CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday, July 7, 2015
Members present:  Etherington, Treanor, Christian, Maslakow and Hollerich.       

Staff members present:  Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Wastewater Operator Bartholomew, Water Operator Johnson, Fire Chief Froehlich, Firefighter Pat Wagner 
Others present:  Sara Hein -Maple River Messenger, John Graupman-Bolton & Menk
Mayor Hollerich called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Agenda

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt the agenda.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
A. Minutes 6/16/15
B. Bills totaling  $84,697.67
C. Liquor Store Quarterly Report
D. Drawing of patio for liquor store
E. Staff written reports

Community Comment

No one was present for Community Comment.   
Quarterly Update:  Public Works

Water Operator Johnson reported on the following:
· Filter Plant proposal
· Update on wellhead protection

· Dirt pile at Heritage Park will be used to re-level fields when baseball and softball is done for the season.

Mayor Hollerich mentioned public works will be obtaining bids for sewer televising and cleaning.  He also noted they discussed options for part-time help.  

Councilor Etherington hopes that city residents compliment the public works staff for the good job they did on storm cleanup.  

Unfinished Business
1. Ordinance 35.02 Rural Service District
Mayor Hollerich explained that undeveloped agricultural land in the city limits would be taxed at a different tax rate as discussed during the public hearing.  Administrator Woodruff contacted the county to get an estimation on what the agricultural land taxes would be with the lowered tax rate.  Taxes would increase on a house valued at $150,000 approximately $10-$22 per year.  Mayor Hollerich noted that the agricultural taxes would not be as low as some individuals were hoping, but if the ordinance is passed, the taxes would be lower.  According to state statute, the city cannot remove the debt levy from agricultural land.  There was a question if a parcel does not qualify now, but may in the future due to combining parcels.  Administrator Woodruff explained that the council would review the list of parcels annually and any changes could be made at that time.  The county needs the list of parcels by August 1st annually.  Larry Johnson appreciated the council doing something about the agricultural taxes.  Councilor Christian asked if there was any more information in the paper regarding this subject as some people had approached him because they didn’t understand why their taxes would go up.  Mayor Hollerich felt that the Maple River Messenger did a good job of explaining it in the previous council article on the public hearing.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the council can try it for a year and rescind the ordinance next year if they receive a lot of complaints.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Maslakow seconded to adopt Ordinance No. 35.02 Rural Service District.  Aye:  Treanor, Christian, Maslakow and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Abstain:  Etherington.  Motion carried.  

2. Resolution 18-6-15 Air Fill Containment Unit

Firefighter Pat Wagner explained the two quotes for a containment system for filling the SCBA units that is explosion proof.  He recommended purchasing the air fill containment unit from Alex Air as they are closer.  Fire Chief Froehlich also noted that their manufacturer has been doing this longer.  Mayor Hollerich noted the containment system is a safety requirement.  Fire Chief Froehlich noted this has been on the mock OSHA report for several years.  Councilor Christian moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 18-6-15 approving the quote from Alex Air Apparatus in the amount of $10,507.00   for containment fill station.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Treanor, Christian, Maslakow and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.

3. Additional Patching Request
Administrator Woodruff explained the bank is going to be fixing their lot and requested the city patch the alley.  There is also a large hole adjacent to the clinic parking lot.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Maslakow seconded to approve the additional patching.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  
New Business

A. Resolution 29-7-15 Filter Plant Proposal
John Graupman from Bolton & Menk explained the proposal to look at the filter plant piping, valves, rust issues and electrical conduit as part of the media replacement project.  After it has all been inspected, he will lay out a proposal for the council to review and decide what to fix and repair. Then the council can go out for bids to a select group of contractors who do this type of work.  In mid to late fall the council should approve a bid for the work so the project can take place during the winter when the water demand is less.  The project should take four to six week and during that time the city will be using unfiltered water.  Residents should be aware that some iron and manganese will likely show up in the water.  Mayor Hollerich suggested the council meet at the filter plant before a council meeting to tour and see some of the issues.  He also felt the council should be proactive on replacing the media and fixing potential issues rather than waiting for the filter to fail.  Councilor Maslakow inquired about a portable filtration plant during the project.  Mr. Graupman explained that the project would have to be done during the summer so that it didn’t freeze.  He also noted that most cities don’t do that option due to the cost.  New Richland did this type of project recently and received little complaints.  Water Operator Johnson anticipated few complaints since water softeners will take out some of the iron and manganese.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt Resolution 29-07-15 approving proposal of Bolton and Menk to inspect the filter tank and perform a detailed inspection of the existing conditions of this tank.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Treanor, Christian, Maslakow and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  
B. Resolution  30-7-15 Overlay Smith Court
Mayor Hollerich talked with Engineer Sarff about the condition of Smith Court.  The entire top portion is failing.  Engineer Sarff recommended a complete overlay.  Administrator Woodruff asked Nielson Blacktopping for a quote since they were already planning on coming to town to do the Liquor Store parking lot and some patching.  Councilor Maslakow moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 30-07-15 approving proposal of Nielsen Blacktopping to overlay Smith Court.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Treanor, Maslakow and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Abstain:  Christian.  Motion carried.  

C. Resolution 31-07-15 Liquor Store Policy, Job Descriptions and pay scale
Mayor Hollerich explained a couple of months ago an employee requested clarification on job descriptions and job duties.  Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen and Head Bartender Weise reviewed the job descriptions and liquor store policy and made some changes.  The new job descriptions have a little more detail.  Once they are approved, the employees will all get a new copy.  Administrator Woodruff explained that there were no changes to the pay scale, it was included for clarification.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 28-07-15 approving the new job descriptions, liquor store policy and procedures, and pay scale for the Municipal Liquor Store.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Treanor, Christian, Maslakow and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Motion Carried.

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adjourn the meeting.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  Mayor Hollerich adjourned the meeting at 7:47 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

John Hollerich, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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