CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday, July 3, 2012

Members present:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.   

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Police Chief Honsey, Fire Chief Froehlich, Water Operator Johnson, Liquor Store Manager Johnson

Others present:  Tyler Pieper-Maple River Messenger, Cullen Paulson, Michael Humburg

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

 Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt the consent agenda.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
A. Minutes 6/19/12

B. Bills totaling  $ 98,698.90

C. Liquor Store Quarterly

D. Staff written reports

Adopt Agenda

Councilor Christian moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt the agenda.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Department Reports

Public Works

Water Operator Johnson reported they are doing routine summer things.  He has also been doing some work in the filter plant and getting the bi-directional tractor ready to use.  The sewer line was replaced to the park bathroom.  Water Operator Johnson also worked on getting those bathrooms ready to use.  Mayor Swanson asked when the portable toilets would be removed.  Water Operator Johnson thought they could be removed by the end of the month.  

Fire

Fire Chief Froehlich reported there were six calls in June.  They have had training on the new radios and an LP burn.  They will burn a house down on Saturday.  They have been invited to assist Easton burn their elevator on the 14th.  They will likely use some of our water for that.  The tanker chassis was delivered to Forstner.  It is expected to be ready to us in October.          

Liquor

Liquor Manager Johnson reported it has been busy.  Town and Country Days was a success.  She proposed moving the beer garden to the street on the east side of the building.  The Scottish open was on Friday and everyone who participated had a good time.  The fire relief association fundraiser is on August 25th.  Liquor Manager Johnson also reported that there are new wines in the off-sale and she is closing out some old wines.  

Police 

Police Chief Honsey reported one of the patrol cars was in a minor fender bender.  One part time officer has left because she was hired in Mankato.  One of the new part time officers has started training.  They have been doing more patrols through Heritage Park because of problems with kids.  Councilor Etherington commented about problems in the church parking lot across from Casey’s.  Police Chief Honsey stated that there have been a couple of noise complaints. It is up to the church if they want anything else done.  

Mayor Swanson thanked all department heads for their reports.  

Community Comment

No one was present for Community Comment.    

Unfinished Business

A. Costs Associated with T&C Days

Mayor Swanson asked if the cost amount was typical of each year.  Administrator Woodruff thought it was about the same each year.  She noted that we are still receiving some bills for the Liquor Store expenses.  The Liquor Store made approximately $1,000 during the event.  The police and public works department do a lot of work for the event.  Councilor Schultz asked how much electricity is used during the event.  Councilor Donovan felt that the carnival should not be allowed to use our electricity since they have generators to power their equipment.  Councilor Schultz felt that this was a good starting point for future conversations with the Town and Country Days committee.  Mayor Swanson noted that the celebration is good for economic development and public relations because it does bring customers to some local businesses.  Councilor Donovan noted that the committee puts in countless hours of volunteer work to make Town and Country Days a success.     

New Business

A. Resolution 7-37-12 Approving Computer for K-9 car

Police Chief Honsey explained that part of the administrative fine money has to be used to purchase equipment that is not a normal budget item.  They have been sharing one computer between the two cars.  A second car computer is something extra that they would use.  They received a free computer from the state.  All that is needed are license, software, printer and mounting brackets, plus the yearly fees.  Police Chief Honsey explained that all of these items would be paid for with administrative fine money, not any budgeted money.  Councilor Etherington asked how many times in the last month the dog was used.  Police Chief Honsey did not have that information with him.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 7-37-12 approving purchase of new computer for the K-9 squad car.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.    

B. Resolution 7-38-12 Hiring additional bartender  

Administrator Woodruff explained that an additional bartender is needed to cover shifts.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt Resolution 7-38-12 hiring Maureen Springer as part time bartender contingent on passing a background check.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.    

C. Sellers request to rent grader for extended time  

Administrator Woodruff explained that Paul Sellers grader broke down.  He did use the city grader for approximately three hours to finish a project.  He talked to Wastewater Operator Bartholomew about renting our grader for approximately thirty to forty hours.  Administrator Woodruff tried to contact Mr. Sellers to obtain more information, but he is on vacation this week.  Councilor Donovan stated that he might need this before the next meeting.  He noted that Mr. Sellers has done a lot of work for the city at a reduced rate or donated time and equipment to help the fire department.  Administrator Woodruff noted that the fee for renting the grader is $150 per hour with our staff operating the grader.  After some discussion, Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to rent the grader to Paul Sellers for $100 per hour and he needs to provide his own fuel and insurance.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

D. Sign proposal for fire station

Councilor Donovan felt that a nice sign at the Fire Station was long overdue.  This sign would be red letters on a silver background and it would be backlit.  Fire Chief Froehlich noted that it is a cosmetic thing, but it is time to put a nice sign up.  Mayor Swanson noted that there should be a sign indicating that the council chambers is in the fire station so people know where the meetings are held.  Councilor Donovan asked about the electrical cost.  Administrator Woodruff did not have a price for that yet.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 7-40-12 purchasing a sign for the Fire Department.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

E. Fence around storm pond  

Administrator Woodruff noted that the Gartner family would like to graze sheep around the storm pond.  Administrator Woodruff stated that I & S does not recommend sheep grazing near the pond due to water quality issues.  However, it is city property and it is up to the city if they want the sheep to continue to graze there.  I & S test the water in the pond and fecal mater has been found in the water.  Police Chief Honsey noted that technically the pond is in city limits and no livestock are allowed in town.  He just made some other residents in town get rid of their livestock.  Mayor Swanson asked how long would testing take place.  Administrator Woodruff thought it was for three years.  Councilor Donovan noted that sheep eat the grass down to the dirt and this may cause erosion around the pond.  It was the consensus to obtain more information before making a decision.  

F. EDA update  

Councilor Schultz summarized the recent EDA meeting.  Larry Caron is still working on the paperwork to turn his lots in the southwest portion of town over to the city.  The EDA and zoning board have reviewed the covenants and should soon be ready for council approval.  

G. Resolution 6-39-12 Extension of EDA Loan

Token BBQ requested an extension of his city EDA loan since financing is not available for him to pay off the balloon payment.  The EDA recommended increasing the payment and updating the collateral.  Councilor Donovan noted that Token BBQ has really put Mapleton on the map.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt Resolution 7-39-12 granting the loan extension request of Token BBQ.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

Mayor Swanson reminded the council of the Public Hearing on July 10th at 7:00 p.m.

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 8:16 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk

Minutes – Regular Mapleton City Council meeting – July 3, 2012 – Page 1 of 3

