CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday, June 4, 2013

Members present:  Etherington, Schultz, Treanor and Swanson.  Absent:  Christian 

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Fire Chief Froehlich, Tim Royce, Pat Wagner   

Others present:  Tyler Pieper-Maple River Messenger

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Schultz asked if the Casey’s contractors have moved the sewer line yet where the new building is being built.  Administrator Woodruff replied that they are working on it.  

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the consent agenda.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
A. Minutes 5/21/13

B. Bills totaling $117,532.85

C. Casey’s/Duncanson drive approach

D. Staff written reports

Adopt Agenda

Ad for Caron lots was added as Unfinished Business A.

Yard of the Month was added as New Business B.

Councilor Treanor and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt the agenda with the additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Fire Chief Quarterly Report – air packs

Fire Chief Froehlich reported on the following:

· Repairs made to the rescue rig have solved some of the problems, but they are still researching what could cause the idle problem.  

· Seals were replaced on the pumper.

· Bill’s Hardware is installing OSHA approved airlines. 

· There will be house burn training on the 29th.  

Fire Chief Froehlich apologized for the confusion about the air packs.  The bid from Metro Fire for rebuilding the air packs may have been fair, but they have found a different vendor, M & T Fire, that can replace all of the packs for near the same amount of money.  M & T Fire is a reputable company that they purchased some rescue equipment from in the past.  The bid from M & T Fire is to replace and upgrade the SCBA packs to a larger capacity for $63,667.22.  The old tanks, if rebuilt by Metro Fire, will still have to pass a hydro test.  The tanks will cost $662 each if they fail the test.  Chief Froehlich expressed concern about working with Metro Fire.  He mentioned that the M & T packs are more comfortable.  Chief Froehlich  requested to spend up to the M & T bid of $63,667.22 since he would still like to talk with the department about this and the bid is only good for a few more days.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to not to exceed $63,667.22 for new SCBA packs.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Schultz, Treanor and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Christian.  Motion carried.   

Community Comment

No one was present for Community Comment.

Unfinished Business:


A.  Ad for Caron lots  

The council reviewed the ad for maintaining the lots that were deeded to the city from Larry Caron.  Administrator Woodruff stated that she needs to get something in the paper.  She noted that the city does not charge rent to Gartner’s for mowing and bailing the area around the lagoon and storm pond.  Mayor Swanson said that we are just happy to have the areas kept up.  It was the consensus of the council to advertise, but to not charge any rent for the lots in the southwest corner of town.  The renter will need to prep and seed the land.  Also if a lot is sold, the crop may be lost if not removed immediately.  

New Business

A. Resolution 30-6-13 Hiring summer help

Mayor Swanson read the resolution.  He explained that the process used for scoring the interviews was similar to what was used for the library summer help.  Mayor Swanson noted that all of the interviewees were very good candidates.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 30-6-13 hiring Sam Schultz for the summer position in the public works department.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Treanor and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Abstain:  Schultz.  Absent:  Christian.  Motion carried.  

B. Slow “Children at Play” sign policy      

Mayor Swanson asked if any other cities felt that these signs were a benefit.  Administrator Woodruff stated that she only received comments and policies that the signs were not advised because they are not enforceable and give a false sense of security to the parents.  Councilor Schultz asked how many of the signs that are up no longer have kids living in the area.  Councilor Treanor felt that the signs should come down because no one pays attention to them.  Mayor Swanson noted that there is no speed limit associated with the signs.  The council also discussed that MNDOT does not recognize the signs since they are not enforceable.  Councilor Etherington stated that if the city is taking down signs, then the stop signs on Borchert Street should be taken down.  Administrator Woodruff explained that the stop signs were installed to help with dust control and speed issues.  Mayor Swanson expressed concern about children safety after the signs are removed.  Councilor Schultz suggested moving the signs to where there are actually kids living.  It was the consensus to move signs to accommodate this request.  Administrator Woodruff will add another column to the sign inventory to keep track of how long the signs are in a location.      

C. Estimate for work to be done at Heritage Park

Administrator Woodruff explained this bid was to re-level the softball diamond as requested by Dan Sohre.  Sellers Construction did some work on the baseball field at no cost a few years ago.  This will get rid of the ponding on the field.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to approve the bid of Sellers Construction to level the softball field.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Schultz, Treanor and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Christian.  Motion carried.  

D. Yard of the Month  

Chris Huck was chosen as the Yard of the Month winner.  

Miscellaneous:

· Councilor Schultz asked about the blacktopping.  Administrator Woodruff stated that W.W. Blacktopping stopped because of the rain.  She hopes they come back before Thursday.  Administrator Woodruff also explained that Engineer Sarff stopped the blacktopping last Friday because the oil that they were going to use did not have the correct specifications.  Mayor Swanson wanted to commend Engineer Sarff for catching this.  

· Administrator Woodruff reported that the bid opening for the 2013 project is Thursday at 10 a.m.  

· The burned house on Smith Street was torn down today.  Councilor Etherington asked if the new owner was informed of the well on the property.  Administrator Woodruff stated that it was in the paperwork, which he signed.  

· Councilor Schultz noted that the football game scheduled for Town and Country Days has been cancelled.  

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 7:55 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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