CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday March 9, 2010
Members present:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.    

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Police Chief Honsey, Water Water Operator Johnson, Fire Chief Langworthy, Kelly Sandborg
Others present:  Kelly Spillman-Maple River Messenger, Kip Bruender-Blue Earth County Commissioner, Coleen Lindemann
Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Mayor Swanson commented on the snow removal letter.  Councilor Donovan felt that the ordinance is clear.  They have been denied all winter, can’t start changing this now.  
Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A. Minutes 2/23/10
B. Bills totaling $60,351.37
C. Letter regarding snow removal
D. Donation from Casey’s K-9 fund

E. Quarterly reports – police, public works and liquor store

F. Staff written reports
Adopt Agenda

Removed Melissa Anne because she is out of town.  
Removed Resolution 6-3-2010 for further research.

Added Wind Forum under Miscellaneous.
Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt the agenda with the changes.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Department Reports

A. Public Works
Water Operator Johnson reported on his water school.  Talked about conservation water rates required by the DNR.  Brush pile is full of snow – until the snow melts, we won’t have a place for it.  Street sweeper was looked at – there will be a list of stuff to repair.  A lot of people that are landscaping to the curb, retaining walls, shrubs, large rocks – could be hard on equipment/may get complaints if we damage with snow removal.  Councilor Schultz asked if there is any ordinance for road right-of-way.  Administrator Woodruff will do some research and see what other cities do.  
B. Fire Department
 Fire Chief Langworthy they have had about 12 calls since the first council meeting in janaury.  He and assistant chief Froehlich attended a meeting about 800 mHz system meeting in February.  All of the police and fire departments will have to change over to the new system.  By 2013 everyone is required to be switched over.  It will be very expensive.  The Blue Earth County fire department association is applying for a grant for the new radios.  $900,000 for all of the fire departments in the county.  Fire Dept would cost approx $67,000 to $68,000, not including the pagers.  $5,000 to $10,000 for the pagers.  Chief Honsey stated that this came about because of 9-11 and Katrina.  Officers from Minneapolis went to New Orleans and their radios wouldn’t communicate with the others.  About $25,000 for police.  Kelly Sandborg demonstrated the new turn out gear that they received with a grant from homeland security.  Approx $1800 per set for everything.  There is a little money in the grant, they are going to request a new washing machine to care for the gear.    

C. Liquor Store
Administrator Woodruff reported that we will try some promotions that were discussed at the quarterly.  Promotions at Daly Park – work with Melissa Anne.  Coupons with other businesses.  Was not able to get someone to come fill in her shift.  
D. Police Department

Emergency lights installed in both cars from the safe & sober grant.  replaced for free the in car video that wasn’t working.  Got a new taser under warranty, will cost approx $200 for new warranty.  
Presentations – visitor presentation
Kip Bruender – B.E. County Commission-Ditch 57 update

Ditch 57 – having meetings with landowners where the ponds will be – negotiations.  Plan is to do the ditch this fall.  Won’t get billed out until 2011, assessed 2012.  A lot of it is dependant on the grant.  The grant would keep the cost of the project down because then the size of the pipe could be smaller – water would be held in ponds longer.  Mayor Swanson asked why weren’t notified of meetings.  Kip said that we weren’t notified about the negotiations with the land owners because it doesn’t pertain to us.  Hope to start putting assessment numbers together by the end of this month.  Removing the 200 acres should have reduced our percentage.  He will get the info to Administrator Woodruff about our new percentage from the viewers.  He will come back to an April meeting to update the council with more information.  
Radio system – filing for lots of grants for the system.  Options for bonding for all of the equipment and us paying them back, leasing the equipment, etc.  Convinced that the 800 mghz is the best for the county.  

Mayor Swanson thanked him for attending.  

Coleen Lindemann – Town and Country Days update

Things very similar to last year.  Requested from carnival down to Co. Rd 7 to Dietz’s parking lot.  Leaving open the alley by Laundromat.  Would leave open to Laundromat.  Suggested moving tractor pull to in front of Laundromat.  Had complaints about the sun for kiddie tractor pull and not enough seating.  Trailor for entertainment.  Close as much of the alley on the park block as possible.  Councilor Donovan expressed concern about people getting gas and backing out.  Councilor Schultz felt that they should talk to Casey’s and see what they say.  Would be inclined to approve if Casey’s is fine with it.  Discussion of teen dance.  Mayor Swanson asked about the parade route.  Not sure what going to do with parade bands after the parade.  Coleen Lindemann asked when the next coat of blacktop is scheduled.  Administrator Woodruff will let them know when the celebration is.  June 11,12,13.  Thanked her for attending.  
Unfinished Business

A. Budget/questionnaire/workshops

Administrator Woodruff asked that the questionnaire be turned in by Monday.  Budget workshop March 30th  6 pm.  Summary on the 23rd during the meeting.  Hopes to have a proposal for the 30th to start discussions.    
New Business

A.  Resolution 6-3-10 Personnel policy change
Removed for more study.
B. Resolution 7-3-10 Relay for Life

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 7-3-2010 approving Relay for Life in Heritage Park on May 21, 2010 from 6 p.m. to 6:00 a.m. May 22, 2010.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson. Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  
C. Resolution 8-3-10 Grant for automatic door opener at polling place
Councilor Schultz asked if it was an automatic door opener for handicapped push button door opener.  Administrator Woodruff reported that the project would only be done if grant dollars could be obtained.  
Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 8-3-2010 authorizing submittal of a grant application forn an automatic door opener for the city’s polling place. Roll call vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson. Nay:  none.  Motion carried.
Miscellaneous

·     March 15th 6-8 Community Wind Forum at the T&C Leisure Center.  
Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 8:20 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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