CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday, August 18, 2015
Members present:  Etherington, Christian, Treanor, Maslakow and Hollerich.         

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Fire Relief President Jon Klenk, Fire Relief Treasurer Keith McCutchen 
Others present:  Sara Hein-Maple River Messenger,  
Mayor Hollerich called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Agenda

Fire Department temporary liquor license was added as New Business item D.

Public Works employee pay was added as New Business item E.

Review of Solar Ordinance was added as New Business item F.

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the agenda with the additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

Consent Agenda & Agenda
Councilor Christian moved and Councilor Maslakow seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
A. Minutes 8/4/15 & budget workshop
B. Bills totaling  $168,080.93
C. Zoning Minutes and Permits
D. Letter to residents regarding C.U.P.

E. Public Notice Zoning Board

F. Staff written reports

Community Comment

No one was present for community comment.       
Quarterly Update:  Fire Department

 Mayor Hollerich presented the following update:

· The SCBA tank fill containment system has been ordered

· The new thermal imaging camera has arrived

· Everything is all ready for the Fire dance on September 26th
· Membership is down to 21 members.  They are always looking for new members  
Presentation:  Jon Klenk & Keith McCutchen – Fire Relief

Fire Relief Treasurer Keith McCutchen presented the yearly schedules to the council.  There is a surplus again this year so no city contribution is required.  The Fire Relief Board had discussed raising the payout, but they will wait and see how the investments do during the next year.  Mayor Hollerich commented that the city appreciates their management to ensure the city doesn’t have to cover shortfalls.  Fire Relief President Jon Klenk stated that they have procedures in place and are diversified enough so hopefully there won’t be a shortfall.  He listed the following items totaling $18,620 that were purchased through fundraising efforts:  cutter for the Jaws of Life, thermal imaging camera and safety equipment.  They are grateful for the generous community support.  Mr. Klenk also thanked the council for their support.  
New Business

A. Review of Ordinance 140-Sexual Offender and Sexual Predators
Mayor Hollerich noted this came about because of the situation in Minnesota Lake.  He thought it would be a good idea to be proactive and have an ordinance in place before there is an issue.  The city attorney recommended reducing the distance from schools because it is too restrictive and would likely be challenged in court.  Police Chief Honsey and Administrator Woodruff recommended the restriction be lowered to 600 feet from the school, parks and any licensed daycare.  They also recommended the restriction from bus stops, places of worship or other places where children are known to congregate be lowered to 300 feet.  The reasons for the distances include:  the sex offender would live far enough from away from areas where children are to restrict them from learning a pattern of school activities, parent drop offs and vehicle descriptions that belong to children and children at play.  Mayor Hollerich asked why the city attorney recommended removing 140.03 C.  Prohibited activity.  Administrator Woodruff said it is in other city’s ordinances.  It was the general consensus of the council to leave in 140.03 C.  Mayor Hollerich questioned 140.03 E. Exceptions #5. The residence is also the primary residence of the person’s spouse or minor children or parent.  After some discussion, it was the general consensus of the council to remove the afore mentioned number 5.   Mayor Hollerich thought it was a good idea to have this ordinance in place.  Administrator Woodruff reminded the council that Police Chief Honsey cautioned the council that the ordinance may give residents a false sense of security.  Residents should still be conscious of their surroundings and suspicious activities and continue to report that activity to the police. Mayor Hollerich moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to approve the ordinance with the changes mentioned.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  Administrator Woodruff will provide a map so the council can see where the restricted areas are.   
B. Notice of Special Council meeting
A special council meeting will be held on Monday, August 24th after the public hearing to approve the conditional use permit of Novell Energy solar garden.             
C. Resolution 36-08-15 Sidewalk repairs
Administrator Woodruff explained that she sent out six bid requests and only received one back.  The annual budget for sidewalk repair is $5,000.  The water department will pay for the sidewalk and curb repair that is needed where three water shutoffs are located.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 36-08-15 hiring Sellers Construction to repair and remove sidewalks listed.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Treanor, Christian, Maslakow and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.   
D. Fire Department Temporary Liquor License
Mayor Hollerich moved and Councilor Christian seconded to approve the Fire Department Temporary Liquor License.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  
E. Public Works employee pay

It was previously discussed at the budget workshop to hire a public works employee.  Administrator Woodruff asked the council’s opinion on the position’s starting pay for budgeting purposes.   Mayor Hollerich suggested step four for budgeting purposes.  Administrator Woodruff had asked the public works staff when they thought the new person should start.  Water Operator Johnson felt the media replacement would be a good learning experience for the new person.  Wastewater Operator Bartholomew had noted that the snow would be removed faster with three people and they both take a lot of time off in the fall.  
F. Review of Solar Ordinance

Mayor Hollerich recommended the council review the ordinance and bring their questions and/or comments to the special meeting on August 24th.  Administrator Woodruff explained the ordinance came from Blue Earth County and another city.  
Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adjourn the meeting.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  Mayor Hollerich adjourned the meeting at 7:30 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

John Hollerich, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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