CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday, August 2, 2016
Members present:  Etherington, Christian, Treanor, Maslakow and Hollerich
Staff members present:  Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen 
Others present:  Barb Lake-Maple River Messenger, Dan Sarff-Bolton & Menk, 
Mayor Hollerich called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Agenda

Resolution 42-8-16 was added to New Business item F.
Councilor Christian moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt the agenda with the addition.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  
Consent Agenda

Councilor Maslakow moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
A. Minutes 7/19/16
B. Bills totaling $78,201.97
C. July Building Permits
D. Public Works quarterly

E. Update of Emergency Plan

F. Letter of Ecumen ownership

G. Staff written reports

Community Comment

No one was present for Community Comment.    
Public Hearing – Opt Out of MN Statue 469.3592 

Mayor Hollerich closed the council meeting and opened the public hearing at 7:02 p.m.  
Barb Lake thought it was pretty scary the temporary housing units that could be put on properties unless a city opts out of the state statue.  She also questioned the proper toileting and bathing facilities that would be in these temporary housing units.  Mayor Hollerich noted that the League of Minnesota Cities and the city attorney both provided good information about the state statue.  There would be a lot of regulations for zoning boards to follow.  He felt that statue was well intentioned, but it could create issues at the small city level.  Administrator Woodruff noted that a lot of cities are opting out of the statue, especially the smaller cities with limited staff.  
Mayor Hollerich closed the public hearing and reopened the council meeting at 7:06 p.m.  
Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Maslakow seconded to approve ordinance No. 153.009 opting out of the requirements of Minnesota Statutes, Section 462.3593.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  
Unfinished Business
1. Property on 409 1st Ave SW – bid on property  
Mayor Hollerich explained that the property located at 409 First Ave SW was opened up for bids after the house, trees and stumps were removed.  The city received one bid for $2500 for the lot.  The city council could accept the bid or reject it and possibly list the lot with a realtor.  Mayor Hollerich noted that while the bid wasn’t for a lot of money, the city does have several larger lots that are only $10,000.  Councilor Treanor noted that the city would have to maintain the lot if it wasn’t sold.  Selling it would at least get the lot back on the tax base.  Administrator Woodruff noted that the ground should settle for a year or longer because it was not packed when the house foundation was removed.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to accept of the bid of Jesse & Erica Schott for $2,500.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.    
New Business

A. Mapleton Chamber Welcome Wagon   

Barb Lake showed the council a sample of items that would be included in a welcome packet for new residents.  She is looking for items from local businesses such as coupons.  The chamber sees this as a way to encourage people to move to Mapleton.  Administrator Woodruff noted that Rita Caron had previously distributed the welcome baskets and she found it hard to catch people at home.  The council generally liked the mailing idea.  
B. Resolution 39-8-16 Approving Blue Earth County Curfew 
Mayor Hollerich explained that Blue Earth County enacted a county-wide curfew.  They received input from the cities in Blue Earth County.  They wanted a curfew that was consistent throughout the county.  The main difference is now there are two age groups with different times.  Councilor Maslakow felt that the ordinance gives officers a tool to stop kids who may be exhibiting questionable behavior.  Administrator Woodruff was at the county meeting.  Blue Earth County Deputies recommended the age differences for situations that they had been involved with.  Administrator Woodruff noted that a curfew ticket has not been issued since Chief Honsey has been here and he was fine with the county ordinance.  Mayor Hollerich moved and Councilor Maslakow seconded to adopt Resolution 39-8-16 approving Blue Earth County Curfew.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Treanor, Christian, Maslakow and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried
C. Resolution 40-8-16 Hiring Bartender

Mayor Hollerich noted that the Liquor Store is short staffed.  Deputy Clerk Olsen was very impressed with Jenna Vagle during the interview and highly recommended hiring her.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 40-8-16 hiring Jenna Vagle as a part time bartender contingent on passing a background check. Roll call vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Treanor, Christian, Maslakow and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried
D. Resolution 41-8-16 Draw Request Number 3

Administrator Woodruff explained that the contractor went through the punch list.  It is too humid to finish the painting at this time.  They will finish painting in October.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt Resolution 41-8-16 approving draw request number three from Shank Constructors, Inc. in the amount of $73,477.00.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Treanor, Christian, Maslakow and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried
E. Change date of council meeting – set date of workshop

Mayor Hollerich requested the council move the date of the next meeting from August 16th to August 23rd.  It was the consensus to hold the budget meeting on August 23rd at 6 p.m. and to have the council meeting following at 7:00 p.m.  The fire department quarterly meeting will be moved to a different date.  
F. Resolution 42-8-16 Approving Plans and Ordering Bids
Engineer Sarff recommended the council put a time frame that the project could either start yet this fall or in the spring.  But once construction starts, the contractor has a set number of days to complete the work.  Engineer Sarff felt that the council may get better bids this way.  The sewer lining work should be completed before the alley construction.  Councilor Christian moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt Resolution 42-8-16 accepting plans and spefications and ordering bids on the alley located between Main Street NE and Smith Street NE from First Avenue NE and Second Avenue NE.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Treanor, Christian, Maslakow and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  
Councilor Christian moved and Councilor Maslakow seconded to adjourn the meeting.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  Mayor Hollerich adjourned the meeting at 7:40 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

John Hollerich, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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