CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday, July 03, 2007

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. in the Mapleton City Council Chambers.

Members present:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen,   

Others present:  Sarah Nihart-Maple River Messenger, Dan Sarff-Bolton & Menk, Glen Coudron-Bolton & Menk, Bridget Whitney-Connect 4, Jason Gartner, Jim Gartner, JoAnn Gartner, Alan Albrecht and George Leary-church representatives.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A) Bills 

Staff Report
Administration, Police, Wastewater/Street and Water/Park 

Adopt Agenda

Pond questions were added as New Business item D.

M.V.A.C. request was added as New Business item E.

Tree removal request was added as New Business item F.

Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the agenda with the additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Presentations

Public Hearing -1st Avenue N.W. and Alley

Mayor Swanson closed the meeting and opened the public hearing at 7:15 p.m.  Engineer Coudron presented information about the proposed street project located at First Ave NW and adjacent alley.  Gartner Garage explained their opposition to having a high back curb on their side of the street.  The council discussed curb options for the west side of the street.  The council talked about having a raised lip to the sidewalk in the parking area on the east side of the street.  The church representatives asked about having the sidewalk flush with the blacktop in the alley for easier snow removal and handicapped accessibility.  Engineer Coudron asked if the parking area and the alley would be done as one continuous project or as two different projects fitted together.  Total cost of the proposed project is estimated at $146,400 with fifty percent being assessed to the abutting property owners.  The storm sewer work will be paid for out of the storm sewer fund.  Administrator Woodruff passed out the assessment roll.  Engineer Coudron said that bids could be opened as early as August 20th and the project could be completed yet this fall.  There was a discussion about the street width and parking.  Jim Gartner asked how long the project would last to disrupt his business.  Councilor Donovan expressed concern with keeping his business running during the project.  There was a discussion as to if the alley has been vacated or not.  Administrator Woodruff will check to see if the alley has been vacated.  Engineer Coudron asked if the churches would have the same contractor or a different one.  Alan Albrecht expressed frustration with the council’s change of plans.  There was a discussion about the churches’ quote for the alley and adjacent parking area.  The churches would prefer to do the alley at the same time as the parking area.  George Leary asked if the alley portion of the bid comes in higher than their alley quote, if the council would consider using the church bid instead.  Engineer Sarff explained the proposal for a heavier section in the alley than what the churches had planned.  Engineer Sarff suggested having a separate bid for the parking wings.  There was a discussion about doing the alley as a separate project.  The council discussed options for the area between the curb and right of way of Gartner’s property.  There was a discussion of the proposed street elevation in comparison to the current elevation.  The church representatives talked about moving the phone pedestal and burying the power lines.  Mayor Swanson closed the public hearing and reopened the council meeting at 8:09 p.m.

Bridget Whitney-Connect 4 donation request

Bridget Whitney explained the funding for Connect 4.  They are looking for other funding to carry on their programs in 2008.  Mrs. Whitney highlighted successful programs that she would like to continue.  She will be asking other communities for funding.  Mayor Swanson asked if the city is allowed to donate funds to Connect 4.  Administrator Woodruff said that it could be put in the 2008 budget.  Mrs. Whitney indicated that she would be submitting quarterly reports to the council.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to put $3,000 in the 2008 budget for Connect 4.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Treanor.  Motion carried.  

Old Business

a. Street Project 

Administrator Woodruff reported Mr. Wersal’s restoration complaints.  Engineer Sarff agreed that Mr. Wersal should purchase the shrubs and submit a bill to the city.  Engineer Sarff reported on the punch list progress.  The council discussed sod issues.  Administrator Woodruff suggested watering the sod with a fire truck as a good will gesture.  Engineer Sarff explained the options for completion dates.   Councilor Donovan asked about the curb repairs.  Engineer Coudron explained the specifications for curb repair and/or replacement.  Councilor Donovan felt that the corner segment near Doering has a diagonal crack that is not acceptable.  Engineer Sarff will review the curb cracks again.  Councilor Donovan asked about the repair of the street portions that have been dug up for sewer repairs.  Councilor Donovan stated that the council did not want Contractor’s Edge to do their own televising.  Engineer Sarff explained that Bolton and Menk personnel had been present for most of the televising.  Engineer Coudron noted that they could verify the locations in the sewer televising.  The council discussed the legal issues involved with firing the contractors.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to accept the recommendations of the engineers to put the final wearing course on all of the areas by September 28th with the exception of Lincoln Street from Third Ave SW to First Ave SW and on First Ave SW from Lincoln to Garfield.  The punch list completion date is July 13 2007.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.    Mayor Swanson thanked the engineers for attending.  

b. Restaurant update

Administrator Woodruff reported that Serteen contributed 168 man-hours cleaning and painting at the restaurant.  She presented an update on work that had been completed.  Councilor Schultz asked about the plumbing situation.  Administrator Woodruff said there is only one dripping faucet.  Councilor Etherington asked about a manager.  Administrator Woodruff replied that she would advertise for a manager next week.  Councilors Donovan and Schultz suggested places to advertise.  

New Business

A. Resolution 56-07-07 Liquor Store funds designation

Administrator Woodruff relayed that the council had previously considered resurfacing the parking lot.  She recommended setting aside Liquor Store money in a CD designated for the parking lot.   Administrator Woodruff noted that the money could be redesignated if the money should be needed for an unforeseen event.  Councilor Donovan asked if Administrator Woodruff compared CD rates to get the best rate.  Administrator Woodruff replied that she received good CD rates at Pioneer Bank.  Councilor Donovan suggested that some insurance companies now have CDs with good rates.  It was the consensus to purchase the CDs locally.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 56-7-07 designating money for parking lot.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Treanor.  Motion carried. 
B. Resolution 57-7-07 Ordering Improvement

The council discussed the concrete or blacktop options for in front of Gartner Garage and their vacant lot.  Councilor Donovan preferred to install concrete similar to other driveway approaches.  Administrator Woodruff asked if Gartners would have to pay for the concrete in excess of 36 feet.  It was the consensus that this would be consistent with what had been done on previous street projects.  Administrator Woodruff noted that the churches have to pay for their parking spaces, so Gartners should be treated the same.  Councilor Donovan felt that the concrete should be matched to Gartner’s existing concrete.  Administrator Woodruff asked how many years the assessment would be.  It was the consensus of the council to spread the assessment over fifteen years and at the same interest rate as the 2006 project.  Councilor Donovan asked the engineers how confident they were with the estimated numbers.  Engineer Sarff noted that the bidding has been competitive lately.  The council discussed the base requirements for the alley.   Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 57-7-07 ordering improvement and preparation of plans.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Treanor.  Motion carried.  

C. Resolution 58-7-07 accepting bid on 1995 one ton truck

The council reviewed the bids.  Councilor Schultz asked where the money would go.  Administrator Woodruff replied that it would go back into the street capital outlay.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt Resolution 58-7-07 accepting bid of $6,100 from Dave Wiltse for the 1995 one ton truck.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Treanor.  Motion carried.    

D. Rob Stencel Request

Administrator Woodruff explained that Mr. Stencel would like to place a dock and wood duck houses in the storm water detention pond.  Engineer Sarff felt that wood duck houses would be acceptable, but expressed concern about the dock.  Administrator Woodruff said that the pond is technically the city’s property and this would be a private dock.  She said this might cause a liability issue.  The engineers discussed the slope and the rain surge.  The water surge would make it difficult to place a dock in the pond.  Administrator Woodruff noted that the city asked the geese to be controlled on Klein’s Pond.  It was the consensus of the council to deny the dock and allow the wood duck houses if they are set properly.  

E. MVAC Request

Councilor Schultz reported on the small cities grant projects.  There are more residential projects than there is funding.  He requested for up to $11,000 to complete a project that would otherwise not receive funding.  The alternative option was to look for a smaller project.  Councilor Schultz explained options for those projects that won’t receive funding.  The $11,000 would come from the EDA fund that is currently funding the restaurant.  Councilor Schultz explained efforts to obtain more grant money.  Administrator Woodruff expressed concern about not having enough money for the restaurant.  Councilor Schultz also mentioned the EDA fund must also guarantee the two county loans.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to grant the MVAC request of $11,000.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Treanor.  Abstain:  Schultz.  Motion carried.    

F. Tree removal request  

The resident at 410 Second Ave SE requested the removal of two boulevard ash trees.   She would like them replaced with maple trees.  Water Operator Johnson suggested the DNR look at the trees to see if they were dying or just needed to be trimmed.  The council discussed the expense of replacing non-dead boulevard trees.  Councilor Donovan felt if the trees are dying, a cause of death should be determined.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to have the DNR look at the trees follow with appropriate action.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.    

Miscellaneous

· The council discussed the Bolton and Menk bill and the street project.      
· Councilor Donovan asked for a status report on the sump pump line.  Administrator Woodruff will contact Paul Sellers about the sump pump line.  
Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 9:44 p.m.

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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