CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday, August 19, 2014
Members present:  Schultz, Etherington, and Swanson.  Absent:  Treanor and Christian.
Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Fire Relief Treasurer Keith McCutchen, Fire Relief President Jon Klenk, Tim Royce
Others present:  Sara Hein-Maple River Messenger, Kyle Sieh,
Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station. 
Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
A. Minutes 8/5/14
B. Bills totaling  $329,854.95
C. Zoning Minutes and permits

D. Letter to President of Bolton and Menk
E. Public Hearing Urban Taxing District
F. Staff written reports

Adopt Agenda

Water meters were added as Unfinished business item 2.
Councilor Etherington   moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt the agenda with the addition.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Community Comment

Tim Royce asked why the water meters were being changed out and the total cost of the meters.  He felt the reasons for the new meters should have been in the letter to schedule the appointment.  Mayor Swanson also felt that more information should have been included in the letter.  Administrator Woodruff noted that the letter was the standard letter from Ferguson and that the city council has been talking about replacing the water meters for about a year.  Mr. Royce also asked why some staff is getting raises due to extra workload when he though the extra workload was being taken care of by a part time person.  Administrator Woodruff explained that the part time person was hired to help with the water meter change out, rental ordinance items if the ordinance gets passed, and a list of other duties.  Councilor Schultz stated that the liquor store manager has not been rehired and staff is stepping up to do the job.  He also pointed out that we are severely understaffed compared to other cities our size.  Councilor Etherington thanked Mr. Royce for attending.      
Presentation – Fire Department

Fire Relief Treasurer Keith McCutchen reported that the fire relief board voted to increase the retirement payout to $2,000 per year upon recommendation from the auditor.  This is due to an excess in overfunding.  The last time they encountered an overfunding was in 2007.  If they do not do the increase, they will receive a letter from OSA because of a too large overfunding.  It is possible to raise the per year to $2,300, but the board felt this was too much of an increase now due to variable markets.  The board has been keeping close watch on the investments.  Mayo Swanson felt this was a reasonable request.  Councilor Schultz noted that we have run into the same issues with city funds.  The city has collected tax money and the residents would be getting value for it.  Councilor Etherington felt this is a small incentive for what they do.  

Unfinished Business:

1. Clarification on contractor licensing 
Administrator Woodruff asked for council clarification that the council wants a contractor to have a residential contractor’s license to work on commercial property.  It is up to the city to decide on commercial property.  Councilors Schultz and Etherington were in favor of requiring a residential contractor license and that was their understanding at the last council meeting.  Administrator Woodruff, this is a special material and different to work with than regular shingles.  We won’t have to pay $900 shipping if it is ordered this week.  The contractor has been measuring up the project and it will take a few weeks for the material to get here.  Mayor Swanson asked the council if they wanted to still award the bid to Ron Schultz because of the confusion of not needing a license 
2. Water meters

Administrator Woodruff explained that residents are getting charged $40 for the new meters.  There are a few residents who have paid the full price for new meters due to new constructions.  Water Operator Johnson recommended that if a resident received a new meter in the last three years, the city will pay the full price for the replacement meter.  Mayor Swanson asked if people can keep the meter and sell it themselves to get their money back.  Administrator Woodruff explained the meters cost $135, not including nipples or installation fees.  The last time the meters were replaced, the residents paid for half of the cost.    The city is recycling the meters and any money received will be put back into the water fund.  Councilor Etherington asked if a decision could be made at a future meeting when all council members are present.  
New Business

A. Resolution 43-08-14 Consent to change control - franchise  
Crystal Communications and Enventis are merging.  The city currently has a franchise agreement with Enventis.  This is a formality because of the merger between the two companies.  Mayor Swanson asked if there is anything in the contract about rates going up.  Councilor Schultz also asked about the company’s plan for service and rates.  Administrator Woodruff will inquire about the rates and service.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to table resolution.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  
B. Resolution 44-08-14 Pension rate for fire department
Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 44-08-14 accepting pension rate increase for the fire department.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Treanor and Christian.  Motion carried.  

C. Policy on frozen water service lines
Administrator Woodruff researched what other cities had for frozen water line policies.  The proposed policy is basically what the city did earlier this year when there was a problem with frozen water lines.  
Councilor Schultz suggested that it should be spelled out that it is the resident’s responsibility from the shut off to the house.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to approve the policy on prevention of frozen water service lines.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  
D. Temporary liquor license for Fire Relief Assoc Dance
Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to approve the temporary liquor license for the fire relief association dance.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  
E. Solar lighted stop sign
Councilor Schultz mentioned that this came up at the police quarterly.  There has been trouble at certain times of the year when the sun is in people’s eyes, they don’t stop for the stop sign at the intersection of Main Street and Sixth Ave NE.  Police Chief Honsey suggested a solar lighted stop sign as a reminder and to draw attention to the stop sign.    Councilor Schultz recommended a stop ahead sign about half a block before the intersection.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to purchase and install the sign for the security of the town’s youth that cross at that intersection.  Roll Call Vote:  Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Treanor and Christian.  Motion Carried.  

F. Yard of the Month
Ron Swift was chosen as the yard of the month winner.  

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 7:43 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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