CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday, June 16, 2015
Members present:  Etherington, Christian, Treanor, Maslakow and Hollerich.         

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen 
Others present:  Barbra Lake-Maple River Messenger, Amanda Strommer-Department of Health, Larry Caron, Pat Duncanson, Bob Wilson, Larry Johnson, and Mary Bublitz 
Mayor Hollerich called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Agenda

Lagoon insurance coverage was added as New Business item C.
Resolution 27-06-15 sale of K9 car was added as New Business item D.

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Maslakow seconded to adopt the agenda with the additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

Consent Agenda & Agenda
Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
A. Minutes 6/2/15
B. Bills totaling  $89,234.07
C. Zoning Minutes and Permits
D. Letter to B.E. County Public Works Director (Daly Park)
E. MNDOT meeting regarding Highway 22

F. MSDS mosquito control

G. Staff written reports

Community Comment

No one was present for community comment.       
Quarterly Update:  Deputy Clerk Olsen  
Deputy Clerk Olsen reported the following:
· T&C update:  We did awesome Saturday night.  We have received requests for same band next year.  There were also several comments that people really liked having the dance on the street.  The police didn’t report any incidents related to the street dance.  
· The Liquor Policy has been updated.  It will be ready for council approval at the next meeting.
· Some minor updates were made to the job descriptions.
· Upcoming events:  Bargo June 23 and July 28th.  

· New beer:  Not Your Father’s Root Beer.  

Mayor Hollerich heard lots of good comments about Town and Country Days in general.  

Public Meeting:  Wellhead Protection Plan

Amanda Strommer from the Minnesota Department of Health explained the first two steps that have been completed on the Wellhead Protection Plan.  The wellhead protection area has been identified and a vulnerability assessment has been completed.  She has met with Water Operator Johnson and Administrator Woodruff about what needs to be done for steps three, four and five.  The city may need to hire a consultant for some of the items, such as mapping.  Administrator Woodruff hoped to do most of the work in house using templates.   Mayor Hollerich thanked Ms. Strommer for attending.  
New Business

A. Resolution 26-06-15 On-Sale and Sunday Liquor License
Mayor Hollerich stated that when Jason Langworthy presented his restaurant proposal, the council indicated there would be no problem with getting a liquor license.  Administrator Woodruff noted that Mr. Langworthy passed the background check and the liquor license is ready for approval.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt resolution 26-06-15 approving the on sale liquor license and Sunday liquor license for Maggie J’s, LLC.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Treanor, Christian, Maslakow, and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried. 
B. Resolution 25-06-15 Approve Radio Repeater
Mayor Hollerich explained that the police and fire departments have issues getting radio signal inside the school building.  After the county contribution, matching grant and the split with St. Clair, Mapleton’s share would cost $3,308.50 for the radio repeater.  Administrator Woodruff noted that if a new school is built, the repeater could be moved.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Maslakow seconded to adopt Resolution 25-06-15 approving installation of radio repeater at Maple River School.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Treanor, Christian, Maslakow, and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  
C. Lagoon Coverage
Mayor Hollerich explained that the original quote was $508.60 annually.  The insurance coverage actually will cost $4,286.82 annually.  This year’s proposal is for $1428.94 with only $654.93 for the remainder of this year.  Mayor Hollerich noted that this year’s coverage is still fairly cheap.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to approve the lagoon coverage for the remainder of 2015 for $654.93.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  
D. Resolution 27-06-15 Sale of K9 Car
Mayor Hollerich noted that the equipment is currently being taken out of the old K9 car.  Administrator Woodruff explained that Police Chief Honsey and Officer Lawson had already stripped out a lot of the equipment.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt Resolution 27-06-15 approving sale of K9 car for the best price Police Chief Honsey can obtain.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Treanor, Christian, Maslakow and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.         
Councilor Maslakow moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adjourn the meeting.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  Mayor Hollerich adjourned the meeting at 7:26 p.m.    

Public Hearing:  Rural Taxing District

Mayor Hollerich opened the public hearing at 7:30 p.m.  He explained the public hearing was called to consider establishing a rural taxing district.  Mayor Hollerich had asked Administrator Woodruff to see what other cities were doing to see if there was a different way the rural properties could be taxed.  Administrator Woodruff explained that she asked the county to pull out all parcels that were five or more acres in size and to estimate taxes at township rates for the general levy.  It is state statute that the city cannot remove the debt levy from agricultural land tax rates.  The council intends to make a decision in July about the rural taxing district.  Pat Duncanson and Larry Caron both noted the tax difference between their property that is located inside and outside city limits.  Mayor Hollerich noted that the rural taxing district is a way to reduce the burden on agricultural land that doesn’t receive much service, but the taxes will not be as low as township due to the debt levy.  Larry Caron asked about Jola Walker’s land.  Administrator Woodruff noted that land is divided up into several small parcels under five acres.  If the parcels were combined at the county, it would likely qualify.  Mr. Caron asked what the tax reduction would be.  Mayor Hollerich stated that the city does not have that information at this time because taxes are based on each parcel’s value.  The city just sets the percentage.  Mr. Caron asked how the tax burden shift in 2016 would affect the taxes.  Pat Duncanson thanked the council for mailing notices and holding the hearing.  He realized that the tax dollars still have to come from someplace and asked how this proposal would impact residential taxes.  Mayor Hollerich replied that the county estimated taxes would increase approximately ten dollars on a house valued at $150,000.  Bob Wilson asked why his property was crossed off the list.  Administrator Woodruff replied that the county assessor crossed it off the list because of the billboard on the property.  She will check on that law.  Mr. Caron encouraged the council to do what they can to help the agricultural taxes.  Mayor Hollerich stated that it will be on the next council agenda to vote on.  Mary Bublitz had concerns about the property located at 106 Fourth Ave SE.  Mayor Hollerich stated that he would pass her concerns on to the police and recommended she come to the next council meeting to discuss the issue further.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adjourn the public hearing at 7:52 p.m.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried. 
Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

John Hollerich, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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