since it will be difficult to get the plans and specs completed by the next meeting.  It was the consensus of the council to approve the plans and specs at the next council meeting.  Councilor Etherington asked about people not being able to pay their assessments and the property being foreclosed upon.  Engineer Sarff noted that this does not happed as often on built existing residential lots as it does in new developments.  The council reviewed the new assessment roll.  The maximum assessment was raised to $14,000 so that there was at least twenty percent of the project assessed.  Harlan Marble asked what would be done with Troendle St SW since he recently built a house there and is waiting to finish his driveway.  Engineer Sarff will provide him with some elevations so that he can complete his driveway and seed his yard this year.

B. Update on Well #3 repairs

Water Operator Johnson reported the maintenance on Well #3 is completed. After the well was pulled, they noticed that the pipe had holes in it.  They recommended televising the casing as the holes may have caused pitting due to the spray from the holes.  The casing was fine, but the pitman fitting had serious pitting and needed repair.  There was a lot of scale that was cleaned out of the well.  After flushing the well one more time, it should be ready to put back on-line.  Kunkel electric installed the VFD and they are working fine.  The well should not need any more repair for the next twelve to fifteen years.   

New Business

A. Resolution 5-24-12 Approving purchase of copier

The copier is twelve years old and is no longer working correctly.  Parts, either new or used, are no longer available from Marco.  The Marco salesman stated that the usual life expectancy of the copier was five years.  Two quotes were obtained.  Since there is approximately $2,000 difference in the quotes, staff would like to try out the copiers to make sure they are similar in quality.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt Resolution 24-5-12 approving purchase of copier after trying both of them out.  Staff can then purchase whichever one suites our needs best.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.      
Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 8:20 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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