  CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday December 21, 2004

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. in the Mapleton City Council Chambers.

Members present:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner and Swanson.  Absent:  Cox.

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen 

Others present:  Kevin Donovan-Councilor elect, Pat Duncanson, Glen Coudron-Bolton & Menk, John Clark and Chris Arce-Maple River Messenger.

Consent Agenda

Mayor Swanson asked the significance of the Dr. Volker news release.  There was a discussion about her request for an EDA loan.

Councilor Johnson commented on the insurance refund.

Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A)  Minutes 12-7-04

B)  Bills

C)  Zoning minutes and permits

D) Letter to Mapleton Township

E) News release from Southern MN Initiative Foundation

F) Gambling Report November

G) Liquor Report

H) Web Page Report

I) Profit & Loss Summary

J) League of MN Cities dividend check

Staff Reports

A) Administration Reports

B) Water-Park Report

C) Wastewater-Street Report

Adopt Agenda

Miscellaneous was added to New Business item E.

Chris Arce stated that he had some issues to ask the council about.  Mayor Swanson told him that he needed to get on the agenda if he had issues.  Chris Arce was added under Presentations.

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to adopt the agenda with the additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

Presentations, Petitions and Requests

Chris Arce

Mr. Arce asked why there was not a flag at the library.  There was a discussion about this.  Mr. Arce asked why something hasn’t been done about the flag in the park since it is in very bad shape.  Administrator Woodruff replied that we are waiting for a bucket truck to get it fixed.  This is not something city staff can do themselves.  The council discussed other options for the flag.  Mr. Arce asked for the policy on borrowing chimney brushes from the fire department.  There was a discussion about a recent situation in which there was a chimney fire and Mr. Arce had the brushes.  Mr. Arce asked about the bill for Pure Gold.

7:30 Bolton and Menk & Pat Duncanson-Maple View Addition

Pat Duncanson requested a replat of the Maple View Subdivision.  He requested changing most of the lots from twin-homes to single family homes.  Since most of St. Andrew’s Court is not going to be a twin-home private association, he requested the city take over ownership of the street.  There was a significant amount of discussion about the potential for sewer backup problems, especially if these homes have basements.  The council reviewed the letters from Bolton & Menk and I&S Engineers.  Councilor Johnson wanted to make sure that all of Bolton & Menk’s questions were answered completely before the council makes a decision.  Engineer Coudron stated that several of these questions were general questions that normally occur during construction projects of this nature.  Councilor Warner noted that the utilities were dedicated to the city upon construction completion since the city doesn’t allow private utility systems.  It is just the street surface that the city would need to accept.  Mr. Duncanson stated that he would like an answer about the street ownership by mid-January so that he can start selling the lots.  Administrator Woodruff noted that there still needs to be a public hearing before the subdivision can be replatted.  Mayor Swanson thanked Mr. Duncanson and Mr. Coudron for attending the meeting.

Engineer Coudron mentioned that he is putting together cost estimates for the Highway 30 project.  He will come back in January to get the council’s input on some items before it is submitted to Mn/DOT.

Old Business

A) Performance Reviews

Mayor Swanson and Councilors Warner and Treanor all felt that the performance reviews were a good idea, but the process was a bit too involved.  They all felt that they lacked competency to evaluate all aspects of employee performance.  Mayor Swanson recommended that Administrator Woodruff and possibly the commissioner do the evaluations, not the whole council evaluating all employees.  Councilor Johnson felt that it was good to analyze each staff member and felt that the whole council needed to do this to put together the whole picture.  She suggested that everyone (council, administrator and staff) all fill out the same form, rather than each having a different form.  The council may review this process again at a later date.

New Business

A) Resolution 76-12-04 Final 2005 Tax Levy

Mayor Swanson asked if there were any questions or clarifications.  It was the consensus of the council that the budget had been previously discussed.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to adopt Resolution 76-12-04 adopting final 2005 tax levy of $355,309.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Cox.  Motion carried.

B) Resolution 77-12-04 Donation-Wellness Center Memberships

Mayor Swanson read the resolution.  Administrator Woodruff clarified that the Mapleton Chamber Charitable Gambling gave police and fire department members memberships to the Wellness Center starting in 1999.  The Wellness Center has been paid once.  This is a catch-up for the last five years.  The Chamber is going to drop this program.  Other arrangements will be made for those that still use it.

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to adopt Resolution 77-12-04 accepting donation from the Mapleton Area Chamber of Commerce Charitable Gambling in the amount of $2,485 for Wellness Center Memberships.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Cox.  Motion carried.

C) Quarterly newsletter

Councilor Treanor commented on the taco bar and Councilor Johnson questioned the soup at the Liquor Store.  Chris Arce asked why the city is competing against local businesses.  Councilor Warner replied that the city is serving some food to increase the liquor business and that the Screamin’ Eagle is serving liquor to increase their food business.  Each has different cliental.  Councilor Johnson questioned the Christmas tree pickup date.  Mr. Arce asked why notices such as the Truth and Taxation and MVAC notices weren’t in the last newsletter.  Administrator Woodruff noted that the Truth and Taxation notice was sent to each property owner on their tax notices.  

D) Resolution 78-12-04 Sanitary Sewer Cleaning Schedule

Administrator Woodruff explained that the city needs a sewer cleaning schedule if the council wants sewer backup insurance.  Councilor Warner felt that televising should be done at the same time.  Administrator Woodruff relayed that Public Works Supervisor Bartholomew didn’t feel that it is necessary to televise all of the lines every five years.  There are some areas that are periodically checked.  Councilor Johnson asked how much a camera costs.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to adopt Resolution 78-12-04 accepting sanitary sewer five-year cleaning schedule.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Cox.  Motion carried. 

E) Miscellaneous

· Councilor Johnson brought in a newspaper article.  It reported on the fact that St. Peter’s curfew ordinance was ruled unconstitutional.  She recommended Officer Honsey review our ordinance and make sure it is legal.
· Administrator Woodruff noted that there is a new door on the shed that houses the generator.
· Chris Arce again insisted that a flag needs to be at the library.  There was another discussion about this.  Mayor Swanson noted that the council would take his thoughts into consideration.
Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 8:44 p.m.

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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