CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday, September 1, 2015
Members present:  Etherington, Treanor, Christian, Maslakow and Hollerich.       

Staff members present:  Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen  
Others present:  Sara Hein -Maple River Messenger 
Mayor Hollerich called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Agenda

Solar Garden was added as New Business item C.
Scrapbooking house was added as New Business item D.

School referendum was added as New Business item E.
Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt the agenda with the additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Maslakow seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
A. Minutes 8/18/15 & 8/24/15
B. Bills totaling  $46904.94
C. Zoning Board minutes special meeting 8/24/15
D. Police Quarterly Report

E. Letter from Dr. Klein

F. Grant for Fire Dept. Training

G. Ditch 57 statistics

H. Staff written reports

Community Comment

No one was present for Community Comment.   
New Business

A. Resolution 37-9-15 Adopting Proposed Budget
Mayor Hollerich stated the council reviewed the budget during a work session.  He highlighted that an additional public works employee is included in the budget.  Administrator Woodruff noted that the proposed budget is set at a one and a half percent increase as part of the five-year plan.  The filter plant project that was planned for 2015 will be done in 2016.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 37-09-15 adopting proposed 2016 budget and tax levy.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Treanor, Christian, Maslakow and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  
B. Resolution  38-9-15 Adopting Truth in Taxation Meeting Date
Mayor Hollerich recommended setting December 15, 2015 as the Truth in Taxation meeting date as he may be gone December 1st.  Mayor Hollerich moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt Resolution 09-38-15 selecting budget hearing date Roll Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Treanor, Christian, Maslakow and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

C. Solar Garden 
There is a solar garden proposed within two miles of the city limits south of town.  Blue Earth County asked if the city has any concerns with this proposed solar garden.  Administrator Woodruff recommended notification of any wells on the property due to it being in the wellhead protection area.  
D. Scrapbook House on Smith St

Administrator Woodruff reported that a person is interested in purchasing a house on Smith Street to be used as a scrapbooking/quilting retreat.  This use isn’t covered in the zoning ordinance.  Administrator Woodruff asked other cities for advice and some expressed concern about parking issues.  Councilor Treanor expressed concern about the property turning into a business in the future.  Mayor Hollerich noted the council looked at granting a conditional use permit for the property located at 603 Silver St. East to be used as a business.  The council was generally not in favor of permitting this use in a residential area.  Mayor Hollerich suggested the potential buyer could present their case to the zoning board.  He was also interested in hearing what the neighbors would think of the scrapbooking retreat house.  
E. School Referendum
The school superintendent and board members have gone to other city’s council meetings and talked about the upcoming referendum.  Mayor Hollerich asked if the council would be interested in having them attend one of our city council meetings to learn more about the referendum.  It was the consensus to have Superintendent Anderson attend a meeting.  
Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Maslakow seconded to adjourn the meeting.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  Mayor Hollerich adjourned the meeting at 7:21 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

John Hollerich, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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