CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday, August 21, 2012

Members present:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Absent:  Christian.     

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Fire Chief Froehlich, First Assistant Fire Chief Hicks  

Others present:  Tyler Pieper-Maple River Messenger, Chad Osterman, Joy Osterman

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A. Minutes 8/7/12

B. Bills totaling  $60,363.69

C. Zoning Minutes and permits

D. Fire Department Quarterly Report

E. Staff written reports

Adopt Agenda

Fire Department call text was added under presentations.  

Regional partnership was added as New Business item D.

Miscellaneous was added as New Business item E.

Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt the agenda with the additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Community Comment

Chad Osterman provided input regarding the city rental ordinance.  He expressed concern about rental houses not kept up as well as other properties.  He liked the rental ordinance from Eagle Lake.  Councilor Donovan noted that the city already has an ordinance to enforce outside maintenance.  

Presentation:

First Assistant Hicks explained that the new radio system works great, but the paging system is not good.  He has researched edisbatches, a notification system for fire fighters to receive text messages on their cell phones.  The cost is approximately $79 per month based on an average of 130 calls per year.  There is a set up fee of $199.  Madison Lake and Waseca County are currently using the system along.  First Assistant Hicks has talked to people who have used the system for a couple of years and they are thrilled with the service.  Councilor Donovan commented that the pagers have been an issue for a long time.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt Resolution 8-50-12 approving a one-year trial of the eDispatch system for fire department.  Roll Call:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Christian.  Motion carried.  Mayor Swanson thanked them for attending.  

Unfinished Business

A. Budget 2013

Administrator Woodruff is working on the issues that were discussed at the budget workshop.  She will have the preliminary budget at the next council meeting.  

New Business

A. Resolution 8-49-12 Approving Seal Coating

Councilor Schultz asked what the budget was.  Administrator Woodruff thought there was $75,000 for seal coating.  Pearson Brothers has done work before and the city was pleased.   Sewer Operator Bartholomew had mentioned that there is a dip on Troendle between 3rd and 4th that should be repaired.  Donovan said that the seal coating would help extend the life of the street until it is overlaid.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 8-49-12 approving seal quote bid from Pearson Brothers in the amount of $61,455.60.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Christian.  Motion carried.    

B. Rental ordinance request

Mayor Swanson read the prepared information in the council packet.  Mayor Swanson was in favor of a rental ordinance as long as the ordinance was reasonable.  He wanted to hold a work session on this subject.  Councilor Schultz had thought this was a good idea a couple of years ago.  He also suggested looking at the nuisance ordinance.  Schultz urged caution about enforcing an ordinance with too many restrictions.  Councilor Schultz also noted that the council needed to be willing to support enforcement of the ordinance.  He also stated we need to be careful about how it is implemented.  Administrator Woodruff will gather more information to distribute to the council.  Councilor Schultz suggested a landlord training.    

C.  Manhole for sewer line

Administrator Woodruff explained there are three properties on the 300 block of Central Avenue South that are connected to a sewer line behind their house.  There is no manhole on Lincoln Street Southeast for access to the line.  The sewer line on Lincoln Street is too deep for Boening Brothers or Sellers Construction to do install the manhole.  BCM will provide a price to do it while they are in town.  Councilor Donovan felt that the engineer should be responsible for not designing a manhole during the 1993 project.  If it was designed, then the engineer is still responsible for making sure it is put in.  The council discussed putting off seal coating this block of Lincoln until after the manhole is installed.  This is another step in the I/I problem.  Administrator Woodruff will talk to the engineers about this.  Councilor Schultz asked if there was a time limit on the 1993 project contract.  

D.   Regional Partnership

Councilor Schultz talked about the partnership MVAC, Region 9 and Pettipiece have formed to assist local jurisdictions in obtaining funding from SCDP.  They are working together to have the largest impact on the region that they can have.  He explained some of the new rules for obtaining funding.    


E. Miscellaneous

Paul Sellers has volunteered space in his shop for public works equipment during the time that the fire department has more room in our city shop.  It was the consensus of the council to accept his offer.  Administrator woodruff will be obtaining quotes to replace the drain and grate in the fire department.  

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 8:34 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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