CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday June 18, 2013

Members present:  Etherington, Schultz, Christian, Treanor and Swanson.    

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen 

Others present:  Tyler Pieper-Maple River Messenger, Dan Sarff-Bolton & Menk, Marvin Gartner, Kyle Sieh

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A. Minutes 6/4/13

B. Bills totaling  $56,724.57 

C. Zoning minutes and permits

D. Liquor Store Quarterly

E. Staff Written reports

Adopt Agenda

Compost Site Agreement was added as Unfinished Business C.

Fire Department Dance was added as New Business D.

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt the agenda with the additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Community Comment:

Marvin Gartner requested permission to graze his sheep around the retention pond adjacent to his property.  Administrator Woodruff will check with Blue Earth County Ditch personnel to see if they are still testing the water.  

Unfinished Business

A. Dan Sarff – Utility project for 2013

Engineer Sarff noted that the bids came in approximately $500,000 over the estimate.  He explained the bids.  Engineer Sarff explained the options of awarding the low bid and with change orders can eliminate parts of the project; or throw out all bids and try again next year for funding.  He felt that since the city was ranked pretty high this year for the funding, the city would likely qualify for funding in the next funding cycle.  Councilor Christian asked what dictates the score.  Engineer Sarff replied that the I/I problems along with bypassing during heavy rains.  The improvements to the older sewers and generally keeping clear water out of the system scores high.  Councilor Schultz asked if just doing a lining project this summer would hurt the scoring next year.  Engineer Sarff stated that it might since you only get credit for what you have planned in the application.  Engineer Sarff stated that since the plans have already gone through the plan review process, the city could advertise the project as early as September to start yet this fall or early spring.  Councilors Treanor and Etherington felt it was unacceptable to have so much higher than the estimate.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to reject all bids for the utility project.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

B. EDA – Hardware Store update/lot sale Resolution 31-06-13

Councilor Schultz explained that the EDA has talked to three different individuals who are interested in opening the hardware store.  The EDA has negotiated the purchase price of $150,000 and is recommending purchase of the building contingent on conversations with one last individual later this week.  They are looking at an outside party to evaluate the building for what improvements need to be done.  Councilor Christian felt that whatever it took to get a hardware store open would be worth it.  He had talked to a lot of people who want a hardware store in Mapleton.  Councilor Christian moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt Resolution 31-06-13 approving purchase of hardware store building contingent on negotiations with interested parties.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Schultz, Christian, Treanor and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

C. Compost Site Agreement 

Administrator Woodruff reported that in April the Council agreed to negotiate the purchase of the compost site.  The Klein family would like to close on the agreement by July 1st.  John Klein will be allowed to keep parking there for five years.  Also, the grain bin needs to be moved before closing or the city will sell it.  Councilor Etherington did not think the city should purchase the land if it had previously been a dumpsite because the something toxic could be found in the soil.  Administrator Woodruff replied that she had checked into this.  Since the city had owned the property when it was a dump, the city would be responsible anyway.    

New Business

A. Ordinance 92 Weed Elimination Amendment

Administrator Woodruff stated that there have been lots of complaints this year about lawns not getting mowed.  Currently the ordinance states that the grass cannot be over twelve inches long and then notice is sent giving them ten days to mow.  Police Chief Honsey and Administrator Woodruff recommend the change to grass eight inches in height and five days from date of notice to mow.  They feel that this will help with neighbor complaints.  Councilor Treanor felt that if a resident has not mowed it by the time it is twelve inches; they are not going to mow.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to approve the amendment of Ordinance Section 92.40-92.47 Weed Elimination.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.       

B. Newsletter 

Tyler Pieper from the Maple River Messenger suggested the city submit a community column to the newspaper that could be published for free.  Administrator Woodruff estimated that the city spends $2,500 to mail out the newsletter with the utility bills.  The city receives several back when people pay their bills, thus she questioned how many actually read the newsletter.  In the upcoming newsletter, she will suggest people sign up for city emails on the city website.  Then she will send out more timely information by email and post more on Facebook.  Mayor Swanson asked if we could mail notices to those residents who request it.  It was the consensus of the council to return to utility billing on the post cards.  
C. Fire Department Sign  
Mayor Swanson noted that there would likely be marks left on the building if the old sign is removed.  It was the consensus of the council to take down the old sign.  Mayor Swanson asked if any of the fire department members wanted it.  
D. Fire Department Dance

The Fire Department Relief Association would like to hold a dance sometime in August or September by the Fire Station.  They have requested the street blocked off and one fence around the area.  They asked if the Liquor Store could provide the alcohol.  Administrator Woodruff stated that there is a $200 fee for the Liquor Store to get an off premise license.  It was the consensus to all the relief association to hold the dance and to not charge them for the off premise fee.    

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 8:17 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk 
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