CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday December 21, 2010

Members present:  Donovan, Schultz, Etherington, Christian and Swanson.   .   

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen  

Others present:  Rob Lawson – Maple River Messenger, Dan Sarff – Bolton & Menk

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A. Minutes 12/7/10

B. Bills totaling  $58,349.25

C. Zoning minutes and permits

D. Public Works Quarterly

E. Census Data

F. Staff Written Reports
 

Adopt Agenda

Use of personal vehicles was added as New Business Item D.

Councilor Etherington requested snow removal priorities added as New Business Item E.

Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt the agenda with the additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Closed Meeting – pending litigation

Mayor Swanson closed the meeting and opened the closed meeting at 7:11 p.m.  The city council reached a final offer on the potential litigation.  Mayor Swanson closed the closed meeting and reopened the council meeting at 7:40 p.m.

New Business

A. Adopt a Fire Hydrant  

Administrator Woodruff explained that John Trio and Paul Sellers are willing to donate snow removal around hydrants for free city advertising.  They suggested collecting donations to go to a charity that the council selects.  Councilor Donovan asked if there would be a set cost.  It was the consensus of the council to collect $25 per hydrant.  Administrator Woodruff will write it up and spread the word on Facebook and the web page.  Mayor Swanson and Councilor Christian suggested donations go towards Loaves and Fishes.  

B. Discuss Dump Truck Purchase

A used Blue Earth County truck is for sale; however, the public works department has not had time to go look at it.  They think it would be a good option if they can get a reversible plow.  Councilor Christian expressed concern that this truck would be too large for the city’s purposes.  He suggested getting a smaller truck, similar to the size the city currently has, and also purchase a commercial loader.  The council discussed these options.  Administrator Woodruff asked if there was a price that the council had in mind.  Mayor Swanson and Councilor Donovan requested that staff contact Crysteel to find out how much it would cost to retrofit the old tanker.  Councilor Christian will work with Wastewater Operator Bartholomew to find a truck.  

C.   Furnace for Liquor Store

Administrator Woodruff reported that the furnace at the Liquor Store has not worked since December 13th.  Since they have been able to get by with space heaters, Liquor Store Assistant Strehlo suggested late in the day that they install baseboard heaters.  Councilor Donovan asked for a cost comparison of running electric heat to the natural gas furnace.  The council discussed the furnaces and the companies who submitted the quotes.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 12—10 purchasing a heating and cooling unit from Schwickert’s at a cost of $10,200.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  Etherington.  Motion carried.  

D. Personal vehicle use

Administrator Woodruff reported that there is a part of the insurance policy that covers the use of personal vehicles.  The police car has gotten stuck during the recent snowstorms.  They have been using their personal vehicles to respond to emergencies.  Police Chief Honsey asked if the city would cover this use of personal vehicles.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to cover personal trucks if something would happen when the police car cannot be used.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.     

E. Snow Removal

Councilor Etherington made it clear that he felt the public works department is doing a good job with the snow removal.  He was asked why they couldn’t plow Troendle St SW first so that the Community Home employees could get to work.  Councilor Christian explained that the Main Street area is plowed first because there is more traffic there in the morning.  There has also been a lot of snow and therefore it takes longer to remove.  Administrator Woodruff stated that there are others who feel that their area should be plowed first for various reasons.  Councilor Donovan noted that the public works employees hours have been cut to save costs so they aren’t getting any extra done.  He wanted to remind residents that there would be less snow removal service to keep taxes down.  Councilor Schultz asked when the state and county boulevards would be cleaned.  Administrator Woodruff noted that the public works employees are also using a lot of vacation now so that they don’t loose it at the end of the year.  Councilor Donovan asked if the snow situation should be declared an emergency and hire some part-time temporary help.  Administrator Woodruff replied that the public works staff would not be around to train in anyone until January.   Councilor Christian suggested waiting to see what happens when they return to work full time.  Councilor Donovan asked if power should be given to Administrator Woodruff and Mayor Swanson to get some temporary help.  Councilor Schultz asked if there was a limit for spending on services in an emergency situation.  The council discussed hiring someone to remove snow in safety situations.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to give Administrator Woodruff and Mayor Swanson the authority to spend up to $25,000 on services in emergency situations and report at the following council meeting.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.   

Miscellaneous

· Mayor Swanson signed the council up to do the flag ceremony at school for the wrestling match on January 11th at 5:00 p.m.      

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 8:46 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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