  CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday March 15, 2005

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. in the Mapleton City Council Chambers.

Members present:  Treanor, Johnson, Donovan and Swanson.  Councilor Warner arrived late.  

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Chief Swartz, Officer Honsey, Larry Johnson

Others present:  Randy Mosloski, Larry Caron, David Pearson-Xcel Energy, Glen Coudron-Bolton & Menk, 2 Maple River Students.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A)  Minutes 3-1-05

B)  Bills

C) Zoning permits and minutes 

D) Roberts Rules clarification

E) County Loan Program changes

Staff Reports

A) Administration Reports

B) Water-Park Report

C) Wastewater-Street Report

D) Liquor Store Report

E) Police Report

Adopt Agenda

Chief Swartz, Maple River Community Network was added as a visitor presentation.

Tazar Training was added as New Business item J.

Grant for Mapleton was added as New Business item K.

Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt the agenda with the additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

Presentations – visitor presentation

Dave Pearson-Xcel Energy Ordinance renewal   

Mr. Pearson explained that the electric franchise agreement expires on March 16, 2005.  The new agreement is basically the same as the previous one.  They have been providing electric service in Mapleton for the past 80 years.  Mr. Pearson touched briefly on the tree trimming.  Xcel Energy contributes to and supports a variety of projects in the community and school.  Councilor Johnson expressed concern about having a 20-year contract.  She also asked how binding this agreement was in regards to placing lines underground or the city installing wind power.  Mr. Pearson explained that Xcel Energy seeks 20-year agreements.  He also explained that the city can request to have lines placed underground, however this costs three to four times more than the above ground lines.  A commission ruled that Xcel could charge the city the difference.  Mr. Pearson also explained that underground is less reliable and it is much harder to locate problems with the lines buried.  He explained that Xcel Energy is the second utility with the most wind power in the nation in the fuel mix.  Councilor Johnson questioned section 3, subdivision 2, city representative.  Mr. Pearson stated that it could be any city representative, either the city administrator or public works personnel.  Councilor Johnson questioned reading the ordinance twice.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt the electric franchise ordinance agreement with Xcel Energy.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Councilor Warner was absent.  Motion carried.  Mayor Swanson thanked Mr. Pearson for attending.  

Glen Coudron-Bolton & Menk

City Engineer Coudron presented a summary of estimated engineering costs for continuing the I/I investigations.  Item A was to continue to do flow monitoring through June 2005.  Item B was to do smoke testing in specific areas.  Item C was to do another sump pump inspection.  Item D was to investigate doing lift station improvements.  There was a discussion about sump pumps and the 1997 survey.  City Engineer Coudron did not think that the current ordinance for allowing sump pumps to drain into the sanitary sewer from November to April was a good idea.  Some residents may forget to disconnect them from the sanitary.  There was a discussion about putting something in the newsletter about each resident doing their part to help solve the I/I issues.  The council discussed the option for enlarging the lift station and force main.  Councilor Warner felt that someone should inspect the new houses that are built in town to make sure that the foundations drains are not connected to the sanitary sewer.  The council suggested that it be put on the building permit that an inspection needs to be made.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to move forward with options A, B, and D and try to work on C with our own staff as much as possible.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Cox and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried. Mayor Swanson thanked Engineer Coudron for attending.  

Chief Swartz-Maple River Community Network

Chief Swartz informed the council that the Maple River Community Network was chosen as one of seven communities in the state to receive a grant from the Konopoka Institute.  It is for a three-year Minnesota Youth Community Learning Initiative.  The Maple River Community Network needs a fiscal agent to run the money through.  The city would need to provide a separate account, meeting room, and access to a copier and a fax.  The other cities in the school district will also be asked if they would like to be the fiscal agent.  There was a discussion about the staff person who would be hired.  Chief Swartz stated that this was just for council information.  The city may be formally asked to be the fiscal agent in the future.  Administrator Woodruff will attend a meeting to find out more about being the fiscal agent.

Old Business

A) Screamin’ Eagle Grill

Administrator Woodruff stated that there was still no bankruptcy paperwork.  Dan Strehlo had asked for an outside person’s estimate of the city’s equipment.  Mr. Strehlo may be willing to purchase the equipment.  Administrator Woodruff asked Marvin Kimm at Pioneer Bank for a contact person.  

B) Resolution 20-3-05 Fencing in Heritage Park

Mayor Swanson noted that the council previously approved the backstop.  There was a discussion about the portable fencing.  Public Works Operator Johnson did not feel that it was necessary to purchase the Enduro Fence.  There was a discussion about how the netting attaches to the poles.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt Resolution 20-3-05 approving new outfield fence with Enduro for the softball and repairing the baseball side with the Porta-Flex.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.
C) Cost of parking area by Heritage Park

The Council discussed turning the city lots along the 100 block of Lincoln St SE into parking lots for softball games.  Water Operator Johnson estimated that 20 vehicles could park on the south side.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to approve funding for gravel parking on the south side of the 100 block of Lincoln St SE.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  Councilor Johnson would like to see a cross walk from this parking area to the park.  There was also a discussion about limiting the parking back to first and 3rd base on both sides of the street and also the same distance to the south along Central Ave S.

D) Water and Sewer rates-Step One

Administrator Woodruff explained that currently there is an inequity in the way apartments are billed for water.  Some apartment buildings have individual meters for each apartment while others have only one meter for the whole building.  In 1989 the council decided to bill out the sewer flat rate per unit.  Administrator Woodruff asked the council if they want to deal with water on a per unit basis also.  She asked other cities how they treat apartment buildings. Most other cities that responded treated each apartment as a unit for minimum and/or base charges.  If the council does decide to make a change, there will be a resolution for this to take effect at a later date.  Larry Johnson explained his situation with his apartments.  Mr. Johnson also felt that to be equitable, the minimum rate needs to be lowered.  Councilor Donovan stated that if each apartment is to be treated as a unit, then home businesses also need to be charged as a unit in addition to the home.  Administrator Woodruff stated that it would be hard to police, especially with day cares.  She also pointed out that it would be hard to keep up with and that they may not get billed out correctly.  Councilor Donovan brought up the minimum charge on the second water meters.  There was s discussion about the Community Home, Country Neighbors and the school.  There was a discussion about the examples in the council packet.  The council discussed that the minimum charge needs to be lowered.  It was the consensus to bill out water on a per unit basis.      

New Business

A) Park Bleacher Caps

 Water Operator Johnson obtained a quote to cover the park bleachers with vinyl covers since keeping them painted is an issue.  Councilor Johnson questioned what it would be like to sit on when it is hot.  Water Operator Johnson explained how they are installed and how many would be needed to cover all of the bleachers.  The council discussed just doing the seats and not the feet portions.  Councilor Donovan suggested doing other planned park expenditures before spending the money on this unplanned expenditure.  Councilor Johnson noted that the city is trying to get the park fixed up.  There was a discussion about park funds.  There was a discussion about the colors.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to spend $3,302.40 for bleacher caps with silver for the seat and blue for the feet.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

B) Tree Trimming Schedule 

Public Works Supervisor Bartholomew drew up the tree trimming rotation map for the next four years.  Councilor Johnson asked if he was going to mark the trees that needed to be trimmed.  Councilor Donovan noted that some of the trees in front of his house were trimmed last year.  Administrator Woodruff stated that this map was just for informational purposes.

C) Resolution 24-3-05 Approving Street Name Change
Administrator Woodruff noted that everyone uses a First Avenue address.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt resolution 24-3-05 approving street name changes from Park (Grove) Ave. to First Avenue N.W. and First Avenue S.W.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

D) Resolution 25-3-05 Inspection Well Pump #2 

Water Operator Johnson explained that every six to seven years the pump should be pulled and some pipe replaced.  He explained the procedure.  Bergerson are the only ones that have done work here in the last several years.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to adopt Resolution 25-3-05 approving inspection of well pump #2 hiring Bergerson-Caswell, Inc.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

E) Newsletter

Councilor Johnson thought that an item in the Town and Country Day section should be worded differently.  Administrator Woodruff stated that this is how the Town and Country Day Committee wanted it.  Councilor Johnson suggested changing when the compost is picked up curbside.  Councilor Johnson suggested adding the grass clipping notice.  

F) Resolution 26-3-05 Hiring Bartender 

Administrator Woodruff reported that one bartender has left and that the two people who were hired previously aren’t going to work out.  Mayor Swanson read the resolution.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to adopt Resolution 26-3-05 hiring Nicole Willmes and Jodi Borchardt as part-time bartenders at the Municipal Liquor Store.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.    

G) T&C Requests 

Larry Caron requested that the demolition derby be held on the EDA lots along Washington.  The committee felt that this would be a good location because it is next to the fireworks and there is more parking.  Randy Mosloski reported that he is working on getting bleachers and Kunkel Electric would put up some temporary lighting.  There was a discussion of the size of the area and logistics.  Mr. Caron stated that he would sow the area to grass this spring.  He would also work the pit area and place a burm around it.  After the event he would level everything off and keep it maintained the rest of the year.  Councilor Treanor expressed concern about the people who live near there.  Councilor Johnson did not want to see people parking in the residential area.  There was a discussion about the parking and insurance.  The council discussed the noise factor with this being in a residential neighborhood.  Mayor Swanson asked how many entrants there would be.  Mr. Mosloski requested the use of city fence posts and fencing.  Mr. Mosloski also asked if he could use the city’s bleachers if there is no softball tournament that weekend.  It was the consensus of the council to allow them to use the bleachers as long as they are returned in the same condition.  Councilor Donovan suggested the committee contact the residents that live in the area as a courtesy.  Mr. Caron stated that he could put up resident parking only signs on the residential streets.  Mr. Mosloski thought that possibly only entrants would be allowed to access the area via Sixth Ave NE.  The spectators could then use Eighth Ave NE and be contained on the east side of the arena.  Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Warner seconded to approve the request for a demolition derby on the EDA property with consideration of parking and residents.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  Mayor Swanson thanked them for attending.  

H) Resolution 27-3-05 Hiring Part Time Police Officer

Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to adopt Resolution 27-3-05 hiring Robert Roelofs as a part time police officer.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

I) Resolution 28-3-05 Enrolling Part Time Officer in P.E.R.A.

Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt Resolution 28-3-05 enrolling Robert Roelofs into P.E.R.A.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

J) Tazer Training
Administrator Woodruff reported that the police are looking at getting a third Tazer for our third full time officer.  Officer Belgard has to be trained before he can use it.  It would be less expensive to have Officer Honsey trained as a training officer than it would be to send all three officers to training every year.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to have Officer Honsey trained as a Tazer training officer.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

K) Grant

Mayor Swanson reported that Mapleton received the grant from the state.  He felt that city staff and Judd Schultz should be commended for this.  Administrator Woodruff noted that on April 14, 2005 she will attend a presentation to receive the check.  It will take a while to get the program implemented.  

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 10:52 p.m.

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk

Minutes – Regular Mapleton City Council meeting – March 15, 2005 – Page 5 of 5

