CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday May 3, 2011

Members present:  Donovan, Etherington and Swanson. Absent:  Schultz and Christian.      

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Liquor Assistant Strehlo, Water Operator Johnson, Fire Chief Langworthy, Police Chief Honsey

Others present:  Rob Lawson-Maple River Messenger

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
A. Minutes 4/19/11

B. Bills totaling  $122,257.32 

C. Staff written reports

Adopt Agenda

Light Poles at Heritage Park was added as New Business item E.

Resolution 28-5-11 was added as New Business item F.

Borchert Road was added as New Business item G.

Councilor Donovan and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the agenda with the additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Department Reports

Public Works

Water Operator Johnson reported that a park light pole blew over during the night Friday.  Mike Kunkel disconnected the electricity and had the rest of the poles checked.  There is another light pole that is in poor shape.  The rest of the poles could be treated.  Water Operator Johnson started mowing in the park.    

Liquor

Liquor Assistant Strehlo reported that she is getting ready for Town and Country Days.  She would like to have a non-profit group run a food stand during the beer garden since the firemen are not having the pork feed.  Liquor Assistant Strehlo noted that some beer prices dropped.  She would also like to hire another person since the last one did not work out and a couple more are leaving.        

Fire

Fire Chief Langworthy reported some valves were leaking on the pumper.  There were also some wiring issues with the truck that also got fixed.  They are averaging ten to twelve calls per month.  

Police 

Police Chief Honsey reported they would be starting the yearly ordinance violations soon.  

Mayor Swanson thanked staff for attending.    

Community Input

No one in attendance wished to speak to the council.    

Unfinished Business

A. Land for museum by library

Administrator Woodruff reported that there is a ten-inch water main from the well to the filter plant.  There is also a sewer line from the library to the alley.  It will not work to put a building there.  One idea is to excavate out to Main Street for a walk-in basement to the library.  Another idea was to add on to the north side of city hall.  Councilor Donovan liked the first idea but questioned if it would affect the historical registry.  He also noted that the bathrooms would then have to be handicapped accessible.  Administrator woodruff said there are also humidity problems and window coverings to block the light.  Mayor Swanson also liked the library idea best.  

B. Resolution 21-4-11 Alarm System

The water tower does not currently have a door alarm.  There was discussion about adding an alarm for overflow water tower.  Water Operator Johnson that explained that the liquor store and filter plant are currently on the same alarm now.  The filter plant is just for low tower.  Councilor Donovan asked if the filter plant should have a door alarm.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 21-4-11 approving alarm system at the Massop Lift Station, Municipal Liquor Store and Water Tower with the addition of an alarm on the door of the filter plant contingent on the cost being a reasonable cost.   Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Schultz and Christian.  Motion carried.  

New Business

A. Resolution 24-5-11 Inflow and Infiltration Reduction Plan, Ordinance revision, 3-year televising foundation drain plan
Administrator Woodruff reported that this is what was discussed at the workshop at the previous meeting.  

Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 24-5-11 approving the inflow and infiltration reduction plan.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington and Swanson.  Nay:  none. Absent:  Schultz and Christian.  Motion carried.  

Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to table the Ordinance changes to another council meeting for members to be present.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

B. Resolution 25-05-11 Purchase Taser  

Chief Honsey reported that three tasers where purchased in 2005.  One of the tasers quit working a couple of months ago.  He requested that it be replaced at this time.  One was scheduled to be replaced last year.    Mayor Swanson asked the benefits of having a taser.  Chief Honsey stated that it is a less lethal form of force.  He was asked how many times it was used.  Chief Honsey explained an instance.  Councilor Etherington and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 25-05-11 purchasing a taser at a cost of $1063.30.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Schultz and Christian.  Motion carried.  

C. Resolution 26-05-11 Save and Sober Grant

Chief Honsey explained that this is a separate safe and sober grant from the one presented on the previous meeting.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 26-05-11 accepting donation of police officer overtime wages for Safe and Sober patrol.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Schultz.  Motion carried.    

D.   Resolution 27-5-11 Hiring Bartender

The last one hired only worked a few shifts before quitting.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 27-05-11 hiring Nicholas Staunton as a part-time bartender at the Municipal Liquor Store contingent on passing a background check.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Schultz and Christian.  Motion carried.  

E.   Light poles at Heritage Park

One light pole at Heritage Park fell down during high winds.  They were inspected and another pole is in poor shape.  Administrator Woodruff met with the insurance adjuster this afternoon.  The one that fell down will be covered by insurance.  The other one that is not safe is not covered.  It was the consensus to take down the other pole that is damaged.  Councilor Donovan asked how often they get used.  Larry said that the school does not use them.  The summer league seldom uses them.  Larry recommended talking to Mike Kunkel further to see what our options are.  It was the consensus of the council to remove the unsafe pole and explore options for the lights.    

F. Resolution 28-05-11 fire department radios

This is the city’s portion from the grant that the Blue Earth County Fire Chief Association received.  The grant covered 80% of the radio cost.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt resolution 28-05-11 approving purchase of fire department radios.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Christian and Schultz.  Motion carried.  

G.   Borchert Road

There was an estimate for two different options to fix Borchert Road.  Councilor Christian and the public works employees discussed these options today.  They feel that the less expensive option should work.  Larry mentioned that everyone is having trouble with frost boils this year. It was the consensus of the council to wait until next meeting.  Councilor Donovan asked for a price from someone else for comparison.  

Miscellaneous

· Administrator Woodruff noted that the county assessors are reviewing all properties in town.    

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 7:57 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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