CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday April 6, 2010

Members present:  Donovan, Etherington, Christian and Swanson.     Absent:  Schultz.

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Police Chief Honsey, Liquor Store Assistant Strehlo, Water Operator Johnson

Others present:  Kelly Spillman-Maple River Messenger, Ron Schultz, Gary Boening  

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:01 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A. Minutes 3/9/10, workshop 3/23/10, emergency meeting 3/23/10

B. Bills totaling  $30,247.34

C. Community Chest of Mapleton - $275.00 for DARE program

D. Facebook report

E. Auditor response to council questions

Staff Written Reports
 

Adopt Agenda

Councilor Christian moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Department Reports
A. Police

Chief Honsey reported that Community Chest gave a donation for the DARE program.  All full time officers are taking the First responder refresher.  The police have a new software program to track items sold to pawn shops.      

B.   Public Works

Water Operator Johnson reported the public works department has been busy with spring activities.  The library park shelter was pained by a student needing some community service hours.    

C.   Liquor Store

Liquor Store Assistant Strehlo told the council about some promotional ideas that she is working on.  She will be doing a wine tasting for the AAA fundraiser.  

Budget Review

Administrator Woodruff reported that the city might not be unalloted as much as the governor proposed.  The legislature may still make changes before the end of the session.  There was a discussion about the state’s sources of revenue and foreclosed properties.      

Unfinished Business

A. LMC Insurance dividend

Administrator Woodruff informed the council that the city received a commission check for being our own workers compensation agent.  

B. Dump Truck (bid opening April 5)

Administrator Woodruff reported that the city did not get the bid.  The winning bid was $7,500.  

C. Community Garden – water usage

The Chamber has arranged to have a water tank at the community gardens.  Wally Johnson has volunteered to fill the water tank with water from his house.  Mayor Swanson asked how much water the gardens used last year.  Administrator Woodruff stated that it was not kept track of last year.  Wally Johnson would keep track of how much water he used to fill the tank.  That amount would be deducted from his water bill.  It was the consensus of the council to donate water for the community gardens.    

D. Farmers Market

The chamber requested use of the parking spaces on Main Street next to the library park for the farmer’s market.  Mayor Swanson asked if the farmer’s market hours would interfere with library customers and if Dietz Foods would view this as competition.  Administrator Woodruff reported that Dietz Foods is fine with the chamber holding a farmer’s market.  Water Operator Johnson pointed out that some employees of neighboring businesses usually park in those parking spaces.  The council discussed having them park on the park side of the alley.  Water Operator Johnson suggested closing off half a block on First Ave in front of the library (to the alley).  It was the consensus of the council to try holding the farmer’s market in the alley near the library.    

New Business

A. Resolution 11-4-2010 Budget Cuts  

Administrator Woodruff reported that the resolution is what the council had decided to cut at the budget workshop.  The council discussed having volunteers help with the mowing.  Administrator Woodruff suggested leaving some money in the park part-time budget in case we need to hire someone to help mow.  Water Operator Johnson expressed concern about volunteers not taking care of the mowers.  Mayor Swanson and Councilor Christian suggested leaving $2,000 in the budget for Water Operator Johnson to decide if he needed additional help with the mowing.  The council discussed dust control, mostly on Borchert Street.  The council discussed the maintenance of Borchert Street.  Ron Schultz suggested watering the road periodically because often there isn’t enough moisture in the air for the chloride to work properly.  It was the consensus of the council to do dust control one time in 2011.   Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 11-4-2010 approving budget changes.   Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Schultz.  Motion carried.  
B. Resolution 12-4-10 New Mower

Water Operator Johnson explained the differences in the mowers.  Mr. Johnson stated that the John Deere residential grade would be his first choice.  He did add a commercial deck to the mower.  He uses approximately 50 hours per year with this size mower.  Councilor Etherington asked if the current mower could be repaired.  Mr. Johnson stated that it would cost approximately $400 to $500 to fix it.  Councilor Etherington noted that the city is supposed to be operating on a spending freeze.  Mayor Swanson replied that there is a point where fixing things just doesn’t make sense anymore.  Mr. Johnson noted that the money has been set-aside for the mower.  Councilor Christian moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 12-04-10 purchasing a residential grade mower with a commercial deck from John Deere in the amount of $4,150.00.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  Etherington.  Absent:  Schultz.  Motion carried.

C. Resolution 13-4-10 Wood Chips

Mr. Johnson said the wood chips need to be replaced periodically.  There are certain qualifications that have to be met for ADA compliance.  The library park is in dire need of more chips.  Mr. Johnson stated that if the wood chips were not approved he would need to fence off the equipment so that it isn’t used.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 13-4-10 purchasing wood chips for the parks.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Schultz.  Christian.  Motion carried.  

Miscellaneous

· Councilor Etherington asked if there is any retribution for those who have bad city loans.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the city did all that we could at the time to get our money back.

· Councilor Donovan had a question about the W.W. estimates.  Councilor Christian had Sewer Operator Bartholomew get estimates for some repairs that have been talked about.  Councilor Christian wanted the council to have the figures to review so that they could decide at a future council meeting which projects would be done.  

· Mayor Swanson asked about the monthly budget meetings.  

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 8:36 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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