CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Wednesday July 21, 2010

Members present:  Donovan, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.     Absent:  Etherington.

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen 

Others present:  Kelly Spillman-Maple River Messenger

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.   

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A. Minutes 7/6/10

B. Bills totaling  $229,721.08

C. Zoning minutes and permits

Staff Written Reports
 

Adopt Agenda

Public Hearing at 7:30 p.m. and Resolution 24-7-10 were added as Unfinished Business item C.

Part time officer was added as New Business item C.

Sealing around manholes was added as New Business item D.

Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt the agenda with the additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Unfinished Business

A. Resolution 23-7-2010 Step Increase

Councilor Donovan had asked for what exactly the three percent increase would be and how many hours per employee that was.  Administrator Woodruff feels that all of the staff are trying to cut costs whenever possible.  Councilor Christian stated that staff has put forth a lot of effort to cut costs and have saved the city a lot of money.  He feels that is worth the increase of approx $18 a week.  Councilor Donovan stated that it is the employee’s responsibility to cut costs at all times, not just during this financial crisis.  Councilor Schultz stated that the wage freeze was due to more unallotments from the state.  Since the unallotment wasn’t as much as anticipated, he felt that the wage increase should be reinstated.  Councilor Schultz stated that there are people getting wage increases, it just depends on what industry they work in.  Councilor Donovan felt that the city couldn’t justify the raise because there are those out there who are still collecting unemployment.  Mayor Swanson asked if our employees should be penalized because of some others unfortunate unemployment.  Councilor Donovan noted that the council couldn’t vote on this matter tonight because it was agreed upon at the previous meeting to wait until all members are present.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Christian seconded to table until the next meeting.  Councilors Donovan and Christian, Swanson aye, Schultz nay.  Motion carried.  

B. St. Andrew’s Court – punch list

Administrator Woodruff included the punch list from Mike Schmitz and items from the old punch list that haven’t been completed yet.  The council reviewed the list.  Councilor Christian asked for specifics as to which areas of bituminous needed fixing.  It was the consensus to change the change the wording of punch list item number two.  It should read remove and replace base to allow for final lift.  There should be another item for replace a specific number of feet of bituminous surface.  It was the consensus of the council to have someone from Bolton & Menk oversee the project.  

C.   Public Hearing & Resolution 24-7-10

Mayor Swanson closed the meeting and opened the public hearing at 7:35 p.m.  Mayor Swanson read the notice of hearing on proposed project.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the two parties have agreed to how much each will pay for the project.  Councilor Donovan asked if easements have been obtained yet.  Administrator Woodruff stated that Mr. Ramy has been out of the country so has not been available to sign the paperwork yet.  Councilor Donovan asked if this project is going out for bids.  Administrator Woodruff stated that Sellers Construction started the project, so he will finish it.  Councilor Donovan stated that an easement also needs to be obtained from Kaduce.  Councilor Donovan stressed that the easement need to be in place before construction begins.  Mayor Swanson closed the hearing at 7:39.  It was the consensus of the council to have 10-year assessments.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt Resolution 24-7-10 approving project at a cost not to exceed $22480.90.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Etherington.  Motion carried. 

New Business

A. Budget information regarding debt service for 2011  
Councilor Schultz asked what happens if someone pays off their assessments early.  Administrator Woodruff explained that the money goes into the account and gets paid out per schedule.  Administrator Woodruff stated that she is breaking the budget info down into smaller portions so it may be easier to understand rather than all at once.  

B. Park Bathroom
Administrator Woodruff explained that the line goes to Central Ave.  Councilor Schultz agreed with Water Operator Johnson to try the porta potty for a year.  He suggested that there should be at least two by the shelter.  Mayor Swanson suggested the park committee meet to do some long range planning.    

C.   Part time officer
Administrator Woodruff stated that having another part time officer on the list does not mean that they would be used to cover more hours.  It is sometimes a problem finding one to fill in shifts because they are employed elsewhere.  It was the consensus of the council to look for another part time officer.  

D.   Seal around manholes
Mayor Swanson read the prepared information.  Councilor Schultz questioned the process and why the sealing needs to be done.  Councilor Christian explained what is done and that he has seen manholes damage equipment.  He felt that this is a reasonable cost and would be worth the money.  It was the consensus of the council to approve this request.  

Miscellaneous

· Mayor Swanson requested that the next council meeting be held Wednesday August 4.  It was the consensus of the council to move the meeting to Wednesday.  

· Councilor Donovan reported on the new police car.  

· Councilor Donovan asked what is happening with the burned house.  Councilor Schultz stated he thought it is still an insurance issue.  Councilor Donovan asked if the city can force them to board it up and make it as secure as possible.  Administrator Woodruff will talk to Chief Honsey.  

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 7:59 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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