CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday August 21, 2007

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. in the Mapleton City Council Chambers.

Members present:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen   

Others present:  Sarah Nihart-Maple River Messenger, Glen Coudron-Bolton & Menk, John Brindley-Contractor’s Edge

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A) Minutes 

B) Bills 

C) Zoning minutes and permits

D) Monitoring Report

E) Letters to Contractor’s Edge

Staff Report
Administration, Police, Wastewater/Street and Water/Park 

Adopt Agenda

Facility committee update was added as Old Business item c.

Resolution 72-08-07 was added as New Business item I.

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt the agenda with the additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Presentations

John Brindley-Contractor’s Edge

John Brindley was present to answer questions about the 2007 street project.  There was a discussion about the remaining punch list items.  Mr. Brindley said that the sod contractor would be back in the fall to fix the sod issues.  Mr. Brindley and Engineer Coudron disagreed about the soil conditions on Lincoln Street.  Mr. Brindley said the soils had poor compaction and that is what caused the sewer risers to pull apart.  There was also discussion about the televising camera that got stuck and an existing PVC line that pulled apart from the connection.  Mayor Swanson asked about the sod watering plan.  Mr. Brindley said the subcontractor is responsible for watering the sod for 30 growing days.  Councilor Schultz asked if Mr. Brindley would water the sod if the subcontractor did not.  There was discussion about the settlements that have occurred.  Mr. Brindley talked about the four insurance claims at 409 Second Ave SW.  Administrator Woodruff asked if the insurance agent was going to follow up on the claims.  Mr. Brindley said that his agent is investigating the claims.  Councilor Schultz asked if the sod subcontractor would water the sod replacements.  Mr. Brindley assured the council that the sod would be watered.  The council asked if all of the subs had been paid.  Mr. Brindley said that the subcontractors have been paid for the amounts listed on the approved draw requests.  Mr. Brindley explained his reasons for wanting to apply the wear course over the whole project area yet this fall.  There was a discussion about the warranty.  Engineer Coudron and Mr. Brindley disagreed about compaction and settling on Lincoln Street.  Mayor Swanson thanked Mr. Brindley for attending.  

Old Business

a. First Ave NW-advertising for bids

Administrator Woodruff noted that the city is advertising for bids.  Engineer Coudron said that construction should start the first of October.  The council thanked engineer Coudron for attending.    

b. Restaurant update

Administrator Woodruff reported that the manager is going to be at the EDA meeting on Thursday, August 23rd at 7:30 p.m.  Administrator Woodruff invited the council to attend the EDA meeting to meet Briana Olson and to hear her plans.  

c. Facility committee update

Councilor Schultz reported that the estimate to bring water and sewer to the shop is approximately $30,000 more than was anticipated.  The committee is looking at an equitable way to move the clay pile.  It was the consensus to advertise that the fill is free and that the city would pay to load it.  Councilor Donovan reported that Water Operator Johnson has met with a contractor regarding the fire station remodeling plans.    

New Business

A.  Ordinance-Recodifing Code of Ordinances 

Administrator Woodruff stated that the ordinance book hadn’t been recodified since 1985.  The entire ordinance book has been gone through.  There had been some issues with nuisance ordinance items that Chief Honsey has been waiting to deal with until the ordinance book is updated.  The administrative ticket fine list was updated to reflect the new ordinance numbers.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt ordinance number 1-2007 amending, restating, revising, updating, codifying and compiling certain ordinances of the city dealing with the subjects embraced in the code of ordinances and providing penalties for the violation of the code of ordinances.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

B. Resolution 6-08-07 Administrative Tickets 

Councilor Etherington requested to discus the fines where there was no state fine listed.  Councilor Schultz moved to adopt Resolution 66-08-07 adopting administrative citations after recodifing city code of ordinances.  Councilor Schultz rescinded his motion.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to table the administrative citation fine schedule.  Mayor Swanson clarified that Administrator Woodruff is to research the state fines that aren’t listed.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

C. Resolution 67-08-07 Liquor Store lap top computer 

Mayor Swanson read the resolution.  Mayor Swanson noted that this was discussed at the Liquor Store quarterly meeting.  Administrator Woodruff reported that the liquor store computer is starting to die and a laptop would save space.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 67-08-07 approving lap top computer for the Liquor Store.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Treanor.  Motion carried.      

D. Resolution 68-08-07 Grass Rig light bar 

Mayor Swanson read the resolution.  Administrator Woodruff reported that the light bar that the police gave the fire department burns up the alternator.  The old light bar is mounted on the old skid unit.  Councilor Donovan explained the need for this light bar.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 68-08-07 approving a new light bar for the grass rig.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Treanor.  Motion carried.      

E. Resolution 69-08-07 Bill Goldy resignation

Mayor Swanson read the resolution.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 69-08-07 accepting resignation of Bill Goldy as the EDA director.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Treanor.  Motion carried.  

F. Resolution 70-08-07 Draw request #9

The council discussed the wear course, soils and Lincoln Street settlement.  Councilor Etherington questioned the inspection.  Engineer Coudron recommended the city talk to an attorney about the warranty issues.  Engineer Coudron said there are a few other minor items that still need to be completed on the punch list.  Councilor Schultz asked to verify that the subcontractors have been paid.  Engineer Coudron stated that they had not received the necessary documentation yet to determine it.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 70-08-07 approving draw request number nine from Contractor’s Edge in the amount of $8,144.40.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Treanor.  Motion carried.  

Councilor Schultz asked if Engineer Coudron would draft expectations about the sod, final wear course, expected repairs and warranty terms.  Councilor Schultz suggested taking the grass rig out to water the sod if there is a dry fall.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to do the final wear course on the project with the engineer drafting a letter to do the sod first and the city’s expectations for the final warranty.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

G. Resolution 71-08-07 SCDP Draw request #14

Councilor Schultz noted that the money is being drawn down to finish the projects by the deadline.  Councilor Etherington asked about the conditions and terms of the grant.  There was a discussion about the possibility of reapplying for more money.  Councilor Donovan moved and Mayor Swanson seconded to adopt Resolution 71-08-07 approving SDCP draw request number fourteen in the amount of $58,994.00.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  Etherington.  Abstain:  Schultz.  Absent:  Treanor.  Motion failed.   Councilor Schultz stated that if the draw request were not approved, MVAC would request that the city pay for the projects.  The draw requests are to draw money from on the grant that was awarded to the city.  Councilor Schultz stated that the draw requests are for work completed and MVAC has already paid the contractors.  Councilor Etherington did not feel the government should be involved in these types of projects.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 73-08-07 approving SCDP draw request number fourteen in the amount of $58,994.00.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Treanor.  Abstain:  Schultz.  Motion carried.  

H. Yard of the Month

Richard O’Brien was chosen as the yard of the month winner for September.  

I.   Resolution 72-08-07 walk in cooler conversion

Administrator Woodruff explained the cooler and freezer situation at the restaurant.  There is not enough freezer space.  The large walk in cooler that the city owns does not work.  The quote was to convert the large walk in cooler to a freezer.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the final price of the restaurant was adjusted for the price of the equipment that the city owned in the building.  Councilor Donovan asked if it would be cheaper to convert the smaller walk in cooler to a freezer and fixing the cooler that doesn’t work.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to table the resolution for more information.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  
Miscellaneous

· Administrator Woodruff said MNDOT would need a decision at the next council meeting about parking on Highway 30.  Mayor Swanson asked if she would talk to New Richland to see if they have had any issues with not allowing parking on Highway 30.  There was a discussion about not enforcing the yellow curb on the south side of the school.  There was discussion about the parking issues by the school.  Councilor Donovan asked what the benefits are to the city with not having parking on Highway 30.  

· Administrator Woodruff asked the council if she could make a proposal for another staff person to work 24 to 32 hours to replace the EDA director and the part time office person that we are loosing this week.  Administrator Woodruff will put something together for the next meeting.

· Administrator Woodruff asked if the council would like to set the budget a little high and then lower it in December.  She noted that the budget could be lowered but not raised after the proposed budget is adopted.  Councilor Schultz said to leave it as it was at the workshop, which was a twelve percent increase.  It has been the history of the council to set the proposed budget high due to possible unforeseen expenses and then lower the final budget in December.  

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 9:17 p.m.

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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