CITY COUNCIL MEETING

COUNCIL MINUTES
Tuesday, May 16, 2006

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. in the Mapleton City Council Chambers.

Members present:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson. 

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Chief Honsey

Others present: Sarah Nihart-Maple River Messenger, Monte Eastvold-Northland Security, Nicole Hawker, Mark Froehlich, Dana Krengel, Randy Cumming, Tim Royce

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Donovan requested that the Zoning Permits be removed from the consent agenda because they relate to New Business item D.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the Caron Final plat would be pulled from the agenda because there needs to be a public hearing before approval.  

Councilor Warner asked why the curling club lease was included in the packet.  Administrator Woodruff stated that it was for council information.  Councilors Johnson and Donovan requested that it be pulled from the consent agenda and placed under New Business for discussion.

Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to approve the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

A) Minutes 5/2/06 and Special Meeting 5/10/06

B) Bills

C) April water usage report

D) Interest rates of callable G.O. Bonds

E) Sign by Daly Park

F) Gambling Report April

G) Safety committee preliminary plan


Staff Reports   


 Administration reports 


 Police Report

 Water –Park Report – 


 Wastewater – Street Report –

             County police calls

Adopt Agenda

Resolution 48-05-06 was removed and replaced with Zoning Permits and minutes as New Business item D.  

Curling Club lease was added as New Business item E.

Miscellaneous was added as New Business item F.

Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Warner seconded to approve the agenda with the changes.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

Presentations- visitor presentation

Monte Eastvold – Northland Securities – Resolution  - New Business A & B

Monte Eastvold reviewed the city’s outstanding debt.  He explained what happens to the tax levy if the council decides to call the 1996 G.O. Bond.  Councilor Johnson asked about calling the 1999 G. O. Bond.  Mr. Eastvold explained that bond is not callable until December 1, 2007.  He also explained that currently there wasn’t enough cash flow to pay this off unless the city transferred money into that fund.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the council had talked about using other cash to pay this bond off.  

Mr. Eastvold presented information about the new bond sale.  He requested that the city enter into a contract with Northland Securities to purchase the contract from the city.  Mayor Swanson asked about the fairness fee.  Councilor Johnson asked why the storm sewer fee was separated from the other utilitys in the resolution.  Mr. Eastvold explained that it is a separate designated fee.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the city is not going to levy for the storm sewer work, that portion of the bond would be paid with the storm sewer fee money.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to approve the contract with Northland Securities.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

Matt Hawker – tree on boulevard-request to remove

Nicole Hawker stated Matt and his dad would take down the tree if the request were approved.  Administrator Woodruff stated that Public Works Supervisor Bartholomew had planted the tree.  After looking at the sidwel map, the tree looks like it is on Hawker’s property.  It was the consensus of the council that the tree was clearly on Hawker’s property and granted permission for the tree’s removal.  Mrs. Hawker also requested that their driveway approach be increased to 32-foot wide.  Administrator Woodruff will let the engineers know.

Randy Cumming-curling club

Randy Cumming updated the council on upcoming projects.  They plan to pave the parking lot and install siding on the west end of the building.  It was the general consensus of the council that these projects would be a benefit to the property.  Mr. Cumming stated that they are still concerned about the snow removal.  They would like to continue to push the snow across the street to the empty lot as they have done in the past.  Mayor Swanson stated that the council is not in favor of this.  Mr. Cumming requested the drive over curb on both sides of the street.  Councilor Treanor suggested that the curling club could pile then snow up and then the city could remove the snow.  Administrator Woodruff stated that would be an added expense to the city.  Councilor Warner expressed concern about the seal coating being removed when the snow is pushed across the street.  Councilor Johnson stated that the lots across the street might be developed.  Dana Krengel talked about how the snow has been removed for the past fifteen years.  He gave reasons why to keep the snow removal as it has been.  Mr. Krengel stated that there have been drainage issues with the parking lot.  He asked about the elevation of the new street.  Councilors Johnson and Donovan also thought that there was going to be a catch basin there also.  There was a discussion of the two driveway plan.  Councilor Warner felt that they could regulate the parking better with two driveways.  He also felt that with the wider road, there would be more room to park on the street.  Councilor Johnson asked where the apartments pile the snow from their parking lot.  Mr. Krengel stated that there wasn’t room in the parking lot to pile snow.  Councilor Treanor stated that the driveway approaches were decided on long ago and he didn’t think that it could be changed now.  Mayor Swanson stated that the city is paying for the curling club’s assessment.  He was in favor of the city helping with the snow removal.  Councilor Donovan felt that the curb should be left as is.  When the lots across the street sell, he thought that the curb should look the same as the rest of the block.  It was the general consensus of the council to keep the two driveways and for the city to haul the snow away.  Mr. Cumming will try to keep the city informed of other projects that may arise.  He thanked the council for their consideration.

Town and Country Committee update

Mark Froehlich stated that the booster club is not doing the food this year.  The Windmill will be doing it.  He requested that the fence diagram be changed so that a double high fence would go around the food stand during the dance.  The food stand would be open during the day.  It was the consensus of the council to approve the change to the fence diagram.

Chief Honsey – Town and Country Days, Personnel policy change for part time officers-probation

Administrator Woodruff explained the new fence design to Chief Honsey.  Chief Honsey explained his reasons for recommending that there only be two officers in the Town and Country beer garden.  He explained that the rest of the officers in town could get to the beer garden quickly if there was an incident.  Administrator Woodruff stated that Town and Country Days would pay for one officer and the city would pay for the other one.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Warner seconded to revise the Town and Country Day agreement from four officers to two officers in the beer garden during the dance.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

Chief Honsey informed the council that the personnel policy stated the police shift hours.  He has changed the hours of coverage.  He recommended changing the personnel policy to state “See police schedule”.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to change page 38, Appendix A, the police shift hours to read, “see police schedule”.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

Chief Honsey invited the council to see the taser training on May 31, 2006 at 6:00 p.m. at the fire station.  He thanked the council.  Councilors Johnson and Donovan appreciated the new report that was submitted.  Councilor Donovan asked for a similar report from the fire department on the monthly basis.  Councilor Warner stated that they used to have a public relations officer who took care of things like this.  Administrator Woodruff stated that many cities require the fire chief to attend council meetings.  Councilor Donovan felt the council should be aware of what goes on with the fire department.  Councilor Johnson stated that the city used to receive a yearly report.  Mayor Swanson asked if they would not want to do this because they aren’t regular salaried employees.  Councilor Warner stated that they need to gather the information anyway when they go on a call.  Administrator Woodruff stated that whoever takes the meeting minutes could put together something.  Councilor Donovan stated that this wasn’t to scrutinize or micromanage the fire department, just to be informed of what they do.  It was the consensus of the council to have the fire department prepare a monthly report.  

Old Business

A. Resolution 42-5-06 Garage door opener

Tim Royce explained why the safety devices were necessary for the garage doors.  He is trying to prevent damage to equipment and people.  Administrator Woodruff had talked to the League of Minnesota Cities Loss Control.  They highly recommended that the city install these safety devices.  Councilor Treanor asked about the condition of the doors.  Mr. Royce stated that the doors are older and don’t have an auto reverse.  Councilor Donovan asked if the door openers could be programmed for duel channel.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to adopt Resolution 42-05-06 approving Allied Overhead Door to install garage door openers with safety devices at the fire station.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

New Business

A. Resolution 49-05-06 Providing for Issuance and Sale of Bond  

Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt Resolution 49-05-06 providing for issuance and sale of bond.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

B. Resolution 50-05-06 Calling for redemption of G.O. Bond 1996

Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 50-05-06 calling for redemption of G.O. Bond of 1996.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.    

C. Resolution 47-5-06 Buckle up Mapleton Click it or Ticket

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to adopt Resolution 47-05-06 approving Buckle Up Mapleton Click It or Ticket.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.
D. Zoning Minutes and Permits

Administrator Woodruff had spoken to a League of Minnesota Cities attorney.  They stated that the city does need to have a public hearing on the plat map.  Councilor Donovan asked about the St. Andrew’s Court plat.  Administrator Woodruff stated that was approved contingent on receiving the covenants.  She stated that Duncansons had asked what still needs to be completed.  Councilor Treanor expressed concern about the fill that was pushed into another lot on St. Andrew’s Court.  Administrator Woodruff stated that they wanted to fill in that lot.  None of the fill went into the detention pond.  Councilor Warner stated that there is dirt eroding into the storm sewer.  There was also discussion that the property owner on the corner never finished their backyard.  Administrator Woodruff will send them a notice.  Councilor Warner felt that a silt fence should be put up. Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Warner seconded to approve the zoning minutes and permits with the building permit of Clint Korteum contingent upon approval of final plat at the public hearing.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

E. Curling Club lease

Councilor Donovan noted that it states several times in the lease agreement that the tenant is responsible for all expenses.  It is his understanding that they should have been assessed for the street project.  Administrator Woodruff stated that they would be assessed for the Highway 30 project.   Councilor Warner suggested charging more rent.  Councilor Donovan stated that the rent is not negotiable until the end of the lease.  Councilor Treanor stated that they are paying for the parking lot and the upkeep of the building.  Councilor Johnson noted that an alteration by the tenant needs to have prior written consent.  She would like to see that followed through on.  

F. Miscellaneous

· Administrator Woodruff stated that the VFW has an open building permit for their roof.  They would like to put up boards listing memorials.  Councilor Warner asked how large it would be.  Mayor Swanson thought it would be six feet by six feet.  Administrator Woodruff stated that it could be expanded to go down the side of the building.  Councilor Donovan suggested putting them on the south fence.  Councilor Warner suggested the VFW check to see if the wall is a party wall.  Administrator Woodruff didn’t think that it was.  Councilor Johnson asked where this was going to be placed.  Administrator Woodruff replied it would be along the Kern’s building.  She stated they are requesting to add this to their permit.  Councilor Donovan asked why they were allowed to put on a pitched roof.  He didn’t think that building on Main Street could install a pitched roof.  Administrator Woodruff was unable to find this written in the zoning ordinance.  There was a discussion about the roof on Andrew Johnson’s building.  After some further discussion about the roof, the general consensus of the council was to ok the request.
· Administrator Woodruff asked if anyone knew where the sign “Rossow Field” came from.  It appeared in Heritage Park.  Mayor Swanson thought that the naming rights might have been sold as a fundraiser.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the city should have been contacted before the sign went up.  Mayor Swanson suggested that she contact Jeff Annis.

· Administrator Woodruff stated that there had been a contractor’s meeting this morning.  She gave the council an update on the street project.  There was a discussion about compromising the cemetery trees.  There was a discussion about boring only as far as was needed.  Councilor Johnson thought that the plans were to bore the whole way.  Mayor Swanson thought that the cemetery board should be called if the trees need to be removed.  

· Mayor Swanson talked about the Relay for Life event that will take place on Friday.  He was also concerned that Third Ave SW would be muddy if it rains.  Water Operator Johnson had suggested that Third Avenue be closed.  He could take down the baseball fence for additional parking in the park.  There was a discussion about handicapped accessibility.  

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 9:31 p.m.

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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