CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday, September 18, 2012

Members present:  Donovan, Etherington, Christian, Schultz and Swanson.       

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Fire Chief Froehlich 

Others present:  Tyler Pieper-Maple River Messenger, Dan Sarff-Bolton & Menk, Ray Marquardt, Sherry Marquardt, Joe Daly, Greg Smith, Ron Swift

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A. Minutes 9/4/12

B. Bills totaling  $247817.75

C. Zoning Minutes and permits-

D. Liquor Department Quarterly Report

E. Project newsletter #3

F. Notice of workshop for rental ordinance

G. Staff written reports

Adopt Agenda

Resolution 9-61-12was added as Old Business item B.  

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the agenda with the addition.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Community Comment

Greg Smith asked about the delinquent water bill at his rental house.  Administrator Woodruff explained how the certification process worked.    

Ron Swift was present in support of resolution for 506 Smith Street NE.  

Public Hearing – Vacation of a Portion of 4th Ave:

Mayor Swanson closed the meeting and opened the public hearing at 7:20 p.m.  Mayor Swanson read the public hearing notice.  Administrator Woodruff believes there was an error made in the 1990's when the rest of the street was vacated.  The elevator owns the surrounding property.  Vacation of this piece will clear up this error.  Mayor Swanson reopened council meeting at 7:23 p.m.   

Unfinished Business

A. Manhole on Lincoln

Engineer Sarff explained that the 12-inch sanitary sewer put in during the 1970’s.  A manhole for access to the connecting sewer main in middle of block between Central and First was not installed.  There have been problems with backups along the line.  Engineer Sarff received prices from BCM to install a manhole while they are in town working on the street project.  Once the manhole is in place, then the condition of the line can be determined.  The estimated cost of putting the in the manhole is $10,000.  Administrator Woodruff noted that five homes are connected to the sewer line.  Engineer Sarff recommended stubbing in an 8-inch line to the curb when the manhole is replaced.  Councilor Donovan asked about the depth of the line and questioned if there was room to replace the line in the backyards.  He also asked if there was not enough room to replace the line, then can the line service lines be re-routed to the front of the houses.  Engineer Sarff explained that it is not practical to reroute sewer lines to the other side of properties.  Engineer Sarff explained that this project could be added as a change order to the current street project.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to install the manhole and 8-inch line to the curb as discussed as a change order to the current street project.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

Engineer Sarff explained the problem with the sewer service line at 103 Sixth Ave SE.  The sewer line was not where staff expected it to be located.  It will cost more to replace since the line is under the driveway.  The driveway will need to be replaced and this will cost approximately $1237.  Engineer Sarff explained the options of re-assessing the property or the city could absorb the cost.  The line was televised part way and it looks like the house sewer line is connected to the storm drain inlet in the middle of the block.  When the sewer line is replaced, this storm line will be disconnected.  This will make the storm water problem in the middle of the block worse.  Engineer Sarff recommended the council address the significant drainage problem that exists in the middle of the block.  The 6-inch tile line that was put in privately after the Highway 30 project is not large enough to handle this flow.  He recommended replacing the 6-inch line with a 12-inch line and connect it to the storm drain and getting an easement for the project.   Engineer Sarff noted that this is a small investment to take care of the most significant drainage issue in town.  This project could also be added as a change order to the current street project.  Councilor Donovan was concerned about setting precedent for dealing with standing water.  Administrator Woodruff explained that the city has done this on two other occasions to deal with standing water.  Councilor Donovan did not want public utilities installed where there is no easement in place.  Mayor Swanson stated that when there is a heavy rain the bottom apartments flood.  Councilor Donovan asked about other options for draining this property.  Engineer Sarff explained that it would be more expensive to install a line to Troendle Street.  Councilor Donovan felt that the city should not cover this expense.  Councilor Christian recommended talking to the three neighbors to get their opinions.  

Engineer Sarff recommended the city absorb the excess cost of replacing the sewer service line at 103 Sixth Ave SE.  It was the consensus of the council to replace this service line and absorb the extra cost.  

Engineer Sarff provided the council an update on the street project.  

B.  Resolution 9-61-12

Administrator Woodruff provided background information about the property at 506 Smith St NE.  The police have send eight citations to the property owner and he has been in jail twice because of them.  The property owner is willing to sell the property to the city for $2,000.  Administrator Woodruff believes the city would incur a large expense by going through the process to condemn the property.  Mayor Swanson stated that the city could assess these costs to the property when it is sold.  A citizen who would like to purchase the property for a dollar approached councilor Etherington.  Councilor Schultz recommended if the council allows someone to purchase the property as is, then there should be a stipulation that the current house needs to be removed within the next six months.  Councilor Donovan noted that there is almost $1,000 in unpaid expenses against the property.  He asked if the city could pay $2,000 less the amount owed the city.  Administrator Woodruff was directed to ask the city attorney.   Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 9-61-12 purchasing the property at 506 Smith St NE.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

Ray Marquardt thanked the council for moving forward with this issue.  

Mayor Swanson thanked the concerned citizens for attending.  

New Business

A. Resolution 9-55-12 Payment Service

Deputy Clerk Olsen explained residents are asking for a way to pay their utility bills with a credit/debit card or online.  This is the way of the future and we need to keep with how people pay for things.  By having this system, it will save on staff time and supplies.  This is also a good way to offer improved services to residents at little cost.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt Resolution 9-55-12 approving payments and billing electronically and to review it in one year.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.      

B. Resolution 9-56-12 Vacation of a portion of 4th Ave

Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt Resolution 9-56-12 vacating a portion of 4th Ave in Pagenkopf’s Addition.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.      

C.  Resolution 9-57-12 Purchase hand held radios for Fire Department

Fire Chief Froehlich explained the Department of Natural Resources matching grant.  He proposed getting four hand held radios with the grant for the officers.  The new radio and paging frequency are different and so they cannot hear who is responding to calls.  Also, if a call gets cancelled, a second page has to be sent out for this purpose.  With the radios, the officers would benefit with greater communication of who is responding or updates from any law enforcement on scene.  The officers then would be able to communicate to the rest of the department what is going on with calls.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt Resolution 9-57-12 purchasing four hand-held radios for the fire department.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.    

D.  Resolution 9-58-12 New Zoning Board Member

The Zoning Board recommended Don Rice as a new member.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt Resolution 9-58-12 appointing Don Rice to the Planning and Zoning Board.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.      


E. Resolution 9-59-12 Personnel Policy Updates

Administrator Woodruff explained that the cell phone policy has been worked into the budget and this is the policy to go along with that budget item.  The comp and overtime policy was written to revert back to the previous personnel policy before paying overtime was eliminated.  Councilor Donovan felt that staff that works on a holiday should be paid overtime for those hours worked in addition to the eight hours of holiday pay.  He also felt that holiday hours should be counted as hours worked when calculating overtime.  As an example, public works employees checking pumps on a holiday would get paid 1.5 times pay for the two hours checking the pumps plus the eight hours of holiday pay.  Councilor Donovan also suggested putting all vacation and sick leave into PTO and make employees responsible for managing the time.  It was the consensus of the council to look at changing sick leave to PTO.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 9-59-12 approving personnel policy updates and changes and add in holiday OT as discussed.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

F.  Resolution 9-60-12 Certify Delinquent accounts to the county

Councilor Etherington asked about snow removal costs.  Administrator Woodruff explained that the city does not want to do the snow removal and encourages residents to either do it themselves or pay someone else to do it.  Administrator Woodruff explained putting delinquent balances on taxes is standard procedure every year.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 9-60-12 certifying delinquent utility accounts and other delinquent accounts for tax levy collectible in 2013.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

G.  Application for Temporary on-sale liquor license 

Administrator Woodruff explained this temporary on-sale liquor license is needed to set up a bar off site for a teacher retirement party at Heritage Place.  It will cost approximately $200 for the extra insurance for this event.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to approve the temporary on-sale liquor license to the Mapleton Municipal Liquor Store for an event at 301 Troendle St SW on September 30,2012.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried. 

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 8:45 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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