CITY COUNCIL MEETING

COUNCIL MINUTES
Tuesday, July 11, 2006

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. in the Mapleton City Council Chambers.

Members present:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.   

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen 

Others present: Sarah Nihart-Maple River Messenger, Glen Coudron – Bolton & Menk, Marvin Gartner and Mike Sullivan

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Warner asked about two bills.

Councilor Warner asked if the council should discuss the items on the capital improvement list.  Administrator Woodruff said that they would be discussed at the budget workshop.

Mayor Swanson asked if there were any questions on the building permits and zoning minutes.  Mayor Swanson asked Mike Sullivan about his building permit.  

Councilor Donovan questioned a bill.

Councilor Donovan asked about the Fire Department staff report.  Administrator Woodruff will remind Chief Samuelson at the quarterly meeting.

Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to approve the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

A) Minutes 5/16/06 and Special Meeting 5/12/06

B) Bills

C) Zoning minutes and permits

D) Public Works quarterly meeting

E) Police quarterly meeting

F) Letter from Bolton & Menk


Staff Reports   


 Administration reports 


 Police Report

 Water –Park Report – 


 Wastewater – Street Report –

Adopt Agenda

Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to approve the agenda.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

Public Hearing – Issuance of Refunding Housing Revenue Bonds, Resolution 55-07-06 Second Century Housing

Mayor Swanson closed the meeting and opened the public hearing at 8:05 p.m.  Administrator Woodruff stated that Country Neighbors is refunding/refinancing their bonds.  This is just a formality and would not affect the city in any way.  The Community Home did this a few years ago.  Mayor Swanson closed the public hearing and reopened the council meeting at 8:07 p.m.  

Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to adopt Resolution 55-07-06 giving host approval to the issuance of revenue refunding bonds and authorizing execution of an amended and restated joint powers agreement.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

Presentations- visitor presentation

Marvin Gartner – putting up a Hoop Barn within ½ mile of the city

Marvin Gartner explained to the council that he is removing his dairy barn and putting a hoop barn in its place.  He is not expanding his animal units.  Since he is within half of a mile of the city limits, he was required to ask the city for permission.  Councilor Warner stated that this fits in with normal farm operations.  It was the consensus of the council to approve this.

Glen Coudron – Bolton & Menk – 1st Ave NW

Engineer Coudron presented the preliminary engineering report for the 100 block of First Avenue NW.  The council reviewed the two storm sewer options.  It was discussed that there is no need for a watermain on that block and that the vacant lot could get a water service line from Main Street.  There was a discussion of the church parking areas that are along the street.  Councilor Warner said that it is up to the churches if they want to replace the parking areas and sidewalks.  Councilor Donovan felt that the sidewalk on the west side of the street was not necessary.  Mayor Swanson agreed.  Administrator Woodruff asked if it needed a sanitary sewer line.  Councilors Donovan and Warner both thought that it is unlikely that the vacant lot would be developed.  Councilor Warner suggested that it should be left up to Gartner Garage if they wanted water and service to the vacant lot.  Councilor Donovan thought that the storm sewer should be stubbed into First Avenue north of Main Street.  Engineer Coudron said that he would need to look at the drainage.  Councilor Warner would like to see the alley storm water drain to the south.  Engineer Coudron said that one benefit of draining to the south is that the storm water would then be in the state’s storm water detention pond.  Councilor Donovan asked what the church’s intent was.  Administrator Woodruff said that she had talked to them.  It would be expensive to burry the electrical lines.  The churches are concerned about the rising costs to pave their parking lot.  Councilor Warner said that the alley would need drainage.  Otherwise he would like to wait on the rest of it to tie it in with the Highway 30 project.  Councilor Warner would also like to do the 200 block of First Avenue NW and the 100 block of Smith NW.  He said that the Highway 30 project would probably change the curb radius.  Engineer Coudron said that the city should consider if the catch basins at the intersection of Highway 30 would be state or city costs.  Councilors Donovan and Warner discussed what we would do with the street if we waited.  Mayor Swanson agreed that the other two blocks should be added into this project.  Councilor Johnson suggested removing the street surface and making it a gravel road for now.  There was a discussion about the parking lot transition to the street.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the city would have to bond for this project if the additional two blocks were added.  Engineer Coudron asked if the council is interested in doing the project this year because there are time frames with the assessment process.  Councilor Warner said that if the street were done, the city would have to demand that the churches do the parking area so that gravel doesn’t wash back out into the street.  Administrator Woodruff will have representatives from both churches attend the next council meeting.  There was a discussion about the alley assessment and the public hearing process.  Councilor Warner expressed concern that Gartner Garage won’t want to do the project when they see the assessment numbers.  Councilor Johnson asked how the parking area on the north side of the Lutheran church was handled.  Councilor Warner said that it was part of the project and that they were assessed for it.  Councilor Warner wanted to make sure that there was adequate base under the alley.  Councilor Johnson asked if Administrator Woodruff should convey the council’s ideas to the churches.  Mayor Swanson asked when the Highway 30 project was scheduled to begin.  Engineer Coudron said that it is funded for fiscal year 2009, which would start in July 2008.  Engineer Coudron said that the state has been working on the pond layouts.  MNDOT should be coming to an August or September meeting with more information.  

Engineer Coudron gave an update on the Southwest Improvement project.  Mayor Swanson thanked him for attending the meeting and for delivering the preliminary engineering reports.  Councilor Donovan asked about the progress on Main Street.  Engineer Coucron said that they are waiting for utilities to be relocated out of the street.  

Old Business

A. List to review from Kevin Donovan

Councilor Donovan said that he just wanted an update on these issues.

1. Sidewalks.  Administrator Woodruff said that nothing has been done yet.  She would have a list of the emergency ones this month.

2. Sump pump lines.  Administrator Woodruff reported that Public Works Supervisor Bartholomew is getting costs to install a sump pump line on Brian Court.  

3. Part-time public works employee.  Administrator Woodruff stated that this had been discussed at the quarterly meeting and would be looked at again at the budget meeting.  Councilors Warner and Johnson both thought that a part time person could be kept busy.  Councilor Johnson said that there are lots of things that need to be done that aren’t getting done.  

4. Inflow/infiltration issues.  Administrator Woodruff said that hopefully the city is fixing some of the problems by doing the current street project and the Highway 30 project.  She said that lots of homes have been televised.  Lee Ek is almost done rechecking some homes.  Councilor Johnson said that there are issues on Main Street.  Councilor Warner said that the flow monitors indicated that the problem was coming from all over town.  Administrator Woodruff has not yet received a report from Bolton and Menk.  Councilor Donovan asked about a force main report.  Councilor Warner said that the city shouldn’t need another force main if the I/I is under control.  There was a discussion about the force main.

5. EDA position.  Administrator Woodruff has been waiting for a loan packet to be turned in.  She will go ahead and set up a meeting with the person that Jerry Rollings had recommended.  Mayor Swanson said that this should be set up as soon as possible.

Councilor Donovan said that some residents feel that sidewalks could be eliminated on one side of the street when there is sidewalk on both sides of the street.  There was a discussion that most people walk in the street.  Councilor Donovan suggested that this could be discussed more at a workshop.  He mentioned that a large portion of sidewalk was removed because of a sewer line on Troendle.  Councilor Donovan asked if this needed to be replaced since there is sidewalk on the other side of the street.  Mayor Swanson thanked Administrator Woodruff for the update.  Councilor Warner asked if these subjects could continue to be listed as old business on the agenda until they are resolved.  Administrator Woodruff suggested that she could list them and just put notes behind the ones that have an information update.  Mayor Swanson stated that Administrator Woodruff has been working hard on the budget.  That is her priority at this time.

New Business

A. Resolution 54-07-06 Contractor’s Edge draw request #2

Mayor Swanson read the amount.  Administrator Woodruff stated that Engineer Coudron does an excellent job of dealing with the contractor and handling the details.  At the construction meeting he really supported the city’s interests and the contract.  Administrator Woodruff reported that Contractor’s Edge has signed the draw request and have provided proof of insurance for the stored materials.  Mayor Swanson asked if Jason keeps tract of what the contractors are doing.  There was a discussion about the good job that Jason is doing.  Councilor Warner suggested that letters of commendation should be sent to them after the project is completed.  Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 54-07-06 approving draw request #2 to Contractor’s Edge in the amount of $263,976.60.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

B. Midwest Wireless – antenna on water tower

Administrator Woodruff reported that Midwest Wireless does not want to place their antennas on the water tower.  This is just a backup plan.  Midwest Wireless has a tower plan on Marvin Gartner’s property waiting for FCC approval.  Councilors Johnson and Donovan had questions.  Administrator Woodruff will have a representative from Midwest Wireless attend the next council meeting.

C. Lights for walking trail – Heritage Park 
Mayor Swanson noted that there is an estimate from Scott’s Body Shop to repair the poles.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the Town and Country Days committee is considering moving the celebration to Heritage Park.  They would like to build a band shell.  The committee would also like to move or recreate the depot for a museum.  They are not looking for city funding at this time.  The Town and Country Days committee thought that these lights would look great in the park.  Councilor Johnson is very interested in the aesthetics of the park and felt that these lights would add enhanced overall appearance.  Councilor Donovan asked if some of the streetlights in the park would be replaced with these poles.  Councilor Johnson asked the cost of new poles.  Administrator Woodruff stated that new poles cost between $1,500 and $2,000 each.  She thought that we would need ten or twelve poles.  Councilor Johnson felt that there should be two or three poles extra for something that may come up.  Councilor Donovan clarified that the poles are free, that they just need to be reconditioned and installed.  Councilor Warner was concerned about spending money due to the substantial tax increase for the street project.  Councilor Johnson said that there is money set aside in capital outlay for the park.  Councilor Warner felt that money should be saved for ongoing expenses of park equipment.  Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 56-07-06 approving lights at Heritage Park at a cost not to exceed $15,000.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

D. False Alarm Ordinance revision

Mayor Swanson read the summary of changes to the ordinance.  He stated that this was discussed at the police quarterly meeting.  Councilor Warner felt that this was a reasonable approach.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the school has resolved their problems and is no longer an issue.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to amend Ordinance 1800 as presented.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

E. Sign Requests

· Mayor Swanson explained the request for the 4-way stop at the intersection of Third Ave SW and Troendle Street SW.  Councilor Warner felt this was a reasonable request and thought it would help to slow down the traffic.  He noted that there are some trees at the intersection that needed trimming and others are dead.  Councilor Johnson talked about the dead trees.  She felt that two or three of the dead ones were in the street right-of-way and should be removed during the construction project.  Councilor Johnson also felt that the whole street should be looked at and be trimmed during the street project.  Councilor Warner said that there is some thorny stuff that should also be removed.  There was a discussion of the stop signs on Borchart Road.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to install a four-way stop at the intersection of Third Avenue SW and Troendle Street SW when the construction is complete.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
· The Well requested a Children at Play sign on Main Street.  Councilor Johnson stated that they weren’t supposed to be playing in the street.  She also wanted to know why the basketball hoop hadn’t been removed yet.  Councilor Warner stated that the traffic doesn’t pay any attention to these signs.  Councilor Johnson asked where they wanted the signs placed.  Councilor Johnson noted that with cars parked along Main Street, it is hard to see the signs.  Councilor Donovan stated that the city has a park next to County Road 7, and there are no Children at Play signs along this busy street.  He asked if the city has any less liability by putting a sign up.  Councilor Warner noted that the speed limit on Main Street was already lowered to 20 mph.  Mayor Swanson stated that the council has not denied any request for these signs in the past.  Councilor Johnson said that those requests were in residential areas, not a business district.  Councilor Warner stated that there are kids on every block in town.  He questioned the value of the signs.  Mayor Swanson said that the signs would have to be put on a light pole.  Councilor Donovan suggested putting the sign on the park side of the street for traffic headed east on Main Street.  This would be for the children playing in the park and those crossing Main Street to get to the park.  Mayor Swanson asked why the council had approved so many of these signs in the past if they do not do any good.  Administrator Woodruff suggested having a sign in the middle of the crosswalk that said Yield to Pedestrians.  There was a discussion that this type of sign would be in the way of delivery trucks.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to place one sign on the first light pole on the Library Park side going east on Main Street from Central Ave N.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

F. Funding Requests – Region 9 & Southern MN Initiative Foundation

Mayor Swanson stated that both asked each year for funding.  Councilor Warner asked if the city has used these services to their fullest extent.  He asked for more specifics on what qualifies for their grants.  Mayor Swanson suggested that Administrator Woodruff call and ask if grants are available for an EDA Director and teen center.  Councilor Warner suggested asking if funding is available for a museum and band shell.  It was the consensus of the council to have Administrator Woodruff investigate this further.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Johnson moved to table both requests for further information.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

Miscellaneous
· Mayor Swanson asked about the new voting machine.  Administrator Woodruff explained that Mapleton would be one of the locations in the county demonstrating the new machines.  Councilor Donovan asked about holding the elections at city hall.  Mayor Swanson stated that they would be discussing handicapped bathrooms at the budget meeting.  

· It was the consensus of the council to hold the budget workshop on July 25, 2006.  

· Mayor Swanson mentioned the handicapped bathroom situation.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the city doesn’t have to make them handicapped accessible for the election.  Councilor Donovan said that the facility committee should meet to discuss priorities.  Administrator Woodruff asked if the council wanted Police Chief Honsey to be on the facility committee.  She stated that he would have to be paid overtime for the committee meetings. Councilor Warner suggested a plan to have handicapped bathrooms at the liquor store and add on to the north end of city hall for more office and meeting space.  Administrator Woodruff pointed out the large tax increase for the street project.  Councilor Donovan asked to have a facility committee meeting.

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 9:29 p.m.

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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