  CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday August 2, 2005

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. in the Mapleton City Council Chambers.

Members present:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.    

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Officer Honsey

Others present:  Norma Baack, Cathy Pluym, Tom Fath, Jeff Moore

Consent Agenda

Councilor Johnson made a correction to the minutes.

Councilor Johnson had a question about the leak detection report.

Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A)  Minutes 7/19/05

B)  Bills

C) Gambling report-June

D) Leak Detection Report

E) Public Works quarterly report

F) Liquor Store quarterly report

G) Small City Update

H) Preliminary Debt Service Schedule

Staff Reports

A) Administration Reports

B) Water-Park Report

C) Wastewater-Street Report

D) Police Report

Adopt Agenda

Norma Baack and Cathy Pluym were added to Presentations.

Jeff Soma project was added as New Business item E.

Short Term Disability was added as New Business item F.

Miscellaneous and Thank You notes was added as New Business item G.

Councilor Warner asked if MnDOT had done the speed limit survey on Highway 22.  

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt the agenda with the additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

Presentations – visitor presentation

Fire Relief Association Schedules – Jeff Moore and Tom Fath   

Tom Fath and Jeff Moore went over the schedules.  They stated that their investments have been doing better this year.  There are four new fire department members.  Mr. Moore talked about fire department projects. 

Norma Baack and Cathy Pluym – Beautification

Norma Baack presented a plaque to be displayed at City Hall.  They briefly described the projects that they had completed.  Mrs. Baack thanked Mrs. Pluym for all of the hard work that she had done.  Mayor Swanson thanked both of them.

Ben Honsey – to discuss second squad car

Officer Honsey presented information for keeping the current police car as a backup car when they purchase a new one next year.  The council discussed the additional costs of having a second car.  Mayor Swanson stated that this would be talked about more at the budget meeting.

Old Business

A) Sidewalk Discussion 

Councilor Johnson stated that this was an issue at the Regional meeting.  She also mentioned hiring someone to remove snow from all of the sidewalks in town.  The council discussed that there are a lot of areas in town that don’t have sidewalks.  Councilor Donovan stated that it is hard to tell someone that they have to fix their sidewalk when he doesn’t have any sidewalk in front of his house.  Mayor Swanson asked how we would handle people who request sidewalks in front of their house.  Administrator Woodruff replied that the policy was set up to repair those sidewalks that are hazardous.  There was a discussion of getting the really bad sidewalks done and then doing a rotation schedule.  Councilor Johnson felt that the city should replace the bad spots and give the homeowner the option to replace the rest.  The council discussed changes to the current policy.  It was the consensus of the council to discuss this further at the budget meeting. 

New Business

A) Resolution 58-08-05 Ordering Report – Larry Caron Property 
Councilor Johnson mentioned that Public Works Supervisor Bartholomew was not in favor of First and Second Avenue SW going through all of the way to Borchert Road.  Councilor Warner stated that Borchert Road would need to be done eventually.  He felt that there shouldn’t be any more dead ends in town.  Councilor Donovan stated that the engineer didn’t think that the grade difference was a big issue.  It was the consensus of the council to have these two street go through all of the way to Borchert.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to adopt Resolution 58-08-05 ordering preparation of report of improvement of continuing 1st Avenue SW and 2nd Avenue SW to Borchert Road.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

B) Region 9 – request for funds  

Administrator Woodruff noted that the city has denied Region 9’s request for funds in the past.  After some discussion, Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Warner seconded to deny the request for funds from Region 9.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

C) Storm Sewer Assessment alternative idea

Administrator Woodruff reviewed with the council how the storm sewer assessments were handled for the past two street projects.  Other cities charge a fee on the utility bill for storm sewer projects.  Councilor Johnson noted that by putting a fee on the utility bill, it would save a lot of time that would have been spent on the assessment process.  After some discussion, it was the consensus of the council to embrace this idea.  Councilor Warner asked for the amount of the proposed storm sewer improvements.  The council will discuss this further at another meeting.

D) Aerator – for park

Mayor Swanson read the prepared information.  Mayor Swanson explained how the aerator works.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the city has rented one in the past to use on the softball fields.  Councilor Donovan felt that the city had invested enough money in the park this year.  Councilor Johnson asked how much money the school had contributed to the softball field improvements this year.  Administrator Woodruff replied that the city had not received any money from them.  It was the consensus of the council that the school would use the aerator more than the city would.  Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to deny the request to share the cost of the aerator.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.   If the school purchases it, the city may rent it from them.

E) Jeff Soma Project

The council reviewed the quote from Krengel Brothers to install a water service line.  Administrator Woodruff explained that the city would pay for the installation of this water line.  Then Mr. Soma would be assessed next year when the water main is installed.  Councilor Warner asked about using black plastic rather than copper pipe.  Councilor Donovan felt that Mr. Soma should pay for the curb box.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to proceed with option #1 and to do the project as cheaply as possible.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

F) Short Term Disability

Administrator Woodruff explained that the current maximum weekly benefit is $300.  This is a one-time opportunity to increase the weekly maximum benefit to $400.  Administrator Woodruff stated that this would cost an additional $384 per year.  Councilor Warner felt that this should be decided as part of a labor package.  He suggested either increasing insurance benefits or wages.  Administrator Woodruff noted that the city needs to respond by August 15th.  Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to approve the increase in cost for short-term disability for staff.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

G) Thank You Notes and Miscellaneous

· Mayor Swanson passed around the thank you notes from Ron and Mary Hartmann and Bargen. 

· Administrator Woodruff stated that the budget meeting would be on August 9th at 7:00 p.m.  Councilor Warner asked about the capitalized interest in the preliminary debt service schedule.  Councilor Warner stated that the city should be prudent with the levy due to the upcoming street projects.  

· Councilor Johnson talked about a water tower that was broken into in a small town in Iowa.  She expressed concern about our limited amount of security at the water tower.  Mayor Swanson suggested that this be talked about at the budget meeting.  Councilor Donovan asked if a motion sensor could be tied to the high/low alarm.  

· Councilor Johnson asked how the city was covered for events like Relay for Life.  

· Councilor Johnson asked if the project on 8th Ave was done yet.

· Councilor Johnson questioned the bill for storm damage cleanup in the park.  Administrator Woodruff replied that insurance would pay for cleanup in the park.  The council talked about the flagpole.  

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 8:52 p.m.

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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