  CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday January 18, 2005

There was a joint EDA/Council work session held at 6:00 p.m. to discuss the Screamin’ Eagle Grill request.  The council and EDA discussed the financial information provided.  It was the consensus that Mr. Smit’s two options were not workable.  

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. in the Mapleton City Council Chambers.

Members present:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Officer Honsey and Fire Chief Samuelson

Others present:  Chris Arce, John Clark, Karl Duncanson, Warren Smith of Survey Services, Dan Sarf and Glen Coudron of Bolton and Menk.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Donovan asked why city staff work reports were included in the council packet.  A discussion followed.  Most council members were in favor of the work reports.

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A)  Minutes 1-4-05

B)  Bills

C) Zoning Minutes and Permits

D) Water/Sewer Pumping Report

E) Subordination – Jenkins Auto Body

F) Prosecution Report

G) December Gambling Report

Staff Reports

A) Administration Reports

B) Water-Park Report

C) Wastewater-Street Report

D) Liquor Store Report

E) Police Report

Adopt Agenda

Resolution 10-1-05 was added as New Business item L.

Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt the agenda with the additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

Presentations – Visitor Presentation

7:05 Chris Arce

Mr. Arce apologized to the Mayor and Council for the newspaper articles.  Mayor Swanson accepted the apology.  

7:10 Mike Samuelson-Fire Chief

Chief Samuelson talked to the council about one of the Fire Department members not living or working in the district.  He did not want to loose any members since they are sometimes short on calls.  It was suggested that the member in question take a leave of absence to see if things change.  Chief Samuelson mentioned that they may change the by-laws to remove the five minute response time.  Councilor Johnson asked to attend a by-law committee meeting because she had clarifications.  It was noted by Chief Samuelson that the operating procedures have not been adopted by the fire department because they need to be officially retitled as guidelines.  Chief Samuelson also addressed the chimney brush situation.  He apologized for not calling Mr. Acre and letting him know that they needed them for a fire.  Chief Samuelson noted that loaning out the brushes was intended for personal use, not for a business.  The council thanked Chief Samuelson for coming.

7:30 Duncanson – subdivision

Warren Smith of Survey Services explained the original plat and the revised plat.  City Engineer Sarf spoke about the letter that he had composed detailing the items that will need to be completed.  He also stated that the City Attorney did not recommend the city taking over St. Anthony Court due to the increased liability with the sanitary sewer issues.  There was a discussion speculating if the City Attorney’s opinion meant that the city shouldn’t issue any building permits for new homes.  City Engineer Sarf briefly addressed the sanitary sewer issues, but stated that he will have more information on this issue at the next council meeting.  Administrator Woodruff stated she would get a clarification from the City Attorney for the next meeting if he meant that no building permits should be issued.  Mr. Smith thanked the council for their time.

7:45 Bolton & Menk- Mn/DOT

City Engineer Sarf presented background information about the proposed Highway 30 project.  City Engineer Coudron presented an overview of the project and estimated costs.  If Mn/DOT agrees to participate in this project, the earliest that construction could begin is FY 2009 (July 2008).  Councilors asked questions about the water main, storm sewer and when the project would go out for bids.  City Engineer Sarf stated that no formal action was needed at this time; however there should be a resolution about this at the next council meeting.  Mayor Swanson thanked the engineers for attending.

Old Business

A.  Library Flag Discussion

Administrator Woodruff reviewed the prepared information with the council.  She also relayed to the council that another resident in town would like to see the city maintain the flags that we have rather than put up a new one.  Mayor Swanson relayed that the VFW agreed to provide a flag.  There was a discussion about light for the flag.  Councilors Treanor and Warner felt that no flag was needed at the library.  Mayor Swanson suggested that a flag be flown at the library for a one-year trial period with the VFW providing the flag.  Mayor Swanson and Chris Arce will look at the pole to see what is feasible.  There was a discussion about the flag in Heritage Park.

The council had a recess from 9:20 p.m. until 9:27 p.m.

New Business

A) Resolution 04-01-05 Donation for T&C Days

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to adopt resolution 4-1-05 accepting donation from the Mapleton area chamber of commerce charitable gambling for Town and Country Days in the amount of $2,000.00.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

B) Resolution 05-01-05 Hiring Bartender

Councilor Johnson asked if anyone has quit.  Administrator Woodruff replied that there have been a couple of situations lately when they have been a bit short of staff.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt Resolution 5-1-05 hiring Emily Collins and Angela Jenkins as bartenders at the Municipal Liquor Store.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

C) Resolution 06-01-05 Taser Purchase

Officer Honsey presented information about Tasers and answered questions.  The council watched a short video.  Officer Honsey stated that tasers have less liability than other forms of use of force.  The council received $500 from the Heather Curling Club Charitable Gambling for this.  The rest of the amount was budgeted.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt Resolution 6-1-05 approving purchase of two XDPM tasers at a cost of $2028.80.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.

Mayor Swanson commended Officer Honsey.

D) DARE Update

The Safe and Sober plaque and grant binder was passed around.  Mayor Swanson thanked Officer Honsey for his efforts.

Officer Honsey gave a report about the DARE class that he recently attended.

E) Resolution 7-1-05 Fire Department By-Laws

Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 7-1-05 approving fire department by-laws and standard operating procedures to put in personal file.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

Councilor Johnson noted that she would still like to meet with the by-laws committee about this.  She will provide the council with her questions/concerns.  

F) Resolution 8-1-05 Council Meeting Procedures

The council discussed the Rules of Procedure.  Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt Resolution 8-1-05 approving council meeting procedures.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.

G) Resolution 9-1-05 Oxygen & Pulse Meter

Administrator Woodruff explained that the fire department needs to replace the pulse meter and they would like to get a second oxygen meter to put in the second medical bag.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 9-1-05 approving oxygen and pulse meter for the Mapleton Fire Department for a total cost of $762.00.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.

H) Ordinance on ice and snow

The council discussed the current ice and snow ordinance.  Residential sidewalks and a few business sidewalks are quite icy after the recent ice storms.  Councilor Donovan asked at what point does the city start enforcing the ordinance.  Councilor Warner stated that it is same people who violate this every year, especially in the business district.  Administrator Woodruff noted that both the police or public works department usually notify her of which places have not shoveled the snow and then she sends them a letter.  However, with the current ice problem, Administrator Woodruff felt that she would have to send a letter to most residents whose property abuts a sidewalk.  Mayor Swanson recommended that the police talk to the businesses who are currently not complying with the ordinance.  

I) Sewer Pumping Charges

Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Warner seconded to remove this item from the agenda until a later date due to time constraints.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

J) Abdo, Eick & Myers-confirming service

Administrator Woodruff explained that this is the letter that the auditors send every year for council approval.  The audit will cost more this year due to GASB 34.  Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to approve Administrator Woodruff sign the contract and submit it to Abdo, Eick & Myers.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
K) Misc. Chris Arce

The council addressed Mr. Arce’s questions pertaining to the Highway 22 resolution, resolutions, rules of conduct, minutes, and old business.  Mr. Arce noted that in the December 21, 2004 minutes he did not insist on bringing up the flag issue.  He stated that he asked about the budget for the flag.   

L) Resolution 10-1-05 On Sale & Sunday Liquor License

Administrator Woodruff informed the council that the Screamin’ Eagle Grill’s liquor license has lapsed.  She had contacted Mr. Smit about this and he stated that he could not pay the fee at this time.  Mr. Smit was willing to make payment arrangements.  The council held a discussion about this.  Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt Resolution 10-01-05 approving on-sale license and Sunday liquor license for the Screamin’ Eagle Grill.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  none.  Nay:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Motion failed.

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 10:12 p.m.

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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