CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday June 16, 2009

Members present:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.    

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen

Others present:  Kelly Spillman-Maple River Messenger; Julie Conrad, Kipp Bruender, Ben Carleton, Tracy and Kay Whitney

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A. Minutes 6/2/09

B. Bills totaling  $616,722.52

C. Zoning minutes and permits

D. Pot bellied pig survey   

Staff Reports
Administration, Police, Wastewater/Street, Water/Park, Liquor

Adopt Agenda

St. Andrew’s Court was added as Old Business item A.

Resolution 30-6-09 was added as New Business item C.

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt the agenda with the additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Presentations

Julie Conrad and Kipp Bruender – Ditch 57

Julie Conrad and County Commissioner Kipp Bruender updated the council on the Ditch 57 project.  The reviewers are wrapping up their process.  There will be a meeting scheduled soon with the reviewers.  Councilor Donovan asked what the farmers are doing for retention.  Commissioner Bruender replied that they would like to put a pond on Marvin Gartner’s property as part of the ditch improvements.  Administrator Woodruff asked if there is any way to use the city’s pond that is on Gartner’s land.  Julie Conrad noted that there has not been communication between the three sets of engineers.  She is trying to obtain grant money for the engineers to collaborate and share their information to update the ditch records.  Julie Conrad talked about a natural park and that there may be grant money available for native plantings around ponds.  It was the consensus of the council for her to proceed with obtaining grant money.  Mayor Swanson thanked them for attending.      

7:30 Public Hearing – storm sewer line
Mayor Swanson closed the meeting and opened the public hearing at 7:37 pm.

Administrator Woodruff said that the city has been trying for the last three years to install sump pump collector lines.  These lines would help eliminate standing water and help with mosquito control.  Kay Whitney asked what is the plan.  Administrator Woodruff explained that a line has been installed on all of the new projects behind the curb.  Mrs. Whitney stated that they catch all of their water to reuse in their garden and lawn.  Mr. Whitney is also being laid off and they are opposed to the assessment.  Kevin Donovan would like to get rid of the water, but didn’t know if now is the time to do the project.  It would be good to get rid of the water to help preserve the street.  Mr. Whitney asked what is the plan for installing the line.  Councilor Christian said that they would have to dig through his yard behind the curb.  Mr. Whitney asked if it would hurt his ash tree.  Mayor Swanson closed the public hearing and reopened the council meeting at 7:48 pm.

Old Business

A. St. Andrew’s Court

The council discussed the proposal to take over St. Andrew’s Court because the street is deteriorating rapidly.  If this ends up in litigation, it could cost the city a lot of money on legal costs.  Councilor Schultz felt that it would look better if the residents banded together to demand that their road is finished.  After much discussion, it was the consensus of the council that the residents write a letter to the developer.  Councilor Donovan requested to see the plans and specs from I & S.  He also asked if the borings could be done on Maple and assume that the base is the same under St. Andrew’s Court.  Administrator Woodruff asked how are we going to get the residents to put together a letter while keeping the city out of it.  Councilor Schultz could ask the builder of his house and the people in the end house what their agreements were with the developer.  

New Business

A. Resolution 29-06-09 Approving Interest 

Administrator Woodruff said that Monte Eastvold prepared assessment information based on 6.5% interest.  The notices all said that the interest rate would be two percent over the bond or 6.5 % whichever is lesser.  The bond interest is 4%.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 29-06-09 approving interest rate for Highway 30 assessments.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

B. Request for funding
Minnesota Association of Small Cities requested $892.05 and Southern Minnesota Initiative Foundation requested $500.00.  The council felt that both of these organizations were good, but due to budget cuts, it was the consensus to deny the requests.  

C. Resolution 30-6-09 Ordering Improvement of Sump Pump Line

Mayor Swanson asked what the council wished to do based on the public hearing discussion.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Christian seconded to deny Resolution 30-06-09.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  The council may consider doing this project when the economy improves.  

Miscellaneous

· Councilor Donovan asked about the bill for Jason Klein.  It was the consensus of the council to deduct the costs for table damage, rekeying the doors, and putting a shim in the door.  Councilor Donovan asked why Ron Schulz fixed the door rather than Jason.  Administrator Woodruff noted that the subcontractor who did the electrical work has not been paid.  

· Administrator Woodruff noted that the alarm is now set on the back door of the meeting room.  

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 8:47 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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