CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday, September 16, 2014
Members present:  Schultz, Christian, Treanor and Swanson.  Absent:  Etherington.
Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Water Operator Johnson, Police Chief Honsey, Wastewater Operator Bartholomew
Others present:  Sara Hein-Maple River Messenger, Jedd Falgren-MNDOT, Mike Sullivan, Roger Hislop
Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station. 
Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Christian moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
A. Minutes 9/2/14
B. Bills totaling  $124,484.30
C. Zoning Minutes and permits

D. Quarterly reports – police, fire and liquor
E. Satisfaction of Mortgage (2)

F. Thank you for Town and Country Days

G. Letter from Ecumen

H. Water shut off notice from Ferguson Waterworks

I. Staff written reports

Adopt Agenda

Fire Fighter Dance was added as unfinished business item 2.  
Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt the agenda with the addition.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
City Shop Report

Water Operator Johnson reported on the following:

· Water meter replacement is going well.  Ferguson is hoping to finish this week.  There may be a few water shut offs this week for those who have not yet made an appointment to have their water meter replaced.  There will be training on the new equipment next week.
· The media in the filter plant should be replaced.  The tank may also need some work.  It should be done early in 2015.

· The water tower is due to be repainted.  This is scheduled for next year.

· Equipment needs:  the ditch mower is approximately twenty years old and is currently used to mow the EDA lots.  The sweeper is scheduled for 2015.  The gator is scheduled for replacement.  Depending on trade in value, they would like to keep the current gator since it is being used a lot.  

· The grader is not on the replacement list and it needs some repairs.

· They discussed snow removal in the downtown area and the snow emergency ordinance.
· Tree replacement and tree trimming is on hold until after we see how much money the city receives from FEMA.
Councilor Schultz asked if the filter plant media was part of the five-year plan.  Administrator Woodruff replied that it is.  Mayor Swanson thanked Water Operator Johnson for his report and encouraged him to keep up the good work.  

Community Comment

No one was present for Community Comment. 

Presentation – Jedd Falgren-MNDOT
Jedd Falgren from MNDOT talked about the deterioration of Highway 22 and what MNDOT is doing to manage the road condition.  They are trying different test sections to see what works best.  They do plan on painting the stripes on the road next week.  Mayor Swanson stated that citizens don’t understand what is going on and encouraged MNDOT to work on communicating what they are doing with Highway 22.  Councilor Schultz asked if the reconstruction time frame could be moved up a year or two.  Mr. Falgren would like to move the reconstruction up, but thought that it would have to wait until 2017 for the engineering to be completed.  Roger Hislop asked if there are plans to pave the shoulders and make the highway wider.  Mr. Falgren encouraged comments like that during the public input phase of the project.  Mayor Swanson thanked Mr. Falgren for attending the meeting.  It was the general consensus to host a public meeting for MNDOT to talk to the public about their plans for Highway 22.  
Unfinished Business:

1. Sale of Generator 
Administrator Woodruff talked to Generator Services about what the old generator at the lift station is worth.  They felt the city should be able to get $5,950 for it.  It was the general consensus of the council to have Administrator Woodruff tell Minnesota Lake that $5,950 is how much we want for the generator.  
2. Fire Dance
Administrator Woodruff explained that a snow fence was put up last year for the fire fighter’s dance.  The fence fell down and was a hassle.  She suggested barricading the street and alley.  It was the general consensus of the council to just put up barricades.  Police Chief Honsey did not have a problem with just using the barricades.  The fire fighters had also asked if the city was willing to pay for the porta potties.  It was the general consensus of the council that the city will pay for them.    
New Business

A. Resolution 46-09-14 Preliminary Budget  
Mayor Swanson noted that the council seemed comfortable with the budget at the workshop.  Administrator Woodruff asked if the council wanted bids to hire snow removal for Main Street sidewalks.  Mayor Swanson noted that there is nowhere for the snow to go.  He also felt it may help with some of the snow removal issues on Main Street.  Councilor Schultz felt it would take communication and timing.  It was the consensus of the council to get a firm quote from Rebecca Rose to clean city hall.  Police Chief Honsey asked if the council had any questions about Lexipol.  Mayor Swanson felt it would be a tremendous asset.  Police Chief Honsey stated that by having all of the towns in Blue Earth County on Lexipol, it will keep the policies consistent with the neighboring towns.  It was the consensus of the council to keep Lexipol in the budget.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt Resolution 46-09-14 adopting the proposed 2015 budget.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Schultz, Christian, Treanor and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Etherington.   Motion carried.  
B. Resolution 47-09-14 Budget hearing date
Mayor Swanson noted that the budget hearing is typically at the first meeting in December.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt Resolution 47-09-14 selecting budget hearing date.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Schultz, Christian, Treanor and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Etherington.  Motion carried.  

C. November 4th council meeting needs to be rescheduled due to election
It was the consensus of the council to change the meeting date to Thursday, November 6th.     
Miscellaneous
· Roger Hislop was pleased with the water meter replacement.
· Mayor Swanson asked if Administrator Woodruff had received any more comments on the rental ordinance.  Administrator Woodruff replied that two people were against it and one was ok with the ordinance.  She had sent a mailing to everyone.  
Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 8:10 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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