  CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday February 1, 2005

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. in the Mapleton City Council Chambers.

Members present:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Public Works Supervisor Bartholomew

Others present:  John Clark, Mike Johnson of M & M Insurance, Larry Johnson, Dan Sarf and Glen Coudron of Bolton & Menk.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A)  Minutes 1-18-04

B)  Bills

C) MDH-Letter on Mapleton Water Supply

D) Letter from I&S

E) Letter from U.S. Cable

Staff Reports

A) Administration Reports

B) Water-Park Report

C) Wastewater-Street Report

Adopt Agenda

Resolution 15-2-05 was added as New Business item E.

Miscellaneous was added as New Business item F.

Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to adopt the agenda with the additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

Administrator Woodruff informed the council about recent water leaks.

Presentations

7:05 Mike Johnson – City Insurance Resolution 14-2-05 Accepting Insurance

Mike Johnson reviewed with the council the city insurance package renewal summary.  This year’s premium is $56,492.00.  Mr. Johnson noted that the no fault sewer coverage is currently being reviewed.  This can be added mid-year.  Councilor Johnson asked questions about the coverage for the welcome signs.  Administrator Woodruff asked Mr. Johnson to review sidewalk liability with the council.  Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Treanor seconded Resolution 14-2-05 accepting insurance bid from M & M Insurance.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

7:30 Bolton and Menk I&I report, Water/sewer pumping report, and Water sales and pumping 4th qtr

Engineer Sarf presented information about the sanitary sewer inflow/infiltration investigation.  The flow rate spikes immediately when there is a rainfall event and tapers off afterwards.  The results show widespread inflow and infiltration throughout town.  There were no obvious indications of where to isolate the problem.  Engineer Sarf stated that it is generally more cost effective to increase the size of the lift station and increase the size of the force main rather than to find and fix the problem.  Engineer Sarf will put together a fee estimate for preparation of a feasibility report for increasing the size of the lift station and force mains.  

New Business

A) Resolution 11-2-05 On sale Liquor License

Administrator Woodruff reported that Mr. Smit paid the city portion of the Liquor License.  Alcohol and Gambling enforcement stipulated that his liquor liability insurance needs to be extended until the end of the year.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to adopt Resolution 11-2-05 approving on-sale license and Sunday liquor license for Screamin’Eagle Grill, Inc.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

B) Resolution 12-02-05 Mn/DOT Project

Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt Resolution 12-2-05 to place project on MnDOT’s state transportation improvement program.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

C) Resolution 13-2-05 Funds for Welcome Sign
Councilor Johnson reported that the Beautification committee would like to complete the Welcome Sign project.  Chamber of Commerce Gambling money was donated for a clock.  They have no problem with transferring the money from the clock to purchase new signs.  The Beautification Committee is planning on putting up smaller signs on Highway 30 and County Road 7.  Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt Resolution 13-2-05 designate money collected for a clock be transferred to welcome signs.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.   

D) Sewer pumping charges

Administrator Woodruff explained how she came up with the new sewer pumping fee.  She also gave a summary of a public hearing held in 1989 and the reasons why the sewer flat fee was set up.  Councilor Warner stated that it doesn’t matter what the charge is called or how it is arrived at, the city still needs to collect the same amount of money.  Larry Johnson stated that he pays approximately $400 more per year for sewer than he does for water.  He requested that the council set up a system to reflect usage rather than charges per unit.  Councilor Donovan felt that if the sewer flat fee was eliminated and the sewer pumping fee was increased, this would generate more money for the sewer department.  He also felt it would be more fair for everyone since it would be based on how much water is actually used.  Councilor Johnson felt that the water minimum usage should also be charged per unit, even if there is only one meter in the building.  Councilor Treanor questioned if fixed income residents could afford the increase to the sewer pumping if the sewer flat rate was eliminated.  Administrator Woodruff stated that there are 200 units under the minimum water usage.  Councilors Johnson and Warner felt that maybe the statistics should be reviewed and consider lowering the minimum charge.  Councilor Warner asked what other cities do.  There was a discussion of various places in town.  It was the consensus to discuss this further at the next meeting.

E) Resolution 15-2-05 City Hall Computer

Deputy Clerk Olsen explained what was wrong with her computer and monitor.  There was a discussion of the new computer options.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 15-2-05 approving purchase of a computer not to exceed $1,500.00.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

F) Miscellaneous

· Mayor Swanson presented an update on the library flag.  They got the flagpole working and a flag is flying there now.  Mayor Swanson thought there is enough light from the street light at night. 

· Councilor Donovan noted that the flag at the fire station needs to be replaced.  

· Mayor Swanson stated that Relay for Life is scheduled for May 20, 2005.  It was the consensus of the council that this was a good project. 

· Councilor Johnson stated that the sign on the corner of 5th and Smith needs to be fixed.  Administrator Woodruff replied that Public Works Supervisor Bartholomew wouldn’t be able to fix them until the ground thaws.  Mayor Swanson noted that the sign is down on the corner of 6th and Main.

· Councilor Donovan asked if the police should make a list of the intersections where trees or hedges block the view.  

· Mayor Swanson mentioned the quarterly meetings.  It was the consensus to wait until March to do them. 

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 9:45 p.m.

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk

Minutes – Regular Mapleton City Council meeting – February 1, 2005 – Page 2 of 3

