  CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday March 1, 2005

Acting Mayor Treanor called the council meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. in the Mapleton City Council Chambers.

Members present:  Treanor, Johnson, Donovan.  Mayor Swanson and Councilor Warner arrived late.  

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Chief Swartz

Others present:  Karl Duncanson, Warren Smith of Survey Services, Karmen Bartholomew, Ron Hartmann, Mark Froehlich, Todd Hanson, Steve Massop, Larry Caron, Cheri Landsteiner, Maleah Pederson, Denise Kunkel, Chris Arce and John Clark.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Johnson asked questions about item C, evergreen trees on boulevard.

Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A)  Minutes 2-15-05

B)  Bills

C) Evergreen trees on blvd

D) Gambling report for January

Staff Reports

A) Administration Reports

B) Water-Park Report

C) Wastewater-Street Report

D) Liquor Store Report

E) Police Report

Adopt Agenda

Resolutions 21-3-05, 22-3-05 and 23-3-05 were added to New Business item D.

Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt the agenda with the additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

Public Hearing

7:15 Pat Duncanson-RePlat-Maple View Addition #2

Mayor Swanson closed the council meeting and opened the public hearing at 7:15 p.m.  Mayor Swanson read the public notice.  Warren Smith of Survey Services explained a change on the lot numbers.  He discussed the proposed covenant agreements for both the single-family homes and the attached single-family homes.  Councilor Johnson asked about the re-recording process.  There was a discussion about lots 9 and 10.  Mayor Swanson closed the public hearing and re-opened the council meeting at 7:36 p.m.  Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Warner seconded to accept the Maple View #2 plat contingent upon completion of the requested covenant.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

Old Business

A.  Screamin’ Eagle Grill walk thru with Mayor Swanson and Councilor Treanor

Administrator Woodruff reported that Mayor Swanson, Ron Hartmann and herself walked through the Screamin’ Eagle Grill to compare the equipment to the city’s list.   Administrator Woodruff noted that there is a receipt for a dishwasher and ladder that aren’t there.  Administrator Woodruff talked to Mr. Smit’s attorney.  He is now fully retained and will be filing the bankruptcy papers.      

New Business

A) Resolution 18-3-05 Street name change

Administrator Woodruff made a change to the resolution.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the county would be doing another fly-over this year and making new maps.  According to what is recorded at the county, Smith Street NE is really Smiths Ave and Frank Ave.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 18-3-05 approving street name change from Smiths and Frank Ave to Smith Street.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

B) Special Assessment Policy change

Administrator Woodruff explained that the sewer main on Third Ave SE is to be lined this year.  There is nothing about lining in the assessment policy.  Councilor Johnson asked about the assessable cost.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to approve the request for council action making the change to the assessment policy.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

C) County Mutual Aid Agreement
Administrator Woodruff explained that this is a basic tri-county mutual aid agreement.  Region 9 is working on a Hazard Mitigation Agreement.  This is one of the steps for receiving aid from FEMA.  The council discussed contacting Faribault and Waseca Counties to see if they have any similar mutual aid agreements.  Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Warner seconded to approve the singing of the mutual aid agreement with Blue Earth, Nicollet and LeSueur Counties.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

D) Police Department Update

Administrator Woodruff reported that the police chief has been injured and needs knee surgery.  He is on medical leave due to the doctor’s restrictions.  Part-time Officer Belgard is filling the chief’s shifts.  Officer Belgard has been offered full-time position in Wells.  The police chief really thinks highly of Officer Belgard and would like him to be hired full time.  The police chief plans on retiring in about one and a half years.  Mayor Swanson also gave a positive endorsement for Officer Belgard.  Councilor Warner asked if there would be any legal implications since the position wasn’t advertised.  Administrator Woodruff replied that the city could promote from within.  Administrator Woodruff noted that he currently gets paid $14.90 per hour.  She recommended raising that to $15.15 for six months and then raising it to step two, due to experience.  She felt he should get paid more than the part time personnel that the city will be hiring.  

· Resolution 21-3-05.  Chief Swartz noted that all three officers listed have already passed employment requirements by other departments.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Treanor seconded hiring Corey Luettel, Peter Baldwin and William Gates as part time police officers.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

· Resolution 22-3-05.  Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt Resolution 22-3-05 enrolling part time police officers Corey Luettel, Peter Baldwin and William Gates in P.E.R.A.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

· Resolution 23-3-05.  Councilor Warner asked if Officer Belgard would be re-locating to the community.  There was a discussion about the response time.  Chief Swartz noted that he has been staying in town when he is on call.  Councilor Johnson addressed the car issue about not taking it home to Mankato.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt Resolution 23-3-05 Hiring Luke Belgard as a third full time police officer at a pay rate of $15.15 per hour.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  Mayor Swanson thanked Chief Swartz for attending the meeting.

E) Resolution 19-3-05 Payoff of County Loan

Mayor Swanson read the resolution.  Administrator Woodruff noted that the city currently pays about $200 per month in interest on the Screamin’ Eagle Grill county loan.  There was a discussion about waiting until after the bankruptcy is filed.  Administrator Woodruff noted that Mr. Smit is liable to the city for this loan, not the county.  Mayor Swanson recommended getting the opinion of Galen Reding.  Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Warner seconded to table Resolution 19-3-05 until further information is received.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

F) Resolution 20-3-05 Fencing for Heritage Park softball field

Mayor Swanson read the resolution.  Administrator Woodruff reported that the girls’ summer softball would be willing to help with the labor.  Administrator Woodruff informed the council about the League of Minnesota Cities recommendations for the outfield fence height and warning track.  If the council decides to go with the permanent fence, Maintenance Worker Johnson did not feel that he could install the eight-foot fence himself.  There was a discussion about the possibility of school funding.  The outfield fence was discussed at length.  Councilor Johnson asked for other portable/temporary fence options.   It was the consensus of the council to get the school to pay for part of the backstop.  Administrator Woodruff reported that the backstop should only take a few days to install and it will be coordinated with the school to ensure that it doesn’t disrupt their games/practices too much.  Councilor Donovan felt that the no parking zone should be extended back to the first and third bases.  This would increase visibility at the intersection.  There was a discussion about the city’s unbuildable lots along Lincoln being turned into parking lots.  There was a discussion about charitable gambling donations for the fencing projects.  Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 20-03-05 approving item #1, backstop fencing at a cost of $13,419 and tabling items #2-outfield fencing, and #3-warning track.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.    

G) Temporary Liquor License for T & C Days

Ron Hartmann passed around the tentative Town and Country Days schedule.  He highlighted the changes from previous years.  Councilor Johnson asked questions about the schedule.  Councilor Johnson asked about their non-profit status.  Mr. Hartmann replied that it is almost complete.  There was a discussion about the parade line-up changes and dust control.  Administrator Woodruff presented her recent findings about the rules for temporary beer licenses.  Due to liability issues, a League of Minnesota Cities attorney and city insurance agent Johnson both highly recommended that the Municipal Liquor Store run the beer garden.  Councilor Warner stated that he would like to see the Town and Country Day committee receive the money from beer garden.  Administrator Woodruff replied that the Liquor Store would be willing to pay the committee the same amount that the Windmill did last year.  There was much discussion about the liquor liability.  Cheri Landsteiner also asked why they didn’t qualify for the special liquor license provision for a community festival subdivision 4.  Administrator Woodruff asked why the city would assume all of the liability and not receive any of the profit.  Most members of the Town and Country Day committee voiced support of the Windmill and all that he has done for the celebration.  The Windmill has a contract with a band for Friday’s Fireman’s dance.  Karmen Bartholomew asked if the Municipal Liquor Store could book a band for Friday night.  Administrator Woodruff replied that Liquor Store Assistant Supervisor Strehlo has been asking if she should book somebody.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the fire department hadn’t asked the city to do their dance.  Mr. Hartmann stated that the committee has been working on plans for this year’s event for the last eight months.  It is difficult to change the plans at this time.  Nothing had been said about the Liquor Store wanting to do the beer garden before this point.  Mrs. Landsteiner noted that the city could give the committee a proposal early in the planning stages for next year’s event.  Mayor Swanson asked about the vendor fees.  Mark Froehlich noted that he was planning on selling some food anyway, so he was willing to get the catering license.  Administrator Woodruff asked Mr. Froehlich for proof of server training.  Councilor Johnson stated that the city would like proof of liability insurance earlier than they normally receive it.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to let the Town and Country Day Committee go ahead with their schedule as long as permits work out and there is $1,000,000 in liquor liability insurance.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  Johnson.  Motion carried.  Mayor Swanson thanked them for attending.  Councilor Johnson asked who would be requesting the liquor license.  Administrator Woodruff stated that she would let Mr. Hartmann know that either the Relief Association needs to bring in a request for a temporary liquor license or the Windmill needs to bring in a catering license.  Administrator Woodruff asked if the Municipal Liquor Store should hire entertainment over the weekend.  Councilor Treanor and Johnson agreed that this should be done.  There was a discussion about the fact that the City will receive complaints that the Municipal Liquor Store is trying to compete with the Town and Country Day dances.  Councilor Donovan stated that the city needs to make sure that the fencing is in place for the Town and Country Day beer garden.

H) Xcel Ordinance

Administrator Woodruff stated that the current franchise agreement has expired and that this one is for twenty years.  Councilor Warner asked how much authority the city has with them for locating utility lines.  Councilor Johnson asked how limited the city would be in requesting that utility lines be placed underground.   After a discussion, it was the consensus of the council to invite an Xcel representative to a council meeting.  

I) Request for Donation

Mayor Swanson presented the request for a sponsorship for the Blue Earth County Fair.  Administrator Woodruff stated that there is a state statute regulating this.  The League of Minnesota Cities told the City of Amboy that they weren’t in close enough proximity to the fair; therefore Mapleton isn’t close enough either.  

Mayor Swanson asked if the Welcome sign light had been fixed.  

Councilor Treanor commented about the vehicles on Terry Wilking’s property.  Councilor Warner stated that they had all been removed.  A discussion about this followed.  

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 9:31 p.m.

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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