CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday February 21, 2006

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. in the Mapleton City Council Chambers.

Members present:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson. 

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen 

Others present:  Glen Coudron – Bolton & Menk, Jason Cook – Bolton & Menk, Rick Roemer -Waste Management, Tom Froehlich – LJP Enterprises, Larry Biederman – LJP Enterprises, Jack Stouten, Judy Conrad, Bob Prescher and Max Abdo   

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Donovan asked about the Xcel Energy bill.  

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A)  Minutes 2/7/06 & Workshop

B)  Bills

C) Zoning Minutes and permits

D) Gambling Report-January

E) Grant notice

F) Xcel Bill

G) Satisfaction of city loan-Prairie Gold Seed

Staff Reports

A) Administration Reports

B) Water-Park Report

C) Wastewater/Street report

D) Police report

Adopt Agenda

There was an updated Resolution 13-2-06.

Judd Schultz’s letter was added to New Business item F.

Snow removal costs was added as New Business item J.

Miscellaneous was added as New Business item K.

Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt the agenda with the changes.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

Presentations

Glen Coudron – Bolton and Menk

Councilor Johnson asked about the lighting issue.  After some discussion, it was the consensus that Administrator Woodruff would call Dave Pearson at Xcel Energy.  Glen reviewed with the council the prepared memo.  It was the consensus of the council to obtain bids from other sewer televising companies for televising of the service lines.  It was the consensus to leave the water main on Third Ave SW from Highway 30 to Troendle as the existing six-inch.  Engineer Coudron reviewed with the council the draft work behind the right of way utility agreement.  Engineer Coudron informed the council that they will advertise for bids the following three Fridays.  Mayor Swanson thanked them for attending.  

Refuse Haulers

Administrator Woodruff lead the council through the bid summary sheet.  Councilor Johnson felt that a flat rate fuel surcharge should be negotiated with Waste Management rather than the sliding scale.  She questioned what would happen if the oil price would change to being based on the Euro rather than the dollar.  There was a discussion about the fuel surcharge.  Representatives from LJP noted that their bid does not include a fuel surcharge.  Their bid price is guaranteed for three years.  Dr. Stouten stated that Sertoma works well with Waste Management and there are benefits to both Sertoma and the community.  Mayor Swanson noted that LJP’s recycling roll off price was $55 higher than Waste Management’s price.  Councilor Johnson had calculated that weekly curbside pickup would cost approximately seventy cents per household more than the once a month curbside pickup costs.  Councilor Johnson had counted the number of residents that put out recycling on two different occasions and estimated that eighteen percent of the residents were being serviced by the Sertoma pickup.  Sertoma members felt that the percentage of people who recycle was a lot higher.  Both Councilors Donovan and Johnson felt that the city was doing the residents an injustice with the current recycling system.  Mayor Swanson noted that the money paid to Sertoma goes back into the community.  Councilor Donovan suggested giving a donation to Sertoma rather than using their services for recycling.  Councilor Donovan felt that more residents would recycle if there were weekly curbside service because it would be more convenient.  Dr. Stouten spoke at length about Sertoma and the service to others.  Dr. Stouten will talk to the Sertoma board about the possibility of doing twice a month recycling.  

Old Business

A) Amending Ordinance – council wage and staff wage at committee meeting

Administrator Woodruff stated that staff needs to be paid if the council asks them to be on a committee.  The council can get paid a per diem.  There was a discussion about non-staff members that are on committees.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to amend Ordinance Number 201.09 to raise mayor and council pay.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to pay non-staff a stipend of $35 per meeting for persons on special committees.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  
B) State Building-fee schedule

The council reviewed the prepared information in the packet about what other cities charge for building permits.  Council members asked how the zoning board felt about this after hearing the speaker.  It was the consensus of the council not to move ahead with the State Building Code unless the Zoning Board wanted to discuss it further.    

New Business

A.  Resolution 13-2-06 Plans & Specification – ordering bids

Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt Resolution 13-2-06 approving plans and specifications and ordering advertisement for bids.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  
B. Resolution 15-02-06 Refuse Hauler

Administrator Woodruff requested that item number three be removed from the resolution.  There was a discussion about the fuel surcharge.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt Resolution 15-02-06 awarding the refuse hauler bid to Waste Management with the recycling as it currently is.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Warner and Swanson.  Nay:  Johnson and Donovan.  Motion carried.    

C. Resolution 10-2-06 Purchase Computer (Patty)

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to adopt Resolution 10-2-06 approving purchase of a computer not to exceed $1,000.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.

D. Resolution 11-2-06 Relay for Life

Mayor Swanson explained the resolution.  North Mankato city employees will no longer deliver the portable stage.  If the public works employees attend a workshop about the portable stage, the rent would be waived.  There was a discussion about liability insurance.  Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt Resolution 11-2-06 approving Relay for Life in city park and transportation of trailer.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.    

E. Resolution 12-02-06 Investing Authorization

The city auditors highly recommended that the city invest more money in cds to earn more interest.    Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to adopt Resolution 12-02-06 approving city administrator authorization to invest in cds.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

F. Resolution 14-02-06 SCDP draw request and Judd Schultz Letter

The council reviewed the update from Judd Schultz.  Administrator Woodruff stated that they aren’t getting enough people applying and we may need to market the program again.  Councilor Johnson                                                 moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt Resolution 14-02-06 approving SCDP draw request #3.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.    

G. JobZ – Mike Ramy

Administrator Woodruff asked the council if they were willing to modify the JOBZ area.  She also asked them if they wanted to give Mr. Ramy the full length of the tax break.  It was the consensus of the council to modify the area and to give the tax break.  There was discussion about the increased risk for a fire with this proposal.  Councilor Donovan suggested that the city buy or lease the large water storage tank.  The council directed Administrator Woodruff to check into how much it would cost to install a water main and fire hydrant.  

H. Laundromat Request 

After a brief discussion, it was the consensus to deny the request for parking space and a break on the water/sewer bill.  

I. March 7 – reschedule meeting date

The meeting on March 7, 2006 needed to be rescheduled due to caucuses.  It was the consensus of the council to move the meeting to March 8, 2006 at 7:00 p.m.  There was a discussion about having a special workshop with a presentation by Jerry Rollings.  It was the consensus of the council to hold the workshop on March 22, 2006.

J. Snow Removal Costs

Paul Sellers was directed to clean twenty sidewalks that still had snow on them.  Councilors Donovan and Warner stated that there were more violators that hadn’t been cleaned.  Councilor Johnson asked if 24 hours was enough time to get the sidewalks clean, especially if someone has out of town commitments.  There was a discussion about maintaining sidewalks.  Councilor Johnson wanted to make sure that new residents received the information about sidewalk cleaning.  There was a discussion about how much to charge for sidewalk snow removal.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Warner seconded to charge $20 for the first time and $50 each time thereafter.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.   It was the general consensus to look for other violators.

K. Miscellaneous

· Randy Mosloski asked if he could use the bleachers for the demolition derby again this year.  It was the consensus of the council to allow this as long as Mr. Moslolski and Water Operator Johnson make inspections of the bleachers before and after the event.  Town and Country Days will need to pay for any damages.  The council requested that he make a formal request to hold the demolition derby in the same location this year.  
· Mayor Swanson passed around a thank you note from “The Well”.  
· There was a discussion about the HRA housing agreement.  Administrator Woodruff thinks that there is another document that states that they do pay special assessments.
· There was discussion about advertising lots in Duncanson’s and Caron’s subdivisions.  
Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 9:56 p.m.

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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