CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday July 16, 2013

Members present:  Etherington, Schultz and Christian.  Absent: Treanor and Swanson.    

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen 

Others present:  Tyler Pieper-Maple River Messenger, Kyle Ochsner, Dan Sohre.

Acting Mayor Schultz called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Christian moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A. Minutes 6/18/13

B. Bills totaling  $85,532.39 and $43,193.83

C. Zoning minutes and permits

D. Fire Quarterly

E. Letter to MNDOT

F. Request by M. Gartner

G. Staff Written reports

Adopt Agenda

Dan Sohre –Softball Association was added as Unfinished Business item C.

Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt the agenda with the addition.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Community Comment:

Kyle Ochsner requested permission to raise chickens on his property.  He requested clarification of Ordinance 95.20(B).  He asked if he could keep his chickens on Lynch Livestock property because they are allowed to have pigs.  Councilor Schultz explained that Lynch Livestock was in business at the time of the ordinance so they were grandfathered in for a hog purchasing operation.  The pigs do not live there for very long.  This will be discussed further at the next council meeting.  

Unfinished Business

A. EDA – Hardware Store update

Administrator Woodruff explained the EDA is still in talks with an interested party and things are moving forward.  Councilor Schultz explained that the building has not been purchased because the interested party may prefer to purchase the building themselves and then request financing for the renovations.  

B. EDA Covenants change

Administrator Woodruff explained that a realtor has requested the purchase of two adjoining lots, but only a shed or garage will be placed on the second lot.  The EDA has discussed the aesthetics and also the tax rate on the second lot will be less than half of the house lot.  The city needs the tax base to pay for this project.  Councilor Schultz explained that it was the intent of the EDA to sell the lots to bring people into town.  Councilor Christian moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to approve the changes to the covenants on the Caron lots.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

C.  Softball Association – Dan Sohre

 Dan Sohre thanked the council for the improvements that were done to the softball field.  He presented quote for a permanent outfield softball fence.  They will donate a percentage of the sign advertising to the city for three years.  Mr. Sohre estimates the donation could be as much as $5,000.  Administrator Woodruff noted that the park board is in favor of this request.  The softball association will put in the warning track.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt Resolution 35-07-13 approving new six-foot outfield fence for the softball field.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Schultz, and Christian.  Absent:  Treanor and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

New Business

A. Resolution 32-7-13 Approving sale of lots 

Councilor Schultz explained that this resolution gives Administrator Woodruff and Mayor Swanson the authority to negotiate and sign the paperwork executing the sale of the Caron Addition lots.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt Resolution 32-7-13 approving Mayor Swanson and Administrator Woodruff negotiate the terms and execute any purchase agreement for the sale lots in the Caron Addition.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Schultz and Christian.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Treanor and Swanson.  Motion carried.  

B. Resolution 33-7-13 Approving Mapleton commercial 

Administrator Woodruff showed the commercial to the council.  Councilor Schultz explained that money would come from EDA funds to pay for the 58 commercial spots.  The slots were chosen based on demographics for the 21-35 age group.  Dan Sohre asked about radio advertising because it is much cheaper.  Councilor Christian moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 33-7-13 approving the Mapleton Commercial for 58 spots at a cost of $4,825.00.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Schultz and Christian.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Treanor and Swanson.  Motion carried.  

C. Resolution 34-7-13 Approving Draw Request #5  
Administrator Woodruff explained this draw request is for the second lift and to raise the castings.  There are a couple of spots left to fix.  Councilor Christian moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt draw request number five from BCM Construction, Inc.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Schultz and Christian.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Treanor and Swanson.  Motion carried.
D. Request of Heather Curling Club

The Heather Curling Club is planning a BBQ and band at their property.  They request the fundraiser event be held on August 24, 2013 from 6 p.m. until midnight in the curling club parking lot.  It was the consensus of the council to approve the event planned at the Heather Curling Club.  

E. Yard of the Month 

Bob and Elaine Cramer were chosen for the yard of the month honor.  

F. Tennis Court Update 

Administrator Woodruff explained that the two older courts revealed to be in poor shape after power washing that the blacktop must be replaced.  Water Operator Johnson will get quotes to do it next summer.  There was also a request to have pickle ball lines painted on the tennis courts.  The school does not want the pickle ball lines on the tennis courts because they feel it will be a distraction when used for tennis.    

Acting Mayor Schultz adjourned the meeting at 7:48 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk 
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