CITY COUNCIL MEETING

COUNCIL MINUTES
Tuesday, August 15, 2006

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. in the Mapleton City Council Chambers.

Members present:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.   

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen 

Others present: Sarah Nihart-Maple River Messenger, Jeff Moore, Gary Frandle, Mike Johnson, Ross Peterson, Russ Abrahamson, Chris Rigdon and Dan Germo.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Johnson made two corrections to the minutes.

Councilor Johnson questioned a bill.

Administrator Woodruff stated that the Zoning Permits were for all except Dan Germo’s permit.

Councilor Johnson questioned how the proposed no parking on Highway 30 would affect the home occupation situation.  Councilor Treanor stated that no one parks on Highway 30 anyway.  Administrator Woodruff stated that she has not received any complaints.  

Councilor Warner questioned the street sweeper repair bill.  He felt that there were more repairs to it than what should be.  

Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Warner seconded to approve the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

A) Minutes 8/1/06

B) Bills

C) Zoning minutes and permits

D) July water pumping report

E) Project list

F) Facility Meeting


Staff Reports   


 Administration reports 


 Police

 Water –Park Report – 


 Wastewater – Street Report –

Adopt Agenda

Removed Bonnie Klein from presentations.

Added Dan Germo and Chris Rigdon to Presentations.

Added Administrative Citations as New Business item H.

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to approve the agenda with the additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

Presentations- visitor presentation

Fire Relief – Jeff Moore & Gary Frandle

Gary Frandle asked if the council had any questions about the maximum benefit worksheet.  Jeff Moore talked about possibly requesting a pension increase next year.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the board is more on top of the investment performance and didn’t foresee a deficit situation again.  There was a discussion of fund performance.  Councilor Johnson had a question about the required contribution.  Mr. Frandle explained that a negative number means they have more money than they need.  Mayor Swanson said that the board is doing a good job.  

Mike Johnson – regarding city lot on Lincoln and First Avenue SE

Mike Johnson explained the area.  He reviewed with the council the associated costs to make the lot buildable.  He stated that currently the city does not obtain any taxes from the property and the city has to maintain the lot.  Councilor Warner asked how large Wally Johnson’s lot was.  Councilor Johnson questioned if it was only parkland on the south side of Lincoln.  Administrator Woodruff replied that it was.  Councilor Treanor stated that Mike is the only one that could make this work.  Mr. Johnson said that he would pay all associated costs to purchase the land.  There would be no cost to the taxpayers.  Councilor Warner questioned the storm sewer relocation plan.  Mr. Johnson said that he would pay for televising the line to make sure that no one else is connected to it for that block.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Warner seconded to allow Mike Johnson to pursue with making the lot buildable and that the city would give Mr. Johnson the land.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.   Councilor Treanor later amended the motion to sell the land to Mike Johnson for one dollar.  Councilor Warner seconded the motion.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

Russ Abrahamson and Ross Peterson – Elsie Abrahamson property 

Russ Abrahamson said that they would like to sell his mother’s property located at 309 Central Avenue S.  He would like to obtain the city lot adjacent to hers because of encroachment issues.  Ross Peterson stated that Elsie Abrahamson maintained the lot for a number of years and that the 60 feet is otherwise useless.  Administrator Woodruff heard that a previous administrator had approved the placement of the shed on city property because she maintained the land.  Councilors Treanor and Warner didn’t see a problem with this because it would put the property back on the tax roles.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the land couldn’t be sold as is because of the encroachment.  Councilor Johnson questioned if this piece has value.  Councilor Treanor said that he would just as soon have this property back on the taxes.  Mayor Swanson stated that this was no different than the previous issue with Mike Johnson.  Councilor Johnson stated that Mike would be getting a buildable lot.  She felt that both this lot and Mike Johnson’s should be sold to them for a dollar rather than giving it away.  Councilor Warner felt that the Abrahamson’s should be responsible for the legal fees.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Warner seconded to sell the Abrahamson’s the property for a dollar and that they are responsible for all of the legal fees to get the property back on the tax roll.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

Dan Germo Building Permit

Dan Germo’s building permit was approved by the Zoning Board contingent upon the vacation of Sixth Avenue NE.  Mr. Germo requested that Sixth Avenue NE be vacated ten or twenty feet north of his garage.  Jola Walker would also like this street vacated.  Councilor Warner stated that he had spend quite a bit of time up there looking at the situation.  In his opinion, it would be a bad incline for a street.  The logical way to develop the property to the north would be to have access from either Seventh Avenue or Fourth Avenue.  Councilor Treanor said that the school might need access to the proposed athletic field.  He was not in favor of vacating the street unless there was another alternative for the traffic.  Mr. Germo stated that the land is pretty low and wet at the bottom of the hill.  There was a discussion of how far Sixth Avenue extended to the north past this point.  Councilor Warner mentioned the good chance of a storm water detention pond being located in the area.  Mr. Germo felt that the potential for development would be greater in other areas of town because of the terrain and the proximity to the lagoon.  Councilor Donovan asked if the right-of-way could be reduced.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the street already has a 50-foot right-of-way.  Mr. Germo said that his biggest point is that the land drops off.  Mr. Germo had told Public Works Supervisor Bartholomew that he could push the snow strait ahead into the yard.  Councilor Warner stated that he didn’t want to vacate the land unless Mr. Germo was ready to build.  He discussed the possibility of a change in the council people next year.  Councilor Johnson stated that the city has vacated a lot of land in this area.  Councilor Warner felt that vacating this street wasn’t going to restrict future development in this area.  Mr. Germo pointed out to the council that the land was platted in 1897 and that times have changed since then.  He also stated that Mound Avenue was vacated so that Mrs. Walkers house and his house could be built.  Mayor Swanson asked for the Zoning Boards opinion.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the Zoning Board approved the permit contingent upon the vacation of the street.  Councilor Donovan cautioned the council on vacating.  He stated there should be definite reasons for why the vacating is necessary.  Administrator Woodruff said that she has had several people asking why the council is vacating some of the right-of-way on Garfield.  Councilor Johnson asked if the street would be a dead end or a cul-de-sac.  She asked how the street was going to be finished.  Councilor Warner stated that it could be rounded or squared off.  He also suggested that the street could end at Mound and both houses could have driveways from that point.  There was a discussion of possible curb styles and snow removal.  Mayor Swanson stated that the city is fortunate that someone is willing to build a house there.  The city vacated Mound Avenue because of the houses being built.  Mayor Swanson stated that this request should not have been a surprise to the council.  Councilor Johnson asked if this could be tabled for one meeting.  Mr. Germo stated that he wouldn’t sell his current house until the street vacation is approved.  He would also like to start digging as soon as his house is sold so that the new house wouldn’t be built in the winter.  Councilor Warner asked when the public hearing would be scheduled.  Administrator Woodruff stated that it depended on the publicizing timeline.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Warner seconded to set the public hearing for vacating Sixth Avenue NE and set the hearing date for as soon as possible.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

Chris Rigdon – vacate alley

Chris Rigdon requested that the alley behind his house be vacated.  After a recent survey was done, he found out that the property lines are different than what he originally thought.  Mr. Rigdon felt that there was no purpose for this alley.  Councilor Warner agreed.  There was a discussion about where the utilities are located.  Mr. Rigdon thought there were telephone lines in the alley.  Councilor Donovan stated that the city has already vacated Mound Avenue.  Councilor Johnson said that this would never be an actually alley.  There was a discussion about how the real property lines are about six feet from where people thought that their property lines were located.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to put this issue on the same public hearing night as the vacation of Sixth Avenue NE.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.   Councilor Johnson asked what the advantage was of having an alley between Sixth Avenue NE and Seventh Avenue NE.  Councilor Warner stated that it is already plotted as an alley.  He felt that it may be needed for utility easements and that no vacation should be made until it is requested.  

Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Warner seconded to approve Dan Germo’s building permit contingent on vacating of Sixth Avenue NE.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

New Business

A. Resolution 64-08-06 SCDP Draw Request #6

Councilor Johnson asked how much more time is left on this grant.  Administrator Woodruff replied that it lasts until next year.  Administrator Woodruff reported that projects have started on three more businesses and some residential.  They are looking for more commercial projects.  Councilor Johnson                           moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt Resolution 64-08-06 approving SCDP Draw Request #6 in the amount of $9224.83.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.    

B. Siren

Administrator Woodruff reported that the siren was discussed at a facility meeting.  Councilor Donovan suggested that the siren be turned off for a month and then evaluate the reaction.  A survey could be put in the newsletter and on the website.  Administrator Woodruff stated that there were a lot of complaints about the siren when the new one was installed.  Councilor Warner asked if the volume could be reduced.  Administrator Woodruff replied that it could not.  Mayor Swanson stated that the city bought a louder siren so that more people could hear it.  Administrator Woodruff reported that Chief Honsey didn’t think that the siren helped get kids in for curfew.  Mayor Swanson suggested a trial period without the noon and nine p.m. whistles.  Administrator Woodruff will put a notice in the paper, shut the siren off in a week or two, and place a survey in the next newsletter and a survey on the web site.   It was the consensus of the council to have a trial period for the siren only being used for emergencies.

C. MVAC Home Improvement request 
Mayor Swanson read the request.  Administrator Woodruff explained the seriousness of the situation because of the lead abatement.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to grant the additional $2,300 towards this project.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

D. S.W. Project letter

Administrator Woodruff reported that the fill is not going to the Irvine pit.  A lot of fill has gone to the old dumpsite.  The beans and topsoil has been stripped off of the city property that Mike Jaeger rents.  Administrator Woodruff reported that there was a long discussion at the contractors meeting about this.  Councilor Warner felt that more could be taken to the lagoon if the fill was piled properly and shaped up.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the school might take some for the tennis courts in Minnesota Lake.  Councilor Johnson asked if this wasn’t totally understood.  Councilor Donovan questioned why the engineers didn’t know ahead of time where this fill was going.  Councilor Warner stated that there was some miscommunication.  Councilor Johnson questioned if there was a possibility of putting the fill on the city’s four lots off of Sixth NE.  Councilor Warner stated that the black dirt would have to be removed and then spread over the top.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the city would have to pay Mike Jaeger for crop damages.  Councilor Donovan questioned who pays the crop damage.  He felt that the city shouldn’t have to pay for the crop damage because the engineers should have figured this out ahead of time.  Administrator Woodruff will talk to the engineers to see if they had planned on how much fill there was and where it was going.  

E. Blacktop dug outs

Mayor Swanson asked if there was a cost estimate for blacktopping the dugouts.  Administrator Woodruff said there was no estimate.  Councilor Warner thought that it would be easier to concrete it because the paving equipment is too large to get in there.  Councilor Donovan didn’t feel that this needed to be done.  It was the consensus to deny the request at this time.

F. Budget Increase

Mayor Swanson read the prepared information.  Councilor Johnson asked what the budget percent increase was.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the city received approximately $30,000 increase in LGA.  She did not want to see an increase in the budget.  Councilor Warner stated that the city sets aside quite a bit of money for capital improvements so there is some leeway in the budget.  Administrator Woodruff asked the council what they would like the budget set at in September.  She reminded the council that this is the number that is on the proposed tax statements.  Councilor Warner stated that the taxes would go up enough with the debt service levy.  It was the consensus to not increase the budget.  

G. Yard of the Month

Administrator Woodruff stated that the picture still needs to be taken with Mrs. Proehl.  Steve Landsteiner was drawn as the yard of the month winner for September.  

H. Administrative Citations

Administrator Woodruff explained that Chief Honsey and herself would like to add the 801 Public Nuisances to the list of Administrative Citations.  She stated that this would be worked on during recodification and that the city’s process is slow.  There are some situations that the city may still go to court with.  Administrator Woodruff said that other towns do it this way.  Councilor Donovan asked if this would be a step before going to court.  Administrator Woodruff said that there are a couple of situations that they would like to act on faster and that they would like to try this step.  Councilor Johnson asked what the consequences would be.  Administrator Woodruff said that the violator would continue to get a citation, depending on how the ordinance reads.  There may need to be adjustments made to the ordinance as it gets recodified.   Councilor Johnson questioned the numbering.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the ordinance is not numbered sequentially.  It was too hard to list the numbers.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to approve the addition to the 2006 Citations for public nuisance.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

Miscellaneous

· A resident approached Councilor Donovan and requested that porta-pots and a drinking fountain be installed near the walking trail.  People use the walking trail for exercise rather than walking the streets.  He expressed concern about ports pots distracting from the look of the park.  Administrator Woodruff said that she could figure out a cost.  Councilor Warner thought that it wouldn’t be too hard to put in a drinking fountain.  Administrator Woodruff said that if a band shell does go in at the park, the Town and Country Days Committee is talking about putting bathrooms in there.  Mayor Swanson directed Administrator Woodruff to check on costs.  

· Administrator Woodruff asked the council to read an incident on the police report.  She stated that the report wasn’t in the packet because Chief Honsey was off the days the packet was put together and she didn’t feel it was necessary to pay him overtime for the report.  

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 9:20 p.m.

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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