CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday, July 15, 2014
Members present:  Schultz, Etherington, Treanor, Christian and Swanson.      

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen  

Others present:  Sara Hein-Maple River Messenger, Kyle Sieh, Norm Jenkins
Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:06 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station. 
Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Mayor Swanson passed around a thank you card from Mapleton Farm and Home.  
Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
A. Minutes 7/1/14 & workshop 7/9/14
B. Bills totaling  $228515.86
C. Zoning Minutes and permits

D. VINE open house
E. DNR letter Heritage Park

F. Staff written reports

Adopt Agenda

Community Information sign policy was added as New Business item F.
Removed Resolution 32-07-14 – waiting for more bids.  

Councilor Treanor   moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt the agenda with the addition and removal.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Quarterly Update Liquor Store

Deputy Clerk Olsen reported the following:
· Sales are up

· New beer – Veteran’s

· New Wines – Barefoot & Avive

· Now have beer punch cards for 24-pack cans

· Support our troops supply drive is going on through the end of July.

Community Comment

No one was present for Community Comment.    

Public Hearing – Rental Ordinance

Mayor Swanson closed the council meeting and opened the public hearing at 7:15 pm.  Administrator Woodruff stated there are 181 rental units with 77 of them being homes and 104 are apartment units.  There have been several foreclosed homes that have been purchased and turned into rental units.  Several surrounding towns have rental ordinances.  The ordinance would protect the renters.  Administrator Woodruff has received complaints about mold.  There has also been theft of water service.  In one case the city was not informed one unit was turned into a duplex a year.  The proposed ordinance calls for a $100 permit and an inspection every two years.  The owners will get a list of inspection items before the inspection is performed by an outside agency. Norm Jenkins felt that this is just more government and does not protect the landlord.  He would rather have protection from problem tenants.  Councilor Etherington asked about the HRA units.  Administrator Woodruff replied that the City of Mankato is good about taking care of any maintenance issues.  Christian stated that obviously there are issues and if there isn’t a rental ordinance, how are the issues to be dealt with.  Councilor Schultz stated that right now only nuisance ordinance violations are cited.  Councilor Schultz explained that this rental ordinance puts responsibility on the landlords to keep up the property and to screen the tenants.  He hopes that by having a licensing process, the tenants would like that the properties are inspected.  Administrator Woodruff commented that in one city the rental ordinance helped with renters.  Councilor Schultz explained that the inspection is to make sure the property meets basic housing quality standards.  Mayor Swanson asked if administrating this ordinance would put an additional burden on staff.  Administrator Woodruff replied that it will be more work to keep track of the inspections.    

Councilor Schultz talked about landlord and tenant educational classes that will take place if this ordinance is passed.  Councilor Schultz would like to have more comments from the public before action is taken on this ordinance.  Administrator Woodruff will post on the city web page, Facebook and send out an email to get more input about this proposed ordinance.  Mayor Swanson thanked Norm Jenkins for coming and giving his input.  Mayor Swanson closed the public hearing and opened the council meeting at 7:38 pm

Unfinished Business:

1. Recommendation to change Animal Ordinance 
Administrator Woodruff explained that the Zoning Board does not feel it is a zoning issue to approve a conditional use permit for people who have more than two dogs.   She recently found out there is a person in town that has nine cats.  Mankato is also looking at a new ordinance that would limit the number of pets.  Police Chief Honsey looked at the new ordinance and is fine with it.  Councilor Schultz felt that most people are within the limits and that the conditional use permit process is cumbersome.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to change the animal ordinance as presented.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.    
New Business

A. Loan Request from Adam Huiras/Blue Knight Investments  
Administrator Woodruff stated that the EDA reviewed and approved this loan request for the laundromat.   Bryan Stading also reviewed the loan application and felt this was a solid investment.  Pioneer Bank is going to loan the larger portion of the amount that is needed.  If the loan is approved the application goes to the Blue Earth Small Cities Loan Committee and then on to the Blue Earth County Board.  Councilor Schultz noted that the EDA is excited that someone is willing to continue on with the laundromat.   Also, there are two apartments in the building and the new owner is planning on adding a third apartment.    Mayor Swanson talked about the importance of a laundromat.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to approve the loan request of Adam Huiras/Blue Knight Investments.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye: Etherington, Schultz, Christian, Treanor and Swanson.  Nay:  none. Motion carried.       
B. Resolution 37-07-14 Draw Request #3
Councilor Schultz asked what is done so far.  Administrator woodruff explained that they are waiting for the pumps to complete the project.  The lining will take place later in the fall.   Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt Resolution 37-07-14 approving Draw Request #3 from Holtmeier Construction in the amount of $149,857.70.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Schultz, Christian, Treanor and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

C. Resolution 38-07-14 Charitable Gambling
Mayor Swanson explained that the Heather Curling Club would like to open a charitable gambling location at Token BBQ since the Windmill Bar closed.  Mayor Swanson felt the charitable gambling organizations do positive things in the community.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 38-07-14 approving charitable gambling location.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Schultz, Christian, Treanor and Swanson.  Nay:  none.   Motion carried.

D. Resolution 39-07-14 Sewer Repair
Administrator Woodruff explained the areas that need some sewer repair.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt Resolution 39-07-14 approving sewer repairs.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Treanor and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion Carried.

E. Yard of the Month
Ray Marquart was chosen as the yard of the month winner.  
F. Community Information Sign Policy
Administrator Woodruff reviewed the policy and the pricing with the EDA.  Office Assistant Ward gave input on what worked and hadn’t in Pemberton.  The form must be filled out by the person wanting to post on the digital sign.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to approve the community information sign policy.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  
Administrator Woodruff attended a FEMA meeting last week.  The disaster has not been declared yet.  Preliminary expenses were turned in at the meeting.  She will keep the council updated.  

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 7:58 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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