CITY OF MAPLETON 
COUNCIL MEETING
Tuesday, February 9, 2010
Council Members present: Donovan, Schultz, Etherington, Christian. and Mayor Swanson.   Also present City Administrator Woodruff, Kelly Spillman- Maple River Messenger, Wayne Eckhart and Otto Mohr.
Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance
All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 

Consent Agenda

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

    A. Minutes 01/19/10
 

    B.  Bills 

    C.  Letter from Hickory Tech Cable

    D.  Letter from U.S. Cable

    E.   Letter from LJP Enterprises

    F.   Staff written reports

    G.  Fire Relief Board for 2010

Adopt Agenda
Mike Johnson was added as item B. under visitor presentations.

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt the agenda with the addition.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried. 

Department Reports- (1st meeting of the month) 

 
A. Fire Department & Police Department -Chris & Ben are attending B.E. County meeting regarding new radios system. 
B. Public Works Department- Larry Johnson stated that the public works department continues to plow and haul snow. Larry stated concern that some people are shoveling snow back out into the street.  It was decide to have the police watch for this and talk to anyone they see do this.  
C. Liquor Department-Donna Strehlo stated that she is concerned about cleaning the liquor store when she comes dressed to work to serve food and drinks to customers.  She read a letter from Becky Rose stating her concern to be cut to one day a week to clean the liquor store.  Councilor Schultz said it was all part of many cuts the council made due to the unallotments the city received.
      Donna said the liquor store staff usually removes the snow from the deck behind 


the bar. The one that this was hired done it had four feet of snow that blew onto 
the deck.  She did say when the bartenders are at work they can not leave the bar 
to shovel snow. Donna said she had heard that there are 3 cops on duty sometimes     
            and patrons of the liquor store are concerned.  Councilor Schultz told Donna to  
            tell people to make a written complain at city hall if they have issues.  He also 
stated 
that the police department does not have 3 officers on duty during a shift.

Presentations  


 
A.   Sidewalk complaints 
Wayne Eckhart and Otto Mohr stated their concern on the two bills they received for snow removal.  Otto said that if he shovels the snow along Highway 30,  MNDOT will come plow the road and fill in the sidewalk over and over again.  Councilor Donovan said they should wait until MNDOT is done plowing the road.  He told Mr. Mohr he had 36 hours to remove the snow and suggested they wait and do it closer to the 36 hour point.  Mike Johnson from M&M Insurance stated the city needs to enforce this ordinance.  A claim can be filed against the city if they do not follow through with their ordinance.  Councilor Schultz said they had denied another property owners request to not  shovel snow on a parcial sidewalk, he said they city must stay consistent on this issue.  Mayor Swanson told Mr. Eckhart that the city could not make an exception on this issue.
B.  Insurance Renewal

Mike Johnson of M&M Insurance presented the insurance bid for 2010.  He reviewed the line items of the bill.  He noted that the city is handling the work comp with the League of Minnesota now and not with his agency.  The council discussed not having the excess liability cost of $2,052.  They had reviewed this issue at the budget workshops.  The League of Minnesota Cities had told Administrator Woodruff that 75% of the cities do not take this additional insurance.  Mayor Swanson said the council had made several cuts and had decided at the budget workshop not to take this insurance.  He said he felt the council should stay with that decision.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to approve the Resolution 05-02-10 accepting the Insurance Bid from M & M Insurance without the excess liability.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried. 
Unfinished Business:  none 

New Business  

A. Curling Club set up license renewal 
Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded approving the set up license for the Mapleton Curling Club.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried. 
Miscellaneous

Councilor Donovan stated that he was concerned about how narrow the streets are getting with all the extra snow.  His concern is if people park on both sides of the street can an emergency vehicle get down the street.  The council directed Administrator Woodruff to put in a public notice in the paper to make residents aware of where they are parking and to leave room for emergency vehicles.  

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 8:30 p.m.
__________________________      _______________________________

James Swanson, Mayor

 Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk

