CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday, June 5, 2012

Members present:  Donovan, Schultz and Swanson.  Absent:  Etherington and Christian.   

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Police Chief Honsey, Fire Chief Froehlich, Water Operator Johnson

Others present:  Tyler Pieper-Maple River Messenger 

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Donovan questioned the beer garden fee for Town and Country Days.  

Councilor Donovan would like to discuss further the tractor/blower.  It was added as Unfinished Business item A.  

Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt the consent agenda with the change.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
A. Minutes 5-15-12

B. Bills totaling  $ 115,518.36

C. Copy machine update

D. Drainage workshop

E. Park Board Meeting

F. Staff written reports

Adopt Agenda

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt the agenda with the addition.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Department Reports

Public Works

Water Operator Johnson reported they are in the full swing of summer.  The recently purchased tractors should be arriving soon.  Wastewater Operator Bartholomew has been discharging and they have both been mowing.  Water Operator Johnson asked if the council had any questions about the park board meeting.    Mayor Swanson mentioned that Mary Reeves was interested in maintaining the flowerbed in Heritage Park.  Administrator Woodruff noted that we did apply for free summer help through a MVAC program.  

Fire

Fire Chief Froehlich reported there were 9 calls in May.  The windshield came in today for the pumper.  The tanker should be ready by October.  The fire department will be having training for and LP burn.  The fire department received $2,000 in donations for grain bin rescue tubes.  They will have training on the grain bin rescue tubes in July.      

Police 

Police Chief Honsey reported they had a second-degree assault that they made an arrest on.  They have recovered many DVDs from a theft.  The calls for service are up.  

Mayor Swanson asked how all of the Departments have planned for Town and Country Days.  Water Operator Johnson replied that he has mowed, trimmed shrubs around library and in general tried to get the city looking good.  They still need to put up the beer garden fence and move picnic tables and benches.  Mayor Swanson asked if can have a couple of benches for the Sertoma kiddie Tractor Pull.  Administrator Woodruff mentioned that the fencing at the liquor store would be open on Friday because they don't want it closed until Saturday evening.  We have promised some handicapped parking spots next to the museum.  Liquor Store Manager Johnson will seal up the fence after the museum closes Saturday night.  

Police Chief Honsey stated that he has scheduled part timers.  They have adjusted their schedules for later night coverage.  He has talked to concerned residents about access issues due to the carnival.  Most of the things the police do are dealt with as issues arise.    

Fire Chief Froehlich noted that he has members lined up for assistance at the demo derby and fire works.  

Councilor Schultz asked if the city has ever quantified the amount of support that the city contributes towards the event.  

Mayor Swanson thanked all department heads for their reports.  

Community Comment

No one was present for Community Comment.    

Unfinished Business

A.  Tractor/Blower Update

Councilor Donovan questioned why a tractor/blower is necessary if the payloader isn't used for snow removal.  He suggested spending money on a blower for the payloader instead of purchasing the bi-directional tractor and blower.  Water Operator Johnson noted that the payloader blower is very expensive since it would be a self propelled unit.  The bi-directional with a blower should be set up for around $30,000, which is considerably less money.  There are already two functions for the payloader.  It may not be wise to add a third function with just the two employees.  Water Operator Johnson stated that he has talked to Wastewater Operator Bartholomew extensively about scenarios for snow removal.  The grader will be used on Main Street for the windrow.  As for the other streets, there was not enough snow last year to determine the best use of the equipment.  Water Operator Johnson thanked the council for upgrading their tools for snow removal.  Councilor Schultz noted that the snow in his part of town has been so deep that the city had to hire someone to come in and move the snow.  Administrator Woodruff stated that we haven't signed anything yet.  The city has a verbal agreement with MnDOT and they are delivering it on Thursday.  Mayor Swanson supported what was passed at the previous meeting.  He feels that the public works employees have more expertise in the equipment and these are needed equipment purchases.  Councilor Schultz thought it was a good question and now understands why they recommended a bi-directional tractor.  Councilor Donovan was fine with Water Operator Johnson’s answer that this was a money saving option.        

New Business

A. Resolution 6-29-12 Approve Chloriding of Streets

Councilor Schultz asked who did it last year.  Administrator Woodruff noted it was Andy Walser and there were no complaints.  Councilor Schultz moved and Mayor Swanson seconded to adopt Resolution 6-29-12 approving Andy Walser to chloride the streets at $1.00 per foot.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  Donovan.  Absent:  Etherington and Christian.  Motion carried.  

B. Resolution 6-30-12 Approve Sidewalk Replacement  

Mayor Swanson read the resolution.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the sidewalk replacement would start at the corner of Grove and Fourth Ave SE and go to the south along Fourth Ave SE.   Gary Denn, resident at 403 Grove St SE, requested that he would provide the labor and just charge the city for the cement for the sidewalk abutting his property.  Councilor Donovan questioned when the portion would be done on First SE.  Administrator Woodruff noted that it would be finished with the sagging curb repair for the 1993 project.  Mayor Swanson was hesitant to allow Mr. Denn to do his own concrete work since someone may request to do his or her own work in future years.  Councilor Donovan questioned Mr. Denn’s proposal.  It was the consensus of the council to thank Mr. Denn for his offer, but at this time our entire budget is being used.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt Resolution 6-30-12 approving the bid of Steve Trio to replace sidewalk.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

C. Resolution 6-31-12 Approve Hiring Part Time Police Officers  

Police Chief Honsey explained these officers are for the list of people to call to fill shifts.  They would not increase the amount of coverage or the police budget.  Last fall two part officers left and they need more officers to fill shifts.  The candidates have been interviewed and background checks started.  Police Chief Honsey explained that we make the part time officers pay for the psych and physical and if they are here a year then are reimbursed.  Usually there are old uniforms that fit, sometimes new uniforms are needed.  Part time officers have to provide their own duty gear.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 6-31-12 hiring Darrin Novak and Joyce Johnson as part-time police officers on the condition they pass all background investigations.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Etherington and Christian.  Motion carried.  

D. Resolution 6-32-12 Tree trimming prior to street project

Water Operator Johnson explained the quote is for the large ash trees on 6th Ave SE that are rather messy.  These trees should be trimmed so the branches are not in the way of the construction equipment.  Councilor Donovan asked if this is the entire tree trimming for the year.  Water Operator Johnson was not sure, but he suggested that the rest of the budget be used.  Councilor Donovan asked if it was necessary to remove the one tree.  Discussion if this was going to be done only because of the street project.  Mayor Swanson suggested wait until after the approval has been given for the project.  It was the consensus that the trees needed to be trimmed regardless if the project is approved or not.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt Resolution 6-32-12 approving Pfeffer Tree Service to trim trees and remove one tree prior to the 2012 street project.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Etherington and Christian.  Motion carried.      

E. Resolution 6-33-12 Appointing Election Judges  

Mayor Swanson read the resolution.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 6-33-12 approving election judges for the primary and general elections in 2012.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Etherington and Christian.  Motion carried.  

F. Resolution 6-34-12 Replacing Sewer line in park  

Water Operator Johnson noted the quotes were less than the estimated amount.  It is up to public works to level the dirt, finish and seed.  Water Operator Johnson suggested putting in the extra cleanout.  Councilor Schultz asked if sewer should be extended to the shelter.  Water Operator Johnson did not think there would be enough depth.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt Resolution 6-34-12 accepting the bid of Boening Brothers to replace the sewer line in Heritage Park with the clean out.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Etherington and Christian.  Motion carried.  

Mayor Swanson asked about yard of the month.  The council will do it next meeting.  

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 8:09 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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